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A Feasibility Study on Secondary School Cluster Formation
for
The Implementation of Vocational Programmes
At Upper Secondary Level:

A Case Study of Secondary Schools in Phitsanulok Province

The research is aimed to study the feasibility of
four maior factors contributing towards successful formation of
school clusters for vocational programmes: namely, possible
enrolment in vocational programmes; potential resources for
teaching/learning activitiess 2dAministration of the school
clusters' operation; and social implications in school organi=-
zation., The study also ranks the schools in 2 cluster accord-
ing to their suitability ns the centre of vocational programmas

organization,

The study's sample consists of four secondary schools,
people concernad with those schools znd relevant Adocuments,
The four secondary schools offer classes up to the upper cycle
and arel situnted in ¥uang District of Phitsanulok Provinces
namely, Chz Nok Rong School, Chaloem Xhwan Satri School,
Phitsanulok Phitthayakhom School, and Phitsanulok Suksa School.
The peopla concerned with the schools comprise school adminis-
trators, taaching staff, .3 students of 1985 academic year and
their parents or guardians. The documents selected include
regulations, orders and operational guidelines for ordonizing
secondary schools for the implementation of vocational
programmas., Five sets of data~-collection instruments have been
constructed and used in the study,incluling -thirce quoastionnaires,
and two attitude scales on school cluster formation for the

implementation of vocational programmes.



-2 -

It may be summarized from our findings that once tha
four schools ar:s formed into a cluster, the enrolment in
vocational programmas will increase to the extent that the
schools will be able to of fer seven vocational subjects, i.e.
auto-mechanics, accounting, power slectricity, secretarial
course, elsctronics, hotal service business (tourism) and
office work, The present tezaching/learning status of
vocational programmas indicates that tha four schools arsz
facaed with considerabls rasource constraint when considered
against tha standard criteria for vocational programmas
implemaentation. ¥When the seven subjects are taken into
consideration, thevy mav be arranged in order of their feasibi~
lity as follows: accounting, secretarial course, hotel
service business (tourism) and office work; the remainder --
auto-mechanics, power electricity and alzctronics -- are
seriously hampered by lack of resources, in particular,

electronics, for which the school clustar has no specialists,

On the administration of school cluster's operation,
it has been found that tha existing regulations, orders and
guidelines for vocational programmas }mplementation, are
comprchansive and conducive to school cluster formation,

These documents cover organization, general rmanagsment,
financial management, personnel management and teaching/learn-
ing programmes organization. School administrators, support
teachers and vocational tz2achers tend to have favourable
attitudes towards the propossd administrative modzal of school
cluster. Their attitudes do not differ from those at the
cluster lavel and at the school leval, with the exception of
tha ~ttitudes of all typas of staff taken together -- the staff



of Phitsanulok Phitthayakhom School have more favourable
attitudes towards school clusterx management than those of Cha
Nok Rong School and Chaloem Xhwan Satri School,

On the question of social feasibilities, in general,
the teachers, students and parents/guardians have favourable
attitudes towards school cluster formation, correlating with
our hypothesis. However, when 2 comparison is made between
srﬁools, and between sample groups in each school, it is found
that there are statistically significant differences in
attitudes of the samnple groups. The teachers, students and
their parents/guardians of Cha Nok Rong School, Phitsanulok
Phitthayvakhom school and Phitsanulok Suksa School have more
favourable attitudes than those in the sample group of Chaloem
Khwan Satri School. Besides, teachers of every school have
less favourable attitudes than students and their parents/

guardians in every school.

As for each school's preparedness in becoming the
centre for the seven vocational programues in the cluster, it
is found that Phitsanulok Phitthayakhom ranks first in its
capacity ~o offer all of the seven programues, followed by
Chaloem Khwan Satri School, Phitsanulok Suksa School and Cha
Nok Pong School in order of their capacitias.

In conclusion, it is feasible for the four schools to
join one cnother in a cluster in order to implement vocational
programmes at the upper secondarv level. However, there may be
some constraints regarding resources for industrial arts
subject groups which are found to be seriously lacking in all
schools in the proposed cluster. It is also necessary to step

%



k

up efforts to expla
vocational programm

people concerned.
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jn the necessity and import of such
es at the cluster level to all groups of
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