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Sukunya Jiamviset. (2005). An Analysis of Thai Educational System from Literatures during
the Early Time of Ratlanakosin in the Reign of King Rama 1 - 3. Master's Project,
M.Ed.(Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project

Advisor ; Assoc. Prof, Sunanta Sorach,

The purpose of this research was to study and analyze the Thai educational
system drawn from the 7 Thai literatures . Khun Charng Khun Phaen, Pra - Apaimanee,
Kritsana Saunnong Kamchan, Karp Prachaisuriya, Plengyao Tawai Owart, Sawasdiragsa,
and Supasit Saunying in the early time of Rattanakosin during the reign of King Rama 1-3 in
terms of the philosophies of education, teachers and students, schocls or educational
institutions, curriculums, textbooks, and teaching methodologies.

The study which was carried out in an analytical descriptive approach revealed
the following findings:

As for the educational philosophy, there were 3 kinds of philosophy used as
guidelines on education in Thailand ; Buddhism philosophy. Progressivism philosophy and
Essentialism philosophy. Among these 3 philosophies of education , the Buddhism was
most widely used. This philosophy emphasized the learners’ potential, self-reliance, and
survival in Thai society, whereas the Progressivism is centered on the teachers who made a
lesson plan suitable for the learners. The learners are allowed to gain knowledge in
accordance with their own abilities and interests. But the emphasized on subject-contents.
The teachers would be good models for their learners to follow.

Concerning the teacher and the learner, most of the teachers were usually the
fully-grown persons in the family. They would teach their children the basic reading and
writing skills and guide them for further education. For young men, they had to be a monk
before becoming the civil servants while young women were taught home economics.
Normally, the ones who gave lessons or instructions to young men were teachers in the
royal house, monks, and priests. All of them always taught morality, ethics, and mantra or
magic. On the learners’ part, the princes would learn how to fight in a war or battle, gavern
or rule the country with the 10 Tossapitrajatham {the 10 rules for being the good Kingj, and

behave in the royal manner. But the princesses would study the royal traditions or customs,



governing principles, home economics, manners, code of conduct, and their family lives
management. For ordinary people especially men, they learned about the principles,
customs or ways of being the royal servants and officials, weapons training (i.e. how to fight
with or attack someone with war weapons), army organisation according to the war
superstition textbook, occult powers or magic art, and horoscope. By contrast, women
knew more about home economics, manners and being a good daughter as well as good
wife.

Regarding the educational institution, the process of learning and teaching took
place in their home, temple, royal house or noble institution. The eiders often
homeschooled their sons and grandsons. The monks would teach the learners Dharma or
the Buddhist doctrines, ethics, and magic art. Apart from these, the learners could study
other specific subjects directly from the teachers at the royal court and noble institution.

For the curriculum, it was an introduction to the fundamentals of principles; for
instance, orthography and social manners. Besides, the vocational curriculum e.g.
horoscope, traditional and modern medicine, clerical studies, fighting arts, or other
craftsmanship , and the additional curriculum such as music, astrology , magic art as well
as foreign languages were an essential part of the curriculum.

Relating to the textbook used in learning and teaching, there were: Garp
Prachaisuriya, Kampee Tripetch , Tamra Khomdumdin, Tamra Pichaisongkram or the war
superstition textbook, Tamra Horasart or the horoscope textbook, Tamra Saiyasart or magic
art textbook, and supplementary reading textbooks; for example, Supasit Praruang and
Kiong Petch Puang.

With regard to the teaching method, there existed 3 types of them: memorizing or

by heart learning method, practising method and applying method .
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