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Prapakorn Thongsuk. (2006). A Study of Tung in Lanna. Master's Project, M.Ed. (History).
Bangkok: Graduate Schoo!, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Assist.

Prof. Dr. Wongdeun Narasuj.

This study focuses on the creation of Tung in Lanna culture. Tung was used in
decoration and as part of ceremonies in Lanna’'s major cities in the past. Lanna people had
close relations with Buddhist ceremonies, so they invented Tung as a way of paying respect
to Buddhism. Tung's long history is evidenced in Bailan scripts, stone inscriptions and
Lanna's legends found in many temples in the region. There are several types of Tung.
Since Tung was created on the basis of local beliefs and ceremonies of each area, each
form of Tung was unique, reflecting a befief and application in a ceremony. Tungs were
also symbols of the ceremonies in which they were used. Lanna people used Tung in both
auspicious and inauspicious ceremonies. Tung has continually represented the unique
characteristics of Lanna's community and society until now.

Nowadays the use of Tung is different from the past. The use of Tung as
decoration has turned into the symbol of the revival of Lanna's traditions and customs
without the understanding of the uniqueness and the application of each type of Tung.
However, there are few groups of peopie who can see the values of Tung and use it for the
same purpose as it was used traditionally. If there is no campaign to promote the
conventional use of Tung, the values and the tradition of Tung in Lanna culture will be fost in

the future.
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