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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF VISUAL TRAINING BY SLIDES
IN FIGURE AND GROUND PERCEPTION BETWEEN THAT AND THAT . CHINESE CHTLORIN
11 KINDERGARTEN

The purposes of this study were : 1. To study the effects of
training in fipure and rround perception in terms of grades and ethnic
groups. 2. To construct instructional materials. 3, To construct a figure
and ground perceptual test, 4. To study the relationships betwecn a figure
and ground perceptual test and school reading achievements, 5. To compare
the school rcading achievements hetween experimental groups and controcl
groups. 4 sample of 91 four - to - six year old first end second graders
1n kindergarten consisting of 50 Thaa children and 41 Thai children of
Chinese orisin was randomly divaided into experimental and control groups
for each srade and each ethnic group. The experimental groups were trained
by the figure and ground slides for six wecks while no perceptual training
was given to the control mroups.

Very significent pesitive relationships were found between fig-
ure and ~round perceptual abilities and school reading achievements for
all groups (P <~ .01). The exporimental groups' percoptual ability was
signmificently higher than the control groups' in terns of grades and eth-
nic groups (P « ,01). The increasing rate of the Thai experimental groups!'
perceptual ability was significantly hicher than the Chanese experinental
groupa' only in grade two (P == .05), The increasing rate of the experim-
ental group's percoptusl ability in the second grade was very significantly
higher than the experimental group's in the first grade (P .01). The
school recading achievenent of the experimental group was significantly

higher then the control group's in both grades(P <z .05).
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