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SHADOW — PLAY

Introductory Note

In order to introduced the foreigner to be good understanding about
the ancient forms of Thai “Shadow-play" I therefore beg to give you a brief
explanation as follows.

The expression of “Shadow—play" in Thai is call Nang litterally
mean “Skin” or “hide” because the figures that used for the 'Shadow—play are
drawn embossed and painted on Skins or hide which are mounted on sticks A large
scroen of white sheet is set up with strong light behind it, and the figures or
picture are shown against the screen. The figures on the Skin or hide represent
characters in the ancient drama, and the stories there form are presented.

The Singer and the chorus sing and recite the word of the story, and
the figures are moved about the screen by men who dance as they move.

The entertainment is appreciated mainly by those who like the pictures
which are the beautiful pieces of Thai or Thai art. Some of the other people like
to watch the dancing and listen to the songs, the recitation and the music.

The Shadow—play can also create laughter with their Jokes very often.

KANA CHANG CO., LTD.



A brief story of Ramayan

tart 1

The Battle of Giant Indara Chit

Before to relate the story of the war between the giant Indara Chit with
Phra Lupsapa and Phra Rama as appear in the Shadow-play in this book. I beg
to refer to The Ramayan story which was written by H.M. The Late King FPhra
Buddayod Fah or the first King of the Chakri dynasty in a brief story as follow.

In an ancient day when Phra Phrom Thada The God of Hindu came
down from Heaven to created the world. At that time there have a crualty giant
who name Hiranta who have a sin full mind or vulgar. This Giant like to used
his powerful and mighty power to disturb and distroy the world in the way of
injustice, such as to wrap the world or the earth by his strength no body who
dare to stop him until Phra Naraiya (The God of HNuman in Ramayan story)
know this news and came down from heaven to stop and kill him that make
the world become to be peaceful again.

; The world in Ramayan story at that time dividing human into lwo groups,
the first group was an ordinary human who believe and 1espected that The Right
is Might the other group was The QGiant who believe and respected that the
Might is Right, Buth groups were always have the Ideological conflict to each other
that cause the war break out at the end a8 the reader will see the various war
break out in the next following page.

In the ancient time of The Ramayan story there were two great and
powerful Kings of the human in each group. The King of the Giant group name
Tossakara who have ten heads and twenty hands, and the King of an ordinary
human name Phra Rama with his younger brother name Phra Lugsana, who have
only two handse and one head as the samo as all human in the world.

The cause that make the war broke out between the two Kings wereo
very complicated, but any how the main incident that made the war broke out

i8 believed that Owing to the miss conducted of Tossakara. The Giant King who



used his derty trick to kidnaped the Queen Sida who is Thra Rama's wife awey
by his bad intention to force her to be his wife, but the beautiful Queen Sida
refuse to agree with him.

When Phra Rama knew that his beautiful Queen was Stolen away by
Tossakara The Giant King, he and Phra Lugsana his brother together with hiy
army werc rashed to Longgar City where his beautiful Queen Sida was kept in
custody there and sent his word to Tossakara The (iiant King to free or return
hig beautiful Queen to him. But his word was refuse by the Giant King at that
tine one of Tossakara and brother name Bhi Bhek who was a Royal astrologer to
the court of The Giant King strongly rejected him that it is a very bad moral
to kidnaped away a maried woman from her husband, but Tossakara who was a
very stubborn head got very much angry and command to exiled Bhi Bhek hias
brother away from the Giant Country at ouce.

After Tossakara the Kinpg of Giant refuse to send back Queen Sida to
Phra Rama. The war between Phra Rama and Tossakara was suddenly broke ont
Phra Rama in the beginning have a small amount of soldiers, but afterward
Bhi Bhek who was exiled from The Q@Qiants country by his elder brother Xing
Tossakara came to stay with Phra Rama gave an advice to Phra Rama to call the
mobilization of the monkey soldiers at The Kheed Khin Province Phra Rama found
himself a great success to have a very big number of the chief officer and monkey
goldiers such as Hauwuman, Sucrip, and Ongkot, all of them were very brave and
powerful soldiers were co-operated with Phra Rama in fighting with Giant and

2
have a victory from the giants army many times.




The war between Indara Chit
and Phra Rama Part 2

There were appear that numerous importance chief officers and men of
the Giunt’ﬂ army weorce killed and destroyed by Phra Rama and Phra Lugsana until
Tossakara The King of Giant felt very difficult to find out the powerful chief
officer to fight with Phra Rama any more east time Tossakara was in neccessitate
to sent his grand son name Indara Chit to fight in the battle field. Indara Chit
is one of most powerful chief officer in the Giant army he have two powetrful
weapons. The first one name Nakabas Arrow The second one name Phrommas Arrow
Indara Chit also had recieve the blessing fromn Phra Isawara “’l‘he god in Ramayan

story to disguise himself to be any thing as he like it.
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The Battle of Nakabas Arrow

Nakabas arrow is one of the powerful weapon belonging to The Giant
Indara Chit this arrow while shooting to the ememy it will suddently turn to be a
numerous big and powerful snakes to bite and wraped round the body of an
enemy that make them unable to move and very soon diz at the end.

The first war between Indara Chit and Phra Lugsana Indara Chit no
opportunity to wuse this powerful arrow, because he immediately was shot by
Phra Lugsana with the powerful arrow nume Plaiya Wart, this incident make him
felt very much ill-ness so that when Indara Chit return to his camp to cure his
wounded as soon as he was reccover from the ill-ness he eagerly rushed to the
Arvgaskiri nill to make a sacred ceremony of sharppening his powerful arrow head
name Nakabas on the top of this hill for the term of 7 nights.

Between this time Tossakara The King of Giant use to sent his nephew
name Mangoragan and Viroonya wmook to fight with Phra Rama and Phra Lugsana
but Mangoragan was kill by the powerful arrow of Phra Ramu.

The disappearance of Indara Chit from fighting in the Dlattle ficld
making Phrva Rama felt very much suspected he then ask The Giant Bhi Bhek an
astrologer who came from Tossakara to stay with him to see or prophet about
Indara Chit by his well knowledge of Astrology Bhi Bhel g:ive his proghet to
Phra Rama as if he las seen the incident with his own ecyes that Indara Chit was
disappeared because he was busicst in making a sacied ceremony of sharppening
his powerful arrow hcad about 7 nights if he finish it will be a powerful and one
of the terrible weapon upon reciving this information from Bhi Bhek, Phra Rama
at once commund Charm Bhuwaraj one of a monkey.s officer to disguise himself
to be a big bear rushed to destroy the ceremony at Agas Kiri hill.

This incident making Indara Chit felt very angry he was swiftly ran after
the big bear but he was {ailure in follow it.

During th(; ubsent of Indara Chit from fighting in the battle field

Viroonva Mook. The Giunt officer was sent to fight with Phra Lugeana, but he at

3232



last was capture to be a prisoner of war by Phra Lugsana who did not kill him
but only punished him by puoncture a Tat Too on his fore-head and let him free
back to his camp.

While Viroonya Mook was escape from danger he return to joint with
Indara Chit who was waiting at the back line and re-advance to fight with
Phra Lugsana at battle field again, but this time Indara Chit was laid down a
trict by hided himself at the back and order Viroonya Mook to disguise his body
like him to blind or make the enemy to be miss under standing when opportunity
after Indara Chit immediately shot his powerful arrow naume Nakabas out to the
encmy the arrow head turn to be a numerous big snakes to bite and wraped
Phra Lugsana’s body and all monkey soldiers until all of them were in the state
of faintness except Bhi Bhek only one who was escape and ran away to tell
Phra Rama about this incident at once.

After Phra Rama was in from by Bhi Bhek about his brother he and
Bhi Bhek were suddently rushed to the war field and use his powerful arrow shot
up in to the haven as a signal to invite Phraya Kruda or the Xing of bird
coming down to help his brother with in a minute Phraya EKruda was appear to
take out the big snakes from the body of Phra Lugsana and all monkey soldiers
making all of them were recover from the state of faintness at once.

Phra Rama and Phra Lugsana said his thanks to Phraya Kruda and then

said good~by to him and return to his camp.




The Battle between Phra Lugsana
and Indara Chit Part 3

One of the Giant’s officer name Sarantoota who was an observer at the
back line has seen the incident about Phraya Kruda came down to help Phra Lugsana
and his soldiers like that, he then brought the news back to in from Indara Chit
who knew the incident with very much surprise at the same time this incident
make him very much angry and rushed to ask the permission from Tossakara the
King of Giant for going out to fight with Phra Lugsana again. In fighting with
Phra Lugsana in the secound time Indara Chit beg to postpone about 3 nights in
order to make the sacred ceremony of sharpening his powerful arrow:s head name
Prom-mass arrow under a big tree at Mani Morakot beak.

During the absent of Indara Chit to fight in the battle field, because
he was present in the sacerd ceremony of sharpening his powerful arrow as the
story was written on the above paragraph Tossakara the King of Giant command
The Giant Kampan one of the giant officer to fight with Phra Rama and Phra=-
Lugsana in place of Indara Chit, but Kampan was easily killed by Hanuman the
white monkey who is the chief officer of Phra Rama in the war field.

When the bad news of the Giant Kampan was killed by the enemy were
reach to the ears of Tossakara and Indara Chit make both of them felt very much
angry together with a felling of great revange in their mind, because this bad
news was destroy or make his sacred ceremony of sharpening his powerful arrow
uncomplete.

Indara Chit did not waste time he immediately prepare himself for going
out to fight with Phra Lugsana in the war field again, but in this occasion he used
to change his new Tac-Tics in fighting by disgnise himself to be Phra Indara or
the King of angel driving on the back of The Three headed Elephant name A Ra Wan
and all the soldiers in his army were disguise themselve to be an a.ngel'u goldiers
all of them were flying directed to the war field where FPhra Lugsana and his

Troop were waiting there.



The coming of Indara Chit in this way make Phra Lugsana and his
soldiers were miss understanding that the real Phra Indara coming and make them
careless to protected them selve from an injury of the cnemy and at that time
Bhi Bhek The Astrologer and advicer of Phra Lugsana was absent from the war
field nobedy to warn Phra Lugsana about toc tics of an enemy when Indara Chit
has seen that Phra Lugsana and his soldiers were in the condition of earclessness
he there fore take this opportunity to shoot his Phrom Mas arrow to Phra Lugsana
at that moment making Phra Lugsana fall down to dead at once.

Hanuman the white monkey who stay near by has seen the incident turn
from white to black like that make himself very much angry and suddently jump
up to break and cut the head of the Elephant which Indara Chit use to drive on
its back and at the same moment he also was beaten by Indara Chit with his
powerful bow of arrow that make him felt in the state of faintness and fall down
to the ground together with the Elephant’s head.

When Indara Chit has seen Phra Lugsana's army was badly destroy like
that he folt very proud and order his army to move back to Longar City with out
suspected that it will have any alteration further more in the near fulure.

The delay of Phra Lugsana and his army who did not return to their camp
until sun-gset making Phra Rama his elder brother felt very much anxious and
suspected that there will be some thing happen to his brother he eagerly went out
to the war field together with Chompooparn who is one of his officer in order to
seo that what thing happened. But at that moment owing to the night time making
the battle field cover with the darkness cannot see any thing clearly Phra Rama then
shot his powerful arrow name chandarutit up on the air making a strong light
shining all over to that place.

Phra Rama found himself a great sorrow and oxcite when he has scen
his Brother Phra Lugsana was shot to dead by the arrow s head name Phrommas
sticked at his breast together with all of his soldier such as Hanuman Ongkot and
the othere were all killed by the powerful arrow Phra Rama was immediatedly

]
tried to pull the arrow s head out from his brother breast but it was impossible



to pull it out until he was falling down in & state of faintness and lie down
beside of his brother at that place.

The Giant Sarantoota who was waiting bohind as an observer has seen
the incident like that he thought that all the enemies were alrcady dead he there
fore went back to in from Tossakara The King of Giant at once. An recicving
a2 good news of victory Tossakara felt very much pleasurc because he believe that
when there are no Phra Rama and Phra Lugeana in the world The Queen Sida will
certainly agree to be his wife he then command one of a giuntess who is a lady
in waiting name miss Tri Chadar to invite The Queen Sida to go out to sce the
dead body of Phra Rama her husband at the battle field by gave her the honour
tf‘ drive ont on the diamond carriage Qucen Sida felt a great condolence %o have
her great lost in the begining when she has seon the deads body of her husband
she refuse to rcturn back to Longar the Giant's City with miss Tri Chadar But
Miss Tri Chadar gave her advice that she better pray to the God that if she will
have a bad-luck to be a widow let the diamond.s carriage stand still donot life or
flying up But if she still have a good-luck and her husband will safe from his
life please let the diamond carriage to be floating and flying up on the air at once
when she finish her word the diamond ecarriage was immediately fly up on tho
air and return back to Longar The Giaut‘a Cily with quite safe.

In the same night Bhi Bhek The Astrologer togelher with monkey soldiers
who came back from the Sala Wan forrest happcned to pass by the war field where
the incident took place when he has seen Phra Rama, Phra Lugsana and all monkey
goldiers were kill like that he felt very much frighten and at first he beg an
giveing a cure to Hanuman The white monkey to recover from the state of faintness
after that he was inform by Hnuman all about the incident tcok place at the war
field from the begining to the end.

At that time it was already the late at night muking the dew fall down
Phia Rama and all monkey soldier who were not shot by the arrow were recover
from the state of faintness Excopt Phra Lugsana who was shot by the powerful

arrow from Indara Chit did not recover Phra Rama was try his utmost to find



out the way for reamdy Phra Lugsana his brother to be recovér as soon as possible.

The first thing to do Phra Rama was made his enquiry to Bhi Bhek and
Chompooparn of the place where he will find out the medicine to cure his brother
Bhi Bhek and Chompooparn told him that there is only one place to take this
medicine this place name The wenpon’s hill But It is very dangerous for any one
who will go to take the medicine from this mountain because there have a sharp
pro-peller which was automatical turn swiftly round the hill for ever in order to
protect the medicine quite safe from stealing.

After Phra Rama had inform from Bhi Bhek and Chompooparn he
immediatcly gave his command to Hanuman to bring back the medicine as soon
as possible Hanuman then flying rapidly to the wcapon’s bill on arriving there he
met with an Angels who look after this hill advice him to carry the hill away to
the war field Hanuman and all the Angels immediatoly help together carrying the
weuapon hill to place down near Phra Lugsana body when the wind flow and bring
the smell of medicine through the nose of Phra Lugsana the power of the medicine
making him recover at once.

Phra Ruma and all of his soldiers felt very much pleasure and all of

them were return back to their camp at once.
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Hanuman the white monkey who is the chief officer of Rama.



4 Y ]
mzmq\mw munm'.!q'l‘rltqumznu

Phya Sucrip who is the senior officer of Rama.
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Ongkot (A nephew of Phya Sucrip) Who is one of the famaus officer of Rama.
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The procession of the Army of the Pra Lugsana which you. will see the

monkeys soldier are driving on the back of a tiger.
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A Giunt officer name Mangoragara sitting on a war carriage to fight with

Pra Lugsana which you will sce thut the carviage was drag or pull by the great

Dragon.
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Before to run away from fighting. The Giant Mangoragara disguise himself

to be many thousands men crowded together and flying up on the air in

ordor to blind the enamy,
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Pra Lugsuna in action of Bending his bow of airrow it is showing the

gtrong action of the picture together with beautiful line and spead that lovely

to see.
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The Giant name Indara Chit driving the carriage to the war-field this picture

showing the strong and active action of the driver together with the Lion

which use to drag or pull the carriage seem to be very brave and very pround

]
in it 8 mind.
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Pra Lugsana sitling on the horse carriage going out to the war-field this

picture showing the beauntiful carriage horse and the driver.
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The first action of fighting between Pra Lugsana with Indara chit,
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The second action of fighting between Pra Lugsana with Indara chit this

picture showing that Indara Chit is still in an attitnde of lossing.
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The thirst action of fighting bctween Pra Lugsana with Indara Chit this

picture showing that Pra Lugsana is in the uper hand.
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Indara Chit is prepare to fright away from the fighting.

When Indara Chit feel himself that if he still fighting in the nearest distance

he will lost the fight so he begin to move far away, any how Pra Lugsana

is stil runing after him.
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After Indara Chit move away in a far distance he immediately shoot

. éé 9"
Pra Lugsana with the powerful airrow name Nakabas Or a big snake airrow .



- - 1 1

DUNTBA I UM INIATIALIN
4 1 v . o 1 e o rd L ¥V [
lNGQﬂﬁTHQﬂQTHK“HWQQ ﬂ'm’lﬂﬁfﬂﬂ"lﬂlﬂuﬁl!u'lﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂuﬂTﬂ'.ﬂ']ﬁﬂﬂ’]ﬂdﬂﬂ\l'ﬂ

Indara Chit in the action of bending his bow of arrow.

Then the arrow was-shot away from the bow it was guddenly turn to be
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The 1T Photo Phya Buecrip Pra Lugsana and Ong Kot help together in

‘fighting with numerous big Snake.
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The sccond Photo of fighting Hanuman (The white monkuy) and monkey s
soldier using their hands feet and mouth fighting with the big Snukes, but the

number of the big Snakes seem very much most increase.
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The thirst Photo of fighting with the big Snake Both officer and men try

¢hier utmost in fighting with the big Snakes.
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Hanuman the chief officer and monkeys soldier were tied up and wrapped

ronnd their body more worse by the big Snakes.
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The fifth photo of fighting with the big Snakes this Photo showfng another
act of fighting and you will see the beautiful line of art which the artist was

drown and embossed.
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The sixth photo of fighting with the big Snakes.

Pra Lugsana the Commander of the army together with the officer and

men were being tied up at their arms legs and bodys by the big Snakes until

make them unable to move.
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Indara Chit runing to make injure to Pipeg.
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The picture of Pra Rama in action of walking.

When Pra Rama was infrom by Pipeg that his brother was capture by the

enamy he immediately went away to the warfield,
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Nonta who is

Nil

The picture of Nil Nonta in action of walking

aidcampt officer of Pra Ramua following Pra Rama out in to Warfield.
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The picture of Pipeg in action of walking.
accompany

After Pipeg was escaped b'y injury in the warfield. He then

Pra Rama return back to the warfield again.
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Hanuman The chief officer of Pra Rama who was tied by the big BSnake

round his body until he was fainted.
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Pra Lugsana who also was fainted.

While Pra Lugsana was tied up round his body by the big Snake he was

also feel rather weak and was fainted in the final.
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Pra Rama shooting his arrow. When Pra Rama arrives to the batsle-field
and has seen the incident he suddenly shooting his powerful arrow which turn
to be the numerous “Gm-udn" or the King of bird using their peak and craw to

catch and untied the big Snakes out from the Lody of Pra Lugsana and from
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Lugsani.

The Kruda coming to help Pra

The Garada or the King of bird immediately flging from the world to the

battle-ficld,
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The first Photo Phya Kruda being help Pra Lugsana. This picture you will

see the Garnda in hurry to help Pra Lugsana by using their peak or mouth
to bite the big Snake and usc their hands and feet to catch and kick the big

Snuke out from the body of Pra Lugsana at once.
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The second Photo The Kruda being catch the big Snakes and eat them.
Affer Pra Lugsana was helped by the Garuda that make him at once recover

from the fainted .and return to be a normal health again.
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Pra Lugsana saying his thank to Phya Kruda.
When Pra Logsana recover from fainted after he was untied by the big
Snakes. He then saying his thank to Phya Kruda who kindly comes to rescue

him.
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The Giant Indara Chit begin the ceremony of making the powerful arrow

”name Prom mas" in the hollow of Rotan tree in order to use this power ful

arrow to fight with the enemy.
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Indava Chit in action of concentration and praying in the ceremony of

making his powecrful arrow.

The term of this ceremony will be complete in 7 nights.
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The Giant soldiers were disguise themsélf to be the angel following

Indara Chit going out to the war-field.
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The first photo Indara Chit disguise himself to be Pra Indara or the King
of Angel diiving on the three headed Elephan name Arawan flying up on the

air along the way to the bhattle field.
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The second photo Indara Chit ilﬁediately take the opportunity to shoot his

powerful arrow wkile the cnemy were misunder standing that he is a real

Pra Indara or the King of Angel.
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Pra Lugsana, Hanuman, Sucrip, ‘Ongkot, and all the monkey soldiers were

busigst to protect and avioce themself from the nmmerous arrow which were

shot by Indara Chit.
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Pra Lugsana was shot by Indara Chit with the powerful arrow.

Hanuman snd Phya Sucrip try to pull the arrow out from Pra Lugsana

body but it was failure,
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Hanuman feel very much angry he suddenly jump up

Indara Chit,

to fight with
This photo you will see the beautiful and fine art of drawing

painting and emboss the figure by the skilful artist.
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Hanuman jomp up to bresk off the neck of the three heads Elephant name

' L}
Arawan
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Indara Chit raised uwp his bow of arrow with all of his strength and

immediately beat down to the body of Hanuman.
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Hanuman was beaten with the powerful bow of arrow by Indara Chit which

make him suddenly fainted and fall down to the ground together with the head

of Elephant.
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Indara Chit after he have a victory from his enemy he and his army eagerly

return to Longa city.
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When Pra Lugsana went away to fight in the war-field so long not coming

back yet Pra Rama feel very much ancious he and his monkey soldiers eagerly

went out to follow his brother at once.
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Pra Rama try to pull out the arrow from Pra Lu

sgiblo to pull it out.

impo
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\When Pra Rama not able to pull the arrow out from the body of his

brother he begin weeping and moan until he was in the state of faintness beside

his brother's body-
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The bodies of Pra Lugsana and the monkey soldiers who were shot with

arrow by Indara Chit end all of them were in the state of faintness.
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Queen Sida the consort of Pra Rama was sent out to see the dead body of

her husband at the battle-field by the Giant Tossakarra (’I‘he tenheads and twenty
hands Giant.)
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The photo of Queen 8ida in the action of walking this photo you will seec

the beautiful art of emboss the figure by the expert artist.
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The photo of angel in action of walking this angel who have his mind to

back up Pra Lugsana and Pra Rama hury up to help them recover from the

state of faintness.
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The hill or mountain of weapon there is only one way to cure the wounded’

which was shot by the powerful arrow is to go and bring back the medicine from
tho weapons mountain this mountain was under a strong guard of the angels together

with the sharp and powerful propeller autometically whirling for ever.
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Hunuman the white monkey warrantier from Pra Ruma to find out the
medicine from the weapon hill but when he arrives therc his body was cut out.

in to two pieces by the powerful propeller and stil have only the diamond hair

fall down to the hill side.
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The crowded of Angels who look afer the weapon’s hilt were very much

frighten when they have seen the dismond hair falling down to the side of

the hill
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All the angels try to help Hanuman by bringing the diamond hair to pray

and reappear him to relife again.
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When the angels was told by Hanuman that he coming to bring the

medicine back to cure Pra Lugsana from the wounded of the powerful arrow
Hanumuan and all of the angels were very pleasc-and all of them help together to

carry the weapon hill gtraight away to the warfield in order to help T'ra Lugsana





