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The major purpose of this reseérch Wwas to investigate the
people's participation in the operation of the Tambol (Subd}strict)
Youth Centers. The specific objéctivé wes threefold: (l)'tQ study the
nature of the participaticn, (2) to survey the problems znd obstacles
in rumning the centers ané (3) to collect the people's suggestion on
how to improve the youth centers.

This study wes carriec¢ out in Nakhon Pathom Province,
only in.the areas where the youth centers were siﬁuated. The sample
_consisted of 140 subjects which included the parents of the youth and
the committee members of the Tamboi Councils,

The findings were as follows:

l. People's Perticipzstion. The pa?ticipation coula be

summerized into 5 categories.

l.1 Awareness an¢ Interest. The sample reported that
they became awére of the existence anc the activities of the youth centers
from their family members who participated in the centers! activity.
In thelr support to the centers, 93.6 per cent reported thzt they encourage
their sons and Gaughters to tie the members of the CenterSjin oréer for
them 10 gein new knowledge and skills both in general anc vocational earess,
tc spena the time usefully; to encourage responsibility among themselves,
to encourapge wnity, mental development, and the roles in commuanity
aeveloprnent. ;

i.2 Participation in the Meetings, Serviné as Members
and Providing idvice. 4About 55.7 per cent reported that éhey attended the
centers' meetings, while 1;2.9 pér cent cic not because they did not have

sufficient time, nor were they contacted. 59.3 per cent served or used



to serve as commitﬁee members and advisers of the center;. 4O per cent
reported that they provided edvices tc the youth when requested for.

1.3 Donation. About 7@.7 ver cent of the sample
reported that they had donate& money, foods and other materials in
support of the centers! activities, while 29.3 oer cent reported that
they did not reasoning that notody contacted them, they"were not in
the position to do so end the centers, in their opinicns, had officially
been supported.

1.4 Participation in.the Activities. About 83.6 per cent
of the sample reported that they participated in the centers' activities
in commnity development, activities commemorating significant days,
training, youth gathering, and sports competitionj while 16.4 did not
perticipate, reasoning that they were engaged in earning & living,
they were not in good health. |

1.5 The Usefulness of the T;mbol Youth Centerss
About 97.9 per cent reportec¢ that the youth centers were useful in
providiﬂg knowledge and skills to tke youth in the community, encouraging
the spending of time in vsluale ways, encouraging group: work and

;! + s . - - 2
fostering the zbility to work for the sake of the community.

2. épinions toward the Problems and Obstecles Hindering the

Peoples! Participation.

2.1 The problems arising from the youth centers themselves
includec the following; the committee as well as the members not being
ready to take the responsibility in running the centers, the youngsiers
needing to spare some time in helping their parents to‘earp a 1iviﬁg,
the members of the ceﬁters migratiﬁg to other communities, the lack of

effective public relations; irresponsibility by some committee members,



inappropriétg, timins for orzanizing some activities, some committeé
members not understgnding the objectives of the centers, no permanent
facilities for the centers.

2.2 .Preblems arising from the community incluced the
following: the community members tving no time to participate,
community memters not being cooperative, community members not being
encoiraged, lack of inthusiasm to participete in the yoﬁth centers
ectivities.

2;3 Other protlems ané obstacles incluéed the lack
of budget, lack of supoecri from the go#ernment authoritiés, local
leaders not reslizing the importence, lack of good putlic relation and
communication, freguent transfer.of the centers staff members.

3. Opinions toward the Operation of the Jenters.

3,1 The parents! cocperation. dAbout 53.6 per cent
of the.sample“reported that the parents’ ﬁarticipatibn was minimal
because they haé to earn their living; while 31.L4 per cént was at the
moderate levely and only 15 per cent viewec the parents! participation
st the maxirum level.

3.2 Care and attention of the Tambol Council's members

sbout 62.9 per cent reportec that the members ¢id not take gooc care nor

éid they pay attention to the ceﬁters, whiie 30.7 §er éent thought theyA;
G | | o

3,3 The support of the staff members of-tﬁe centers.
About 6B.6 cer cent of the sémple repsrted thét tne staff supported the
center at the high level by providing rurning tudget, advice in

organizing asctivities anc follow up, meetings of the members.



Only 17.8 per cent reported thet the staff members were not

interested in ‘these activities, and 13.6 per cent thought thet

there was a lack in cooperation among the authorities.

3.4 Care and attention on the part of the youngsters.

About 60 per cent of the sample reported the youth paid ;iﬁtle

attention to the activity'because they had to help their parents in

earning their living, 'and the lack of affiliation with the centers,

vhile 16.L per cent paid good attqntion-to the:cehters by

participating in the activities and in group work.

L. Suggestions by the People.

‘The followings were the suggestions, in rank, by the

semple.
1)
_2)
sufficiently.
3)
b
'5)
6)
7)

Budget should be sufficiently allocated.

Projects should be supportecé continuously end

Public relations_shoul& be improved.

Follow-up work and visitation should be encouraged.
Meétings should bé more frequent.

Vocational activities should be made more availéble.

Vocational training to meét_the needs of the local

youngsters should be more encouraged. o

8)
?)

Steff members should not be transferred more often.

A bulletin containing ﬁovementé’of various youth

centers should be made available,
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