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Theerayuth Amornprompakdee. (2003). AN ANALYTICAL SYUDY OF KHON MASK IN
THAILAND. Master thesis M.Ed. (Art Education). Bangkok : Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University, Advisor commitee : Assist.Prof.Prit supasetsiri,

Assoc. Wannarat Tangcharuen.

The primary objective of this research paper is to examine the traditional art of crafting
Khon masks. More specifically, through the focus of unique techniques and trademarks rendered by

each chosen artisan, come to a more comprehensive understanding of the trade.

Phongsawat Suksawat, Tabtip Kaewduangyai, Samniang Padungsil, Somchai Luanwilai,
Sakorn Yangkiewsod and Surapol Phuensil. Six master artisans, each with over twenty years of
experience were selected to do an interview centering upon the knowledge they each possessed

and have helped disseminate.

Juxtaposition of traditional and modern techniques utilized in the process show that
although the materials have evolved out of necessity, mastery of the craft stili depends on adhering
to strict guidelines. That said, each craftsman had their own personal styles, (be it techniques of

molding, painting or carving), a display of artistry that brought them to the forefront.

The timed honored tradition of making Khon masks is seen as one of many skills that are
slowly fading away. Though their work ethics may differentiate, the main consensus and concern
was the importance of passing on the knowledge and skills required to keep the craft alive. Schools,
offered courses and exhibitions are some of the many ways each of the six craftsmen has tried to

showcase their work to gain interest.

What sets each and every single Khon mask apart is the time and care taken to ensure that
the aesthetics of each reproduction is kept to a high standard. Though skills can be passed on to
future generations, the one true factor that will stand out through the test of time is the pride that

comes from creating a masterpiece that an artisan can truly call his own.
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faded rose

rose

purple

yellow , gamboge tint

dark yellow

golden

dark sepia

light purple

dark blue , ultramarine blue
azure

piebald (brown)

copper — coloured

dark brown , sepia ,
greenish , neutral tint

dark blue

indigo blue , indigo grey ,
light — cobalt , brown

dark grey , blueish grey
pale indigo blue

dark green dnilu dark green
fdwdeiluun (doraus, §
aua)

green

sea — green

piebald (black)

piebald (white)

dark red , dark brick red
dark red , brown violetish
blue black , dark grey ,
blueish grey

black

grey AanwiieIunaan
sable

yellowish grey

bright red , dark rose , brick

red , rose
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