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Abstract

Kanowan Khorboot.(2001) The Role of Thai government in Oil Exploration and
Production in Thailand During 1918-1983. Master Thesis, M.A.
(History). Bangkok: Graduaie School, Srinakharrinwirol University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Thanom Anarmwat, Assoc. Prof,

Narong Puangpis.

This thesis is meant to study about Thailand's petroleumn exploration and production
from 1918-1983, concentrating on the development of exploration and production processes,
Thai government's policy, problems and solutions in exploration and production. The
methodology used is historical research. The documents in this thesis are published and
unpublished. The research is as follows.

Since King Rama V! period (1910-1926), the Thai government had been interested
in exploring cil resources in the country and did not approve of investment in this area by
private companies. The government seemed to make oil policy along these guidelines:
strategic security, oil demand in various economic enterprises and the steady increase of oil
usage. However, before World War Il only one oilfield at fang Basin, Chiengmai Province,
was discovered but the limited quantity of oil found here could facilitate only government
departments’ use,

After the world war i, the policy on exploration changed as the government
permitted the private sector to undertake exploration task in 1954. Foreign undertaking was
also encouraged by the legislation of 1967 concerning exploration of mineral resources.
Moreover, the government gave additional concession 1o exploration in the sea (the Gulf of
Thailand and the Andaman Sea).

In 1971, the government also pivmulgated the first Petroleum Act. This law helped
foreign investors in oil industry fo become more assured that their business would not be
much interfered by Thai politics.

Two world oil crises that broke out in 1971-1973 jand 1978-1980 jed to oil shortage.
Thailand which depended much on imported petroleum producis was severely affected.
Therefore, the government considered that it was necessary to encourage and exploration
seriously. In 198;1, Thai Shell Company Ltd. found a large quantity of crude oil, the first

indication of worthy investment, In 1883, the Shell company developed the exploration of pits

and started refining the pumped crude oil. Hence, other companies followed suit.
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