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Province. A Master's Project. M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok: Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor: Associate Professor Phatboon Duangchan.

The research analyzed names of places in Punpin District, Suratthanee Province to
study the background and name meanings of villages and subdivisions of a district,
known in Thai as fambons, in such areas. Field research data from the documents
which were given by local resource people were analyzed qualitatively. The research
results were presented in a descriptive manner.

The results revealed that in Punpin District, there were 16 tambons and 95 villages,
but since some of the villages and tambons share the same names, there were 99
names in total. These villages and tambons had a long history and had undergone
changes as a result of their environmental forces and historical events. Some of them
had more than one story of their origin. As a result, there were 104 stories involving the
history of the place names. An analysis of the stories revealed 12 inspirational sources
for the naming of villages or tambons. These inspirational sources can be arranged
from the most to the least frequent as follows: first, a place was named after local
vegetation. Second, it was called after a geographical typology. Third, it was according
to the place's geographical location (e.g. north, east, south and west) and its physical
appearance. Fourth, a place was sometimes called after a local event, legend or
folklore. Fifth, it was named after an important construction. Sixth, it was called after the
place's natural resource. Seventh, the first or last name of a person was used. Eighth, it
was named after a local animal. Ninth, it was named after a religious site. Tenth, it was
called after the place's popular occupation. Eleventh, it was named after a good luck
charm and, lastly, there were names that derived from other things. ”

Regarding the meaning of the names, the research revealed that all of the names
can be classified into 12 types from the highest to the least frequency in this order:
firstly, the meaning was related to local vegetation. Secondly, the meaning suggested a
geographical typology. Thirdly, it concerned a local event, legend or folklore. Fourthly,
the name was according to a geographica! location and physical appearance. Fifthiy, it
was a person's first or last name. Sixth, it was involved with an important construction.
Seventh, it concerned a natural resource. Eighth, the meaning was related to a iocal

animal. Ninth, it related to a religious site. The occupation-related meaning came in at



tenth, while the meaning that was involved with a good luck charm was almost the last

one in order. Finally, the twelfth type was the name related to other meanings.
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