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Weerajak Wong — ngoen. (2008). Rumtone : Case Study of Baan Rai Krang Group,
Raisaton Village, Baan Laad District, Petchaburi Province. Master thesis, M.F.A.
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Karnchana Intarasunanon,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttippat

The Objective of Rumtone: Case Study of Baan Rai Krang Group, Raisaton
Village, Baan Laad District, Petchaburi Province are:

1. To Study the music culture of Rumtone: Case Study of Baan Rai Krang Group,

Raisaton Village, Baan Laad District, Petchaburi Province.

2. To Analyse the Rumtone Songs of Baan Rai Krang Group, Raisaton Village,

Baan Laad District, Petchaburi Province
The result of the case Study:

Baan Rai Krang Rumtone Group had established during The World War Il by
Master Sawat Khampet, Mr. Gree Gherdnooh, Mr. Inn Lhumbuddah and several friends.
They had formed a group of singers called “Baan Rai Krang Cheer” or “Baan Rai Krang
Rumtone Group” and performed at the villages nearby, including the villages at Baan
Laad District and other districts in Petchaburi Province.

The process of Rumtone:

Start with Male or Female singer leader from the first group starts to sing a song
and dance in the circle. The song can be a responding song courting song or love
song. After that he/she will go to bow to the player in the other group to invite him/her to
dance together in the circle. After the first group has finish singing 3-4 songs the Male or
Female singer leader from the following group will start to sing another 3-4 song. After
the last group has finish their songs the first group will take turn and pass to the next
group like round playing.

Rumtone is an entertaining and interesting competitive dance it is like a game
that the players have to compete with the rival. While the first group is singing, the
following group has to search for songs that match to the song from the previous group.

It will go on and on they find the looser. The looser is the group which cannot find the



song which can reply or match to the previous song. For Rumtone, people do not really
care who win or lose but they will enjoy singing, dancing together and courting during
the song.

When the referee feels that it's time to have a break, he will give a signal or blow
the whistle for a few minutes break, the players will go rest to have some drink and get
to know each other. The playing will be continue when the referee blow the whistle
again. The playing will keep continue until the referee or all players agreed to end the
playing because Rumtone has no time limit.

Baan Rai Krang Group has 57 Rumtone songs which can sort them into 8

following categories.

1. The song that talk about the literature 2 songs.
2. The song that reflect to the war time 2 songs
3. The song about politics and spiritual song 4 songs
4. The song that reflect to the way of life 8 songs
5. The song of appreciation in nature 4 songs
6. The song that talk for the beauty of the lady 8 songs
7. The love song 12 songs
8. The song that talk about the Rumtone culture 17 songs

The lyrics for Rumtone song at Baan Rai Krang Group are about all around

stories.
Some songs are about love stories between young people and about the stories in
Rumtone. The simple language and brief word in the lyrics can make it easy to
memories. The prosody of Rumtone song is the integration between the verse with 4, 6
and 8 syllables to a line. Rumtone composers are usually aware of the lyrics than the
prosody. Almost all Rumtone songs are in rondo form with 2-4 short portions. The songs
are short and need to be repeated 2-4 times. The Rumtone songs are in pentatonic
scale. (There are 5 important notes and 2 none important notes in this scale) Rumtone
songs are usually in time signature 2/4. (There are 2 Beats in 1 measure) The Tone

rhythmic pattern has 2 measures long playing repeatedly through the song. The ending



part of Rumtone songs can be both completely ending and incompletely ending,

because Rumtone songs have to be repeated and passing to another song without

stopping.
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