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Life process of the Thai people had been in close
connection with the rivers since the beginning of the nation.
Housing communities of the Thai people took place along the
rivers or canals for plantation as well as for water supply
in deily life. The water ways were alsc the means for water
travelling in treansportation and business. Boats were invented
vehicles for such purposes. So, boeting was a significant impact
upon the Thei culture, custom, and leisure time.

During the Sukhothai period, the community was extended
along the Yom River, King Pra Ruang of Sukhothai travelled by
boat to celebrate the Loy Krathong Festival or Jong Prieng
Festival in the river with candle-1lighted decoration in the full
moon night Novemher,

During the Ayuthaya period, ling hoats became major vehicles
for water travelling and communicetion either in peaceful time or
war time. When peaceful, the King order the Royal Guards and
soldiers to train and practice in hoat rowing and naval strategies
regularly. After farming season and there were some flooded areas,
the farmers were free from their regular chores. The Royal Navy
was called upon by the King to exercise the naval strategies. The
King went by boat to the temple for the Roya! Prakratin Donation.
There were boat racing and hoat singing as festival and celebration
glong the Hoyal Prakratin Procession. Long bosts, then, had hecome

and important part of life in that period.



Long boats took an important role still during the dhonhuri
period, especislly for defense. King Taksin or Pra Chao Krungthon,
after victory over Burmese to free the nation, ordered for many
newly built obets for war in the Royal Navy. He preserved the
naval architecture and it bgcame the Royal Festivel Navy and Barges.
They were used for Royal Celebrations and Processions.

During the Rathanakhosin period, long bosts and barges become
useful for many Royal Functions, such as Roysl Water Travel, Royal
Prakratin Donstion, and Royal Funeral. Organized boat racing came
to existence in thet period.

Long bost racing was a Thaij tradition and culture. It had
been transmitted to our generation with support and promotion of
the Long Boat Association of Thailand, Tourism Organization of
Thailand, Sports Authority of Thailand, end all walks of 1ife.

They organized the long boat racing in every region of the country,.

The long hosts as such might be classified into 4 groups:
(1) Small long boasts, (2) Medium long bosts, and ¢3) Large long
boats., These kinds of long boats were grouped to compete in all
redions of the country. They were the North Region of Naan,
Pitsanuloke, Pichit, Nakornsawan; the Central Region of Chaiyanat,
Singburi, Arngthorny, Saraburi, Ayuthaya, Bangkok, Nakornpathom;
the Northeast Region of Ubolrachatani, Buriram, Nakornrachasima,
Nongkhai, Nakornpanom; the South Region of Chumporn, Surathani;

the East Resion of Prachinburi and Chacherngsao,



Long boat racing was upgraded by Tourism Organization of
Thailand to an international long hbeat racing event. It invited
internetional long¥ boet teams to participate in the annual long
beat recing, In addition, the Sports Authority of Thailand sent
the Thai national long hoat team to participate in the SEA Games,
as well.

The Thai tradional and cultural long bost racing has
developed to an internationsal sport and culture. This valuable
event shall and must be preserved for the national pride and
heritage. Both present aﬁd next generations should have their

rights to appreciate it,
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