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Abstract

Early childhood education program is established with its aim to provide
education and care to children in the first six years. This program is not included in the
mandatory education system but it is organized to enhance child development and to
prepare children for primary school education. Therefore, the qualitative research is
adopted to study Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s concepts in
early childhood education program through the use of inductive analysis. According to
the research, six important points can be concluded as follows:

1. Early childhood education is considered as an important stage of building up valuable
human resources. It is also one of social services that are in need of collaborating efforts
from education institutes, parents and community to give the best care and education for
children, as well as to promote awareness among parents and communities for veiier
quality of life.

2. In general, early childhood education is established for children in the eariy ages with
its aim to improve quality of life, to enhance integrated development for children, as well
as to build up child characteristics and foster Thai awareness in children. . Early
childhood education can be divided into two stages: the pre-school program and the
Kindergarten program. The pre-school program focuses on preparing children for
kindergarten education as well as relieving parents’ burdens during the day; meanwhile,
the kindergarten program aims to prepare children for primary schools along with
enhance children’s language abilities.

3. Educational institutes for early childhood education program can be formed into three
categories: child development centers, schools, and care centers for children with special
needs. According to HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s concepts, children’s age is
suggested to be the main criteria for establishing education institutes for children. That
is, child development centers take care of children whose age are lower than four while
the kindergarten schools are responsible for children at age four or older.

4. Responsibilities for carly childhood education consist of various aspects starting from
taking care of food and nutrition; health; physical, mental, social and intellectual
developments: fostering Thai awareness; giving tips to parents; together with allowing
parents and communities to take parts in this education program.

5. .Success in early childhood education program accounts for these following seven

points. First, educational institutes should place emphasis on book corners and



collaboration within the communities. Second, the curriculum should emphasize ethics
and schedules of routine activities. Third, teaching method should promote both indoor
and outdoor activities, development in language abilities through the techniques of
applying real-life experience in learning along with the constant evaluation of child
development. Fourth, in terms of nutrition, the emphasis is placed upon healthy eating
habits, five main sources of nutrition, as well as healthy local food. Fifth, in terms of
health, the eariy childhood education program focuses on immunization, general physical
examination, emergency treatment, collaboration between schools and healthcare
services, together with dental health and health record. Sixth, children should be
constantly evaluated in terms of development and general behavior throughout the
academic year. Seventh, any child education should support child abilities. To ensure
this success, collaboration between parents and educators is a must while both parties
need to possess fundamental knowledge in take care of children with special needs.

6. Three principles are concluded to ensure the development of eariy childhood
education. First, factors of nutrition, health, teaching methed. ethics, culture and
Thainess should be taken inio consideration for early childhood development. Second,
the development of early childhood education is in tandems with that of educators,
schools, parents, communities and the application of evaluation results. Third, the
dynamics of developing early childhood education consist of the improvement of
children’s quality of life, collaboration from parents and communities. along with
cooperation from educational supporting units.

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s concepts on early childhood
education are placed upon acute perceptivity and strong determination to build up
valuable human resources on the basis of education. Main principles for the development
in early childhood education, as rcflected by HRH's concepts, are necessarily in tandems
with the improvement of life quality, the cultivation of Thai awareness. the collaboration
of parents and communities along with the development of all parties involved. These
principles can be applied with education at all levels. '
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Abstract

Early childhood education program is established with its aim to provide
education and care to children in the first six years. This program is not included in the
mandatory education system but it is organized to enhance child development and to
prepare children for primary school education. Therefore, the qualitative research is
adopted to study Her Koyal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s concepts in
early childhood education program through the use of inductive analysis. According to
the research, six important points can be concluded as follows:

1. Early childhood education is considered as an important stage of building up valuable
human resources. It is also one of social services that are in need of collaborating efforts
from education institutes, parents and community to give the best care and education for
children, as well as to promote awareness among parents and communities for beiier
quality of life.

2. In general, early childhood education is established for children in the eariy ages with
its aim to improve quality of life, to enhance integrated development for children, as well
as to build up child characteristics and foster Thai awareness in children. - Early
childhood education can be divided into two stages: the pre-school program and the
kindergarten program. The pre-school program focuses on preparing children for
kindergarten education as well as relieving parents’ burdens during the day; meanwhile,
the kindergarten program aims to prepare children for primary schools along with
enhance children’s language abilities.

3. Educational institutes for early childhood education program can be formed into three
categories: child development centers, schools, and care centers for children with special
needs. According to HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s concepts, children's age is
suggested to be the main criteria for establishing education institutes for children. That
is, child development centers take care of children whose age are lower than four while
the kindergarten schools are responsible for children at age four or older.

4. Responsibilities for carly childhood education consist of various aspects starting from
taking care of food and nutrition; health; physical, mental. social and intellectual
developments; fostering Thai awareness; giving tips to parents; together with allowing
parents and communities to take parts in this education program.

5. .Success in early childhood education program accounts for these following seven
points. First. educational institutes should place emphasis on book corners and



collaboration within the communities. Second, the curriculum should emphasize ethics
and schedules of routine activities. Third, teaching method should promote both indoor
and outdoor activities, development in language abilities through the techniques of
applying real-life experience in learning along with the constant evaluation of child
development. Fourth, in terms of nutrition, the emphasis is placed upon healthy eating
habits, five main sources of nutrition, as well as healthy local food. Fifth, in terms of
health, the eariy childhood education program focuses on immunization, general physical
examination, emergency treatiment, collaboration between schools and healthcare
services, together with dental health and health record. Sixth, children should be
constantly evaluated in terms of development and general behavior throughout the
academic year. Seventh, any child education should support child abilities. To ensure
this success, collaboration between parents and educators is a must while both parties
need to possess fundamental knowledge in take care of children with special needs.

6. Three principles are concluded to ensure the development of eariy childhood
education. First, factors of nutrition, health, teaching methed, ethics, culture and
Thainess should be taken into consideration for early childhood development. Second,
the development of early childhood education is in tandems with that of educators,
schools, parents. communities and the application of evaluation results. Third, the
dyvnamics of developing early childhood education consist of the improvement of
children’s quality of life, collaboration from parents and communities. along with
cooperation from educational supporting units.

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s concepts on early childhood
education are placed upon acute perceptivity and strong determination to build up
valuable human resources on the basis of education. Main principles for the development
in early childhood cducation, as reflected by HRH’s concepts, are necessarily in tandems
with the improvement of life quality, the cultivation of Thai awareness. the collaboration
of parents and communities along with the development of all parties involved. These
principles can be applied with education at all levels. '
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