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INTERRELATIONSHIPS AMONG CURIOSITY, INTERNAL - EXTERNAL

CONTROL AND READING ABILITY OF 4th AND 7th GRADERS
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Interrelationships Among Curiosity, Internal - External

Contrel and Readang Abilaty of 4th and 7th Graders

The main purpose of this study was to find out the interrelationships
among curiosity, internal - external control and reading abilities (com-
prehension, speed and accuracy)

A sample of 297 students was drawn from grades 4 and 7 in urban
(Bangkok) and rural (Korat) areas. They were divided into groups of
153 boys, 144 girls, 173 Thai and 124 Chinese, Tools to cellect data
were a curiosity rating scale, an internal - external control test and
readang abilities test,

The main findings showed the signmificant 1nterre}atlonsh1ps ameng
the variables when all subjects were considered as a whole, However,
for the fourth graders, the relationships between curiosity and other
variables were not found; and for the seventh graders, the relationship
between internal - external control and reading speed and accuracy was
not found either,

When sex was considered ag a criterion, it was found that the
boys were more curious than the girls; and for the ethmic groups, at was
found that the Chinese were better than the Thar in reading abilities
in both grades 4 and 7. ‘

Furthermore, for grade 4, the rural group was found to be more\

curious than the urban group, the girls were found to have more interhal

control than the boys and the urban group was found to have hagher abilaty



than the rural group in reading comprehensgion.

But for grade 7, the Chinese group was feound to be more-curious
than the Thax group, the rural group was found to hgve more internal
control than the urban group and the girls were found to be better an

reading comprehension than the hoys.
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