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The purpose of this thesis is to study the government policy
of silk productiom and silk trade in the mortheast of Thailand since
exploying Japanese silk experts im 1901 until the proclaimation of

the Thailand's First Economic Bevelopment Plan.

It was found that during the first decade of the silk production
compaign, the government employed Japanese silk experts to introduce
new techniques of silk production, The effort was not successful
because the people were still accustomed to old methods., Moreover,
the change of the minister of Agricultural finally caused the policy

of improving silk production to a temporary end.

Twenty-three years later, the government realized that the
people in the northeast cultivated the mulberry. If the people were given
more support By the government, this would increase their income.
The governmenf, therefore, duilt a mulwerry factory in Nakhonratchasima
and encouraged the people to produce more silk By promising that the
mzrket was available for the new production. Unfortunately the War of
the Greater Asia wroke out »efore the policy of enlarging silk.

Production was really implemented.

After the War, the government Brought back the old policy.
Field Marshal Pibulsongkram would like to see that people were
economically self-reliant by having a means to increase their income,
Field Marshal Sarit Tanarat wanted to develop the Northeast to
improve the people's standard of living. Thus, the government paid
more attention to silk cultivation in the Northeast by bringing the

breeds of mulberry and silk and the machinerry from akroad,



As for the silk trade, in the first period (1901-1913),
people produced silk just for domestic use, Sometimes, they bartered
some for other goods, though. After 1936 the government put more
emphasis an silk trade. This resulted in the increase of silk export
but the tide was turned in a short while due to the War of the
Greater Asia. Silk production and silk trade was promoted again
after 1955 as the government considered silk production a major

career for upgrading the living standard of people in the Northeast.

In sum, the policy of increasing silk production in the Northeast
during'19o1-1960 was successful to a certain extent. Apart from
certain short comings in production and in marketing, the main problem
was due to the inconsistent support from the government. However, |
silk production during the period of this study helped lay the

foundation of producing silk for trade and according to new techniques.,
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