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An Analysis of Factors Related to Educational and Career Decision

-+ -

Making of Upper Secondary Students

Oraphin Choochom Ashara Sucaromana and Tasana Tongpukdee

Behavioral Science Research Institute, Srinakharinwirot University

The objectives of this siudy were {1) to explain educational and carecr decision making from related facters, (2)
to compare the strength of contribution such as background, personal, and environment factors to educational and career -
decision making, and (3) to analyze the causal relarionships of related factors affecting educational and career decis{nn
making in male -and female upper secondary students, The sample consisted of 1,163 upper secondary students in the
Bangkok Mctr-opolis. Hierarchical set multiple regression analyses indicated that all three factors significantly (p < .05)
related to educational and career decision making. The personal factor contributed to educational and career decision making
most. Path analysis obtained fitted models with 3 factors and revealed indirect effects as well as direct effects on

educational and career decision making.

In analyzing a model to explain educational and career decision making of
male and female upper secondary students, the conceptual-model was s'tronély
influenced by Bandura's (1978) theory, in WhiC}ll learning and related behavior are-
viewed as resulting from three factors of X:rinteractin‘g inﬂuencesJ: El) background
factors such as gonder and prior knowledge; (2) psychological orpl personal factors
such as autonomy and perccivetion_ of self - efficacy;, and (3) environment or
social factors such as teacher and peer supports. The ﬁﬁdings from this research

provide the complete understanding conceming factors relating to educational and

career decision making.

Correspondence concerning this research should be addressed to Assisl.Prof.Dr. Oraphin Choochom, Behavioral Science

Research Institute, Srinakharinwirot University, Sukumvit 23, K]ongtoef, Bangkok 10110, Thailand.



Purpose of the study

The purposes of this study were (1) to explain educational and career
decision malking from related factors, (2) to cc;mpare the strength of cc;ntribution
such as background, personal, and environment factors to educational and career
dicision making, and (3) to analyze the causal relationships of related factors
affecting educational- and -career decision. making in male and female upper

secondary students.

Method
Sample
The sample consisted of 1,163 10th (M.S.4), 11th (M.S.5), and 12th (M.S.
6) grade students from 11 upper secondary schools under the Department of

General Education, Ministry of Education in the Bangkok Metropolis. |

. .
Measuring Instruments
1. Background questionnaire
B . it s . i .
. Educational and career decision making inventory.

. Autonomy inventory

. Anxiety inventory
' A

2

3

4

5. Locus pf control inventory .

6. Problem - solving ability inve;ntory.
7. Self - éfﬁcac‘y inventory. ’
All inventories were examined psychometric properties. The réliabiljty

coefficients of these inventories are acceptable.



Data-Analysis Procedures
*  *Thé Coinputer program SPSS/PC and AMOS were used for data analysis.
1. Such descriptive statistics as frequency, percentage, mmean, standard
deviation, and correlations were' used tot'dcst:ribe sam'pleb characteristic_:s and
variables. |
2. The hierarchical set n{ultiple regréésions axialysos were conducted to
detérmine the relative strength of different sets of 'indeper;dent variables.’ The
present model coritains three sets of independent variables : Baokgfound, perso:nal
and"énvironment.
- ‘3._ﬁ Path analyses were employed to test the causal models of educational

and career decision making.

Results
4. ¢ S 3.4

“The researchvﬁndings are summarized as follows :
F ’ 40k o
1. The majonty of upper secondary students (52.1 %) in formal education
' i L1 . 0 T
system took M.S. 6 equ:valence examination, with 70% of the students passing the :

i " r t 3 . ¥

examination. Students generally repotted that the persons who they need to
consult w1th and discuss educanonal/vocatlonal cl;ou:es are paronts (43‘?:) teaohor‘s
(13%), relatives (7%), and peers (6%). . Most students (55.4%) ate pnmarlly
concerned with their ablhnes mterests, ar‘ldwglgt:t‘udes in etlucahonal/vocahonal
ch01ce They are largely uncertam about both their educatlo;:ul decmons (51%),
and vocatlonal demswns (66%) Howe;/er most ;tudents (50%}) ;'epotted that they

e "oy 4

intend to pursue their studles at the post secondary education level The majority

of students (48%) plan to work in the private sector .
i vy o M "
2. Background personal and environment factors could explain 37% of
. P R - -
the varlance 'in educauonal and career dccmon makmg for male students and 34%

LN 1Y &

of the variance in educational and career decision makmg for female students In
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particular, the personal factor contributes to educational and career decision
making most, the background factor is second in terms of strength of contribution,
and the environment factor is the least.

3. The proposed model of both male and female upper secondary students’
educational and career decision making fits the data. Career decision making is
the result of_‘ prior knowledge, autonomy, problem-solving abi_lity, self-efficacy ,

and peer support which has direct influences on educational and career decision

making for male students. There is a similarity between male and female models
in educational and career decision making except prior knowledge which has no

- . 4 , . - .
direct or indirect effect on female, students 'educauonal and career decision

Tk % . o 1

making. Furthermore, self-efficacy, a personal factor, is the most ppwerfu}
influence on both male and female students’ educational and career decision

making. o
) o
Comparing the 3 dimensions of educational and éareer decision _making

- - ¥ 1 - -+

(ie., identity, educational - vocational mformatlon and readmess in decision-

gt L i : 5T iy . .

makmg) educatlonal - vocational mformatmn accounts for more variance from the
+ ' I H i "

three factors than do the other dimensions for male model [—Iowever the three

e
+

factors could explam more variance in readiness in de01s1on -making than do the

ot . LYY L . I

other dlmensxons for female model
LY

. b v L ‘,:’ t

Recommendauons based non', “'the ﬁndmgs are summanzed as fol]ows

BT
LIS I . [ J"' N 3

1. The findings might help teachers and counselors to determme which

intervention or guidance would yield hlghest probablhty of nght educanonal and
career de<:131on makmg In addition, the career decision makmg 1nvemory could

7 ] ry

serve as a dlﬁgl‘lOSth tool for students who have problems concerning career

. ¢

decision making (i.e., identity, information, and readiness). The inventory could

be used to differentiate students having identity problems from those lacking

educational/vocational information or those lacking readiness to decide.
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2.  Although teacher support has no direct and indirect effects on
educational and career decision making, teachers could be more helpful to their
students in career development in order to make a difference. N

3. In this study, the causal relation between educational and career
decision making and background, personal, and environment factors was explored
in cross-sectional research. Further studies should be designed in longitudinal or
experimental research in order to effectively determine causal dire(;tion.

4, The future research should include different types of support in addition
to different sources of support. In this study the amount of variance in career

decision making explained by different sources of support is small.
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