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Sammiti Sukbunjhong. (2555). Reality Shows in Thailand : Reflections of Performing Art via
Media in The Trend of Consumerism Culture. DA. (Art and Culture Research).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee:

Prof. Dr. Wiroon Tangjarern, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Supachai Singyabuth,

Assoc. Prof. Kittima Surasonti.

The purposes of this research are three folds: Firstly, to study performing art through
media using the case study of reality shows in the context of consumerism culture of
Thailand; Secondly, to study the relationship between media and performing art in the case of
reality shows in Thailand; and thirdly, to study the interrelationships between reality shows in
Thailand and the group of Thai people as well as the Thai community in the context of
consumerism culture of Thailand.

In execution, the researcher investigated the development of reality shows in Thailand
by emphasizing analytical studies in the case of the show “Academy Fantasia (AF): An act of
the Dream Catchers”. This is due to the fact that this show has gained highest popularity from
Thai viewers and has had continuous social impacts and roles in Thai society. In addition, the
show, more than any other shows, has brought about clear picture of gatherings of the group
of Thai people. By studying this show, it will lead to explanation and understanding of
performing art through media. In order to achieve the purposes of this research in terms of
space and time, the research chose to conduct analytical studies in the data relating to reality
shows in Thailand by indicating the period of time and the space for studies. The show
started broadcasting to the consumers in Thailand at the period of time in the year 1988
(B.E.2540) until the present time.

Moreover, the research studied the data in time of the final round when there was an
announcement of the show winner. Such study was pursued in an attempt to understand the
phenomenon. The research not only covered the studies of that final round, but also the
investigation of activities afterwards such as mini concerts as well as meet and greet sessions
of AF artists and AF fan clubs, the investigation of which benefited in behavioral studies of
viewers and artists, as well as in explanation of the interactions/interrelationships of the reality
shows in Thailand and the group of Thai people as well as the Thai community in the context

of consumerism culture of Thailand.



The results of this research are 1) reality show is the reflection of complex mythologies in
Thai performing arts via media 2) the process of reality show is the practice of commodity to
become a culture and 3) reality show is the core of imagining community construction in Thai

consumerism culture context.
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