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Auvisor Committer : Asst. Prof. Nuanla-or Thinanon, Assoc. Prof. Wannarat Tangcharoen

This study aims at analyzing “khor”, the northern traditional fantern, still made for a living
only by communities in Muang and Saraphi Districts, Chiang Mai Province. 50 samples have been
selected from a total collection of 200 pieces, on the basis of their form, decorative design,
traditional beliefs entailed and the process of creation. The research is accompanied by illustrations
and a description of the analytical method used.

Khem can be categorized into 4 types, portables, hangings, floating (like hot air paper
balloons), and rotating with shadow figuration. Each of the types can be divided into several forms,

The khom shape and figure are simple adaptations from nature and geometry.

The natural designs used, for example, are these of the butterfly, ant's nest, lotus, star, and
drop of water. The geometrical forms, for example, are square, cylindrical, circular, octagonal, and
hexagonal.

The decorative designs used have been handed down from teacher to student in the same
community. The design structures are usually similar but differ in their details and application. Some
of khom craftsmen adapt designs commonly seen in traditional mural painting in temples or wats.

Handle Khom is usually decorated with diagonal square design. Hanging Khom's basic
decorative designs. baoth in its body and tail are diagonal square, pie-sheped and lotus-fiowerpct
design, put together with comer triangie, sunflewer and zig-zag design. Floting Khom has no
decorative design. Shadow-play Khom is basicslly decorated with performted images of folk playing
and twelve sign of zodiag , puttogether with diagonal square, zigzag, and conner triangle design

Traditional beliefs about the khom reflect Buddhist traditional beliefs. Folk people believe
that offering khom at a religious place, apart from acting as a prayer to the Triple Gem, will make
them beautiful and wise. If they hang the khom at their dwelling, apart from its decorative purpose, it
will be auspicious.

The materials used in making khom are generally the same as those used in the past such
as bamboo sticks, mulberry paper, kite paper, rope, thread, knitting wooi, paste, cloth. In modern
times, some more appropriate materials has been adopted such as staples, latex adhesive, wire,
glue guns. The tools used in making khom are common ones such as the knife, cutter, scissors,
mallet, chisel, etc. Thére i5 some adaptation of the tool size to make them fit for use with a mallet or
chisel. The procedure for making khom has six stages: materials and tools preparation, framework
and handle making, applying mulberry paper or cloth, making the tail, folding and cutting the
decorative design, and applying the design. ' |

The result this study provides a record of existing information about handicraft of khom in
Chiang Mai to serve as an as evidence. | think Government organization concerning about art and

culture in Chiang Mai should work together to preserve paper lantem for our younger generation’s

admiration and education
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