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The purpose of this study is to ewplore the historical aspscts,
development and implementation status of the Radio/ Correspondence Project
of Department of Non-forral Education. The study strasses the project
heing committed in the South a&s a case-study., The study also aims to
analz: problems, obstacles, trends and suggestions to the project
operatlon,

The study employs 3 methods of data collection : (1) Documeniary
study (2) Interviewing of concerned administrators, operating officers,
group teschers and the learners; and (3) Questionnaires to survey its
status and operation of the Radio/Correspondence Project being committed
in the South,

Resoults of the study can be summarized as follows @

1. Implementation of the Thai Radio/Correspondence has its
inception from ¢ (1) pressures from the people's cduciiional needss
(2) technological advancement in media in sducatins the masss  {3)
concepts of life-long educations and (4) experiences in ewploying mass
media, to directly deliver educational messages to the mass, gained by
various agencies,

) 2, Operation of the Thai Radio/Correspondsnce Project can be
approximately 50 years traced back. This is supported by the fact that
the method had been erployed in teaching accountancy by private
organizations and the Radio School Froject of the Ministry itself,

Between 1980-1984, the Government had commissioned the Ministry
of Kducation and the Department of Public Relations to set up the radio

second network which totalled 11 stations all over the country to give



the people dircect educational messaes, The notwork Lransmitbed 19 hacars
of educational programs per day. Thers were, than, 7 educational prasramss
(1) radio school; (%) +the Redio/Correspondence Prozram; (3) tescherts
education; (4) The Open University's sducational program; (5) agricule
tural extension; (&) health and sanitation; and (7) local and foreirn
nevws relays.

3, The Radio/Correspondence Project of the Department of Mon-
formal Education had its inception in 1977 and can bs divided into 2
phases., The experimental phase, was between 1977-1281, The disseminating
phise was from the year 1282, During the first phase, the Functional
Continuing Sducation lavels 3«4 and interest group project were tricd
in some arsas, &nd later on expanded to encompiss the whole country,

In 1985, two curricular were tried., Thsy were the Tuncticnal Litericy
Project which was connectad to the National Literscy Campairn, and ithe
Functionsl Continuing fdacation lavel ., The two curricular was
schedulad to disseminats to cover the whole country in 19E7,

4. Operation of the Radio/Correspondeance Project in the South
during Phase 1 (1977-1981) had bssn employad the Fﬁnctional Continuing
Fducation levels =4 in the l'our proviness : Songkhla, Pataloong, Trang
and Nakornsrithammaraet, The number of gradvates of the project was
3,395, The group teschers totalled 104 and the cluster lsaders totalled
2, In the sxpansion phase (1982 = 1984), 5,241 students registered for
the the Functional Continuing Sducation classes. 4And there were 355
teachers of all levels. Also, in this phase, the project expanded %o

sover three more provinces: Chuwporn, Surethanee and Satun,



5, With regard to instructional materials and curriculum
development, the Southern Regional Centre for Non-formal Education has
undertaken the following efforts:

(1) During the experimentsl phase, it has developsd curriculdr
for 20 subjects of Functional Continuins Education levels 3-4; 200 insfruc-
tiondal meterials which were radio program contonts; 720 learning wnits
were developed; 400 radio programs were achieved; and 30,750 copies of
lezarners! manuals vwere accomplished, |

{(2) During the dissemination phase, 16 subject aveas of
Functional Continuing Education levels 3-4 were developed; 220 of radio
program contents ware developed; 440 learning units werc developed; 280
radio programs were developed; and 44,000 copies of learners! manvals
were accomplished, In addition, 2 subject areas were developed for the
interest group program, They are now boeing tried in Sstun,

6. The prominent problems and obstacles of the Radiof/Correspondence
Project as experienced in the South are the problems of personnel readircss
during the experimental stage; problems regarding wmanagerial mitters as
to how to handie distant learning and menzge the madia; and problems
regarding the learners themselves with regard to their occupatione such
as fishery. -Besides, there are problems on methods of learning which

require tha learners to rely mors on self-instruction.
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