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SIAM, HER FORMATION --- A SYNTHESIS

With the establishment of Ayudhaya as a Kingdom in 1350 A.D.,
the long persistant struggle of the Shan from the Shan States down to
the Manam delta for a period over a thousand years may be said to be
successfully terminated. For it was recorded in the Chinese Annal
(HouHS, 6, 6a) that the Shan had set up their nation by 132 A.D.
presumably in the Shan States, West of the Tien nation in Yunnan, and
in that year, despatched an ambassy to Loyang. We know nothing
more of that embassy, neither their capital, from which the embassy
was despatched, nor the extent of their nation, their population, and so
forth. We just possess this one date, 132 A.D., but more information
may be expected from the Chinese sources from which Sinclogists are
implored to delve in and whose contributions will be gratefully ac-
knowledged. For this date of the establishment of the Shan as a nation
in 132 A.D., I gratefully acknowledge the contribution of Professor
Wang Gungwu, whose work ‘The Nanhai Trade’ in the JNBRAS,
W.XXXI, Part 2, for June, 1958, has it inserted on p. 119.

Long before the Portuguese arrival at Malacca in 1511, in-
digenous sources, e.g. Cham, Khmer, Burmese, even Indonesian,
recorded the Syam excursion down south of the Shan States towards
the Menam delta. It was the Cham Inscription of Po Nagar at Natrang,
of Date c. 1050 A.D., which recorded a number of 55 Sayam slaves,
presumably prisoners of war, bestowed as temple slaves for that institu-
tion. About the same period, Chiengmai source recorded the coming
down of the Tai from Chieng Rung (Keng Hung) to rule over the
ancient town of Haripunjai (Lamp’oon), whereas their old rulers
fled towards Theton and Pegu. This 11th century Cham Inscription
has been taken to be the earliest record of the Syam, a variant of the
word Shan, incursion towards the Menam Valley, but a Thai scholar,
has proposed in his research work of his findings, in the Pre-Ankor
period, of a Syam nobleman in the Chenla period, who bestowed rice
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fields to a religious institution, the date of which was 561 Saka era, or
equivalent to 639 A.D, If this propocal is substatiated, then this 7th
century date would be the earliest record of the Syam or Shan ap-
prarance in the MenamMakhong delta. Of Khmer or Cambodian In-
scriptions as well as Burmese recorde, they all invariably recorded the
fate of the Syam as prisoners of was, on the trooping-of-colors of the
Syam mercenaries, all of the 12th century. Of the Syam mercenaries,
we are still endeavoring to locate from which seat of government they
hailed from. Was it from Harip’unjai or even lower South, in the
Chalieng area just North of Sukhodaya? This manching-past cere-
mony in the reign of Suryavarman II (1113-1150) of the Syam mer-
cenaries could possibly come from the Chlieng, or Srisajjanalai area,
in conjunction with the L’vo or Lopburi mercenaries of the next panel
in Angkor bas-reliefs. Could this Chalieng Syam people be identified
as the Chen-li-fu stalg whose Ruler or Kamarateng despatched three
embassies to china in the last years of the 12 th century and the early
years of the 13 th century.

For the Rise of Sukhadaya, the late Pr%fcssor G. Coedes has pro-
posed the year 1219, the Year of the Rabbit, as the year of Indepen-
dence and Sovereignty of Sukhodaya. Sukhodaya Inscription, No. 2, of
Wat Sri Thum recorded the reign at Sukhodaya of P‘o K’un Sri Nao Nam
Tho?n. whose son, Pha Muang, was bestowed the hands of a Khmer
Princess as his consort, as well as a Sword of Office, or kingshiﬁ. This
date was presumably twenty years before the setting up of the Phra
Ruang dynasty in the person of P‘o K'un Bang Klang Hao as Founder.
The Chinese record of the Yuan dynasty recorded the sending of
Chinese embassy to Sien Kingdom, at Sukhodaya in 1282, to summon
the King of Sien to Peking, and if he could not leave his Kingdom, to
send his son-and-heir and other officials to go in his place. This Order
to the Sien king could only come from the Great Kubilai, but this
embassy was interupted and detained by Champa and the Order
actually reached the king of Sien, Ramkhamheng, ten years Iater?well-
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nigh the demise of the Great Kubilai in 1293. With the ascent of his
grand-son. Seng Chong, Ramkhamheng did despatch his son-and-heir,
Lue-t’ai, to Peking in 1298, and it was early 1299 that Lue-t’ai came
again to report his father’s death. At Sukhodaya, meanwhile, Ram-
khamheng’s next brother, Sai Songkram, apparently took the throne,

and Lue-t’ai had to wait another 15 years, i.e. until 13112, before his
chance came to ascend the throne, when Sai-Songkram had his defeated
army back from the Cham-Tongking combination to defeat him, Sai-
songkram’s star was yet to rise again, but this time down South Siam,

in the state of Ligo}% from where his mother presumably hailed from.
It was recorded that he died fighting, in the wars in the present Malay
Peninsula.

With the mentioning of Ligor, in South Siam, this state was
captured by a T'ai dynasty of Sri Dhammasokaraja in the late 12th
century. The first T’ai king of Ligor has ruled for some yearsat L’vo
or Lopburi in Central Siam, succeeding three previous reigns of the Sri
Dhammasokaraja dynasty, founded around 1115, form which an
embassy was despatched to China. But Lopburi, the seat of the govern-
ment, was too near Angkor for comfort and peace of mind. But for a
But for a period of nearly a century four kings of this dynasty ruled the
Kingdom as sovereign or feudal lords, depending on whether Angkor
was weak or strong, the latter case especially of Suryavarman II.
However when Jayavarman VII, after the complation of the building
of Ankor from the ashes left by the Cham invasion of 1181, despatched
one of his sons to rule over Lopburi, the King Sri Dhammasokaraja IV
had to fles down South, and finally captured Ligor, a feudal state of
Angkor. So it seemed an exchange of residence of this dynasty from
Lopburi for Tambralinga, the ancient name of Ligor, in South Siam.
At this new capital, this dynasty was later ruled by the brother of Sri
Dhammasckaraja IV, Chandrabanu Sri Dhammaraja, whose name was
recorded in the Jaya Inscription of 1233. For another 60 years from
this date, Chandrabanu II or III had their deeds recorded in Ceylonese
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Inscriptions of their raid over Ceylon in 1247, Professor S. Parana-
vitana mentioned the Malays, the Tamils and the Yonakas. This last
name appeared in another source as the Yon (Yavanas), and so it
appears that the people who came down to rule over Chiengmai area
from the 11th century had by the start of the 13th century. occupied
South Siam and were well equipped with maritime facilities to invade
Cevlon. Of these maritime facilities, the only answer of how they
became equipped was by the conquest or the requisition of facilities of
Srivijaya. By the beginning of the 13th century, it is here proposed
that the power of Srivijaya was on the decline, and that the T’ai
kingdom of Ligor was powerful enough to muster, in their invasion of
Ceylon, the Malays and the Tamils in their army of 40,000, as recorded
in Ceylonese sourld.

With the rise of Majpahit late in the 13th century, and the Rise
of Ayudhaya in Mid-14th century, a Javanese cource, the Nagara-
Kertagama of 1365, mentioned Ayudhaya as ‘Sayangka’ and also

'Sayangkayodhyapurl;,' to clear of all doubts as to what place
‘Sayangka’ it intended to refor. This source also mentioned a town
at the tip of the Malay Peninsula, a town called ‘Tumaslk ,’ after
‘Lengkasuka, ..., Kalanten, Tringgana, ...’ This town, ‘Tumasik’ in
the Portuguese period, was referred to as Singapore by Tome Peres in
1513, to which town Prince Parajcura fled (from his place in Sumatra)
‘where he was received by the Sam Agy Syamgapura and he resided
there for but eight days when he murdered his host, and ruled in his
stcad. This Sayam Agy Sayamgapura, according to Tome Pires, was
a son-in-law of the King of Ayudhaya, who ordered Raja of Pattani
to proceed to Singapore to punish Prince Paramjcura who fled West
along the coast, and finally set up Malacca as a place of residence.
This ‘Tumasik’ of the Indonesian source and Singapore of the Portu-
guese source is here proposed as a town, set up by the Ligor dynasty
of Sri Dhammasokaraja, called in short ‘Tumasik’ or Dhammasik
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sometime in the 13th century, and passed to Sukhodaya and eventually
to Ayudhaya in the later peried. The name of the Dynasty was given to
this new town, as a commemmoration of the name of the Dynasty.

So far, we know too little of the happenings of the Peninsula of
the Pre-Malacca period. Possibly we may know more from Arabic

source, supplementing Chinese and Indonesion sources. But one thing
is certain that when the Chinese emperor, Seng Chong, in 1295, despatched
an order to Sien ‘not to molest the Malayuer’ it was a hundred years
prior to the event of Prince Paramesura, and therefore a hundred years
before the founding of Malacca. And when the Chinese sources of Yin-
Ching, Ma Huan, and Fei-shin og yhr 15th ceniury are consulted, we
are told that Malacca and the country around to the tip of the Peninsular
was under.the rule of ‘Sien-le’, and Malacca was recorded as paying an
annual tribute to Sien-Lo of’ 40 taels of gold’. Malacca at the end of
the 15th century finally as asserted her independence, ‘some 22 yca} Sbefore
the arrival of Alfonso Alburquerque, i.e. in c. 1490.

With the arrival of Alfonso Albuquerque in 1511, Ayudhaya was
recorded by him as Siao and to which kingdom he despatched an
embassy even before he captured Malacca. The last king of Malacca
fled, and after a few years of make-shift abodes, had his residence in
Ujongatana, and his descendents resided in one of the seven capitals,
islands, East of Singapore. The loss of Malacca was not the end of the
dynasty, which however survives to the present day.

Pires may be the first European to refer to the T*ai Kingdom as
Si%l}n when he came to Mallaca in 1512 and resided there for over
two years. His description of Siam and her neighbours may be
considered to be very accurate, considering that it was written in 1512-
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1514, over a century and a half before the time of Laloubere whose
account on Siam was considered the best.

Siam, or Sien-Lo to the Chinese, was referred as Cyam and the
Siam by Pigafetta, the Italian diarist of Magallen when the Soanish
ships called on the Philippine Islands in 1521. Pigafetta made some
allusions on Siam, possibly from what he had heard from others.

Of the other Portugese, Duarte Barbosa, who resided in one of
the ports of Western India even before the arrival to India of Alfonso
Albuquerque, and after nearly 20 years residence went back to Europe
to join Magallen in his tour around the world in 1520, mentioned the
T¢ai Kingdom as Anseam or Siam. We do not know when he wrote his
‘The book of Duarte Barbosa’, whether it was written before Tome
Pires or after, so I would ascribe to him as writing his book after Pires,
and therefore the second European to record the word Siam, though his
account of the country was not as accurate as that of Pires. His
account on Siam includes the story of man-eating ‘kingdom subject to
Anseamen wherein when anyone dies, his kinsmen and friends
roasted...... him making a great lamentation, and_when he is well
roasted...... they begin to carve and eat the body...... ' This story was
later copied by De Barros, Linschoten and Camoes. Perhaps some
travellers relate this story to Duarte Barbossa, and without checking
the validity of the story, noted it down in his book, thus giving rise to
other writers to copy it and spread the story further. It is a pity that
Duarte Barbossa did not survive his chief, Magallen, when they met
their death in one of the Philippine Islands, or we may have another
book from his pen more fantastic than the story of this corpse-eating
people in the North of Siam.

Of the English who came in their quest for spice half a century
later than Tome Pires, it was Ralph Fitth who made a journey from
Pegu to Chiengmai in 1580’s and was probably the first Englishman to
record the word Siam, a decade before the arrival of Lancastér who
visited Penang in the 1590’s
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It is worthy of note to state that the word Shan, Syam, Siam,
Cyam, or Anseam, and ultimately Siam were all recorded by foreigners,
including Sien and Sien-lo of the Chinese. The T*ai people themselves
made shy of this word, preferring to call their capital city as denoting
the country where-with they held their sovereign power, until, in
the midnineteenth century, King Mongkut (1851-1868) was the first to
call his country Syam in T‘ai and Siam in his contact at with foreign
pations.

of this kingdom, the former sub-kingdoms ot Lopburi, Sukho-
daya, Ligor, and lastly of Chiengmai were incorporated, to form the
present Thailand, of which Ligor had done her part towards the
enlargement of their territory towards the Malay Peninsula, to be
gradually lost until the last four Malay States in 1909 of Kelantan,
Trengganu, Kedha, and Perlis. Yet from the Ligor sub-kingdom that
we should look for evidence of what was happenning of the pre-
Malacca period.
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The Thai Beach-Head States In The
11th.-12th. Centuries

This article has been written in close co-operation with Phya
Anuman Rajadhon and Nai Tri Amatayakul. Mr. A.B. Griswold has
graciously read over the manuscript and has given some valuable
advice.

To all three, may I express my indebtedness
“Archaeology and history are two living sciences, flexible according to
new approaches and new discoveries. These two factors may stir the
dormant spirit of criticism as well as may establish new facts.”’

Silp Birasri,
Preface to ‘‘Thai Monumental Bronzes’’

In presenting this paper to anyone interested in the origin and
development of Pre-Sukhodaya history of Thiland, the writer would
like to call attention to Professor Coédes’ paper ‘The Origins of the
Sukhodaya Dynasty’, published in 1920, and his concluding dictum:
““The Sukhodaya dynasty emerges gradually from the mystery which
has enveloped its origins.’’ Since then, nothing much, both here and
abroad, has been done to delve into the mystery, though Professor
Coeds, again in 1925, has given out a list of indigenous chronicles from
which historical facts can be sifted out and developed. The purpose of
this paper is therefore to explore into these chronicles, and fortunately
also into a few new-found inscriptions, and then to weigh all the
available evidences objectively. What is the outcome is here presented,
though in some instances the writer has been forced to make gueses but
when these happen, the reader will be forewarned If the writer but
succeeds to throw some light to this complexed scene of the
Pre-Sukhodaya period, thereby enabling others more competent to
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carry the torch of research forward, he shall be fully recompensed and
satisfied.

Of indigenous chronicles and legends,(l) there still exist these in
such numbers that it is not easy to get access to all of them. We do have
more information of legendary events prior to Sukhothai period than
we can make use of, for the plain reason that the dates, when given, are
quite impossible. Most legends and chronicles, not unike the Mon
inscriptions of Pagan, did try to connect local events with the doings of
the Lord Buddha, hence their uselessness in terms of dates. Two
scholars, however, have sifted some of these documents, and have
succeeded in laying the ground-work of Thai early history. One is the
late Praya Prajakit Korachakr, the author of the P’ongsawadan
Yonok, and the other is our well-known Professor George Coédes. Of
Professor Coédes, his monumental work, ‘‘Documents sur L’Histoire
Politiqus et Religieuse Du Laos Occidental’’ —BEFEO XXI, 1925 will
often be alluded to in this paper, so a word now about the late Praya
Prajakit who is the first to lay out this groundwork.

Praya Prajakit has pointed out, since 1906, that the word Syam
Pradesa-or Samadesa-means Lampun, or Haripunjaya in the
chronicles. He however did not date this, as he was not aware that the
word ‘“‘Syam’’ appears for the first time in a Cham inscription of
c. 1050 A.D.(z) (We at time thought the word Syam was a Portuguese
imported word, but it appears the Cham were the first, to use it in the
11th. century). His Pongsawadan Yonok, on the basis of a very old
legend, relates that after the Deluge, the Khawm were inhabiting the
land adjoining the Mekhong and its tributaries about latitude 22. Their
country was called Suvarna Khome Kham, with country of the Thai to
the North, and a Khawm town called Umangkasela in the West side of
the river. The Khawm got into trouble with the Naga tribes who
miraculously destroyed Suvarna Khome Kham, and tha Khawm had to
disperse. The land was then occupied by the Lawa when the Thai
moved down. The story of the Thai is told from the legend, called Sing-
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hanawati whose father had 30 sons, 29 of which were despatched to
found their own towns. Prince Singhanawati led his retinue down to
the Lawa, or Sai river and found a town called Yonok Nagabhandhu
Singhanawati Nagara. Within 3 years, the Prince captured the town
Umangkasela and then expanded at the expense of the Khawm
territories. The date given by the chronicle is 22 of the Sakaraj,
possibly Chulasakaraj. (Our interpretation is that this chronicle relates
the first Thai State in the Sibsong Panna region in the 7th. century
A.D.). Successive rulers of Prince Singhanawati followed one another
until the Sakaraj 277 (presumably 10th, century A.D.) when the Yonok
kingdom declined in power and the Khawm captured the town of
Yonok. The Thai had to live under the Khawm yoke for 18 years when
Prince Brohma raised an army and defeated the Khawm in a pitch
battle. The Khawm fled south, with Prince Brohma in their wake.
Prince Brohma however stopped giving battle when he reached
Kampaengbejr, in central Thailand. Upon his return to Yonok, he
installed his father on the throne, and came down and found the town
called Fang, presumably north of Chiengmai, (Fang is still considered
as the first town the Thai set up, probably in the 10th. century). Prince
Brohma’s son, Jayasiri, ruled after him but then an army from the
West attacked Fang, and Jayasiri unable to resist the onslaught fled
with all his people. His route, however, was not the southward route
(for Haripunjaya was in the way), but East until he reached Phayao,
and then southward (along the river, Yom) to Sawankaloke. This is
known as the land of Chalieng, and here Prince Jayasiri settled down.
(The chronicle dates this event as 1004 A.D.). The Pongsawadan
Yonok then starts with the Mon kingdom of Haripunjaya which had
existed a couple of centuries before the advent of Prince Jayasiri.
Haripunjaya was an off-shoot of Louvo, and the chronicle date of its
foundation was 660 A.D. Princess Chamdevi and her successors
administered the kingdom until some time in the 11th. century (the
chronicle dates it 1057 A.D.) when a newcomer, Prince Chakravati,
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came at the head of a big army and captured Haripunjaya. The author
states his opinion that Prince Chakravati hailed from Chieng Rung
(Cheli), and 33 successive rulers follwed him until Prince Mangrai,
from Chiengsaen, captured the city in 1281 A.D. The Pongsawadan
Yonok continues on with three other periods, from Prince Mangrai to
its fall to Bayinnaung, the Burmese occupation period and finally the
liberation period by Bangkok, ending up in 1901 A.D. This is a resume
of the Pongsawadan Yonok of the late Praya Prajakit Korachakr.

In terms of dates, Professor Coédes, in the aforesaid work,
supplies the date of c. 1050 A.D. when the Mon king of Chamdevi line
fled to Thaton, and Chakravati set himself on throne of Haripunjaya.
From Prince Chakravati to the close of Jilangka’s (7th.) reign, he
sunggested the 2nd. half to the 11th. century. For Prince Aditayaraj, c.
1150 A.D., and for Dhammikaraj and Sabbhasidhi, he gives the 1st.
half of the 13th. century. As for Mangrai’s capture of Haripunjaya, c.
1290 A.D. There are some other suggestions, but the most important is
the foundation date and the ascession of Princess Chamdevi. The
chrononlogical dates of these two events were given as 660 and 662
A.D. respectively. These, Professor Coédes suggests should be
modified as some time in the 8th. century. He, however, has not
suggested any date concerning Prince Jayasiri’s advent, as the
Singhanavati chronicle was not in the scope of his work.

Before we proceed with our paper, let us first consider whether
Professor Coédes has, or has not, commented on the question whether
Chakravati’s Haripunjaya was a Thai state? Let us first consider his
footnote on page 79 of BEFEO, Tome XXV, when he points out that
the No. 9 and No. 10 ruler of Haripunjaya (see Detailed List H.) were
newcomers, and not of Chamdevi’s line. He notes Praya Prajakit’s
opinion that No. 9 ruler came from Hsenwi, the capital of the Shan
states, and passes on with no comment. The next footnote to be
considered is on page 82 of the BEFEO, when the Professor notes
Praya Prajakit’s interpretation of the town Atignyapura (from where
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Prince Chakravati hails) to be Chieng Rung.  Against this
interpretation, Professor Coédes comments: ‘‘At’guyahapura and
Duragarattha are withont doubt the translation of an indigenous term
signifying—‘a town far-away, mysterious, inaccessible’—the site of
which remains to be determined.”’ From this comment, we take it that
Professor Coédes is not sure from where Prince Chakravati hails from,
and the questions remains open to this day. The last footnote to be
considered is on page 86, when he comments on the 22nd. ruler (Thai
Amat, in Detailed List, L.): *If, as is reasonably likely, this
personnage Thai Amat was a Thai chief, then it is one of the first
attempts of the Thai to take over Lampun’’. The advent of Thai Amat,
an ofificial in Haripunjaya who was favoured with the governorship of
Lampang before he usurped the throne, (this story appears in a
chronicle, called Mula Sasna) was in the 2nd. half of the 13th. century,
and therefore pretty late. A few years later, Prince Mangrai captured
Haripunjaya, and our question regarding whether Haripunjaya then
was a Thai state is therefore no question at all.

It seems a pity, and a great loss to Thai early history, that
Professor Coédes has not commented on the advent of No. 9 and
No. 10 ruler of Chamdevi Haripunjaya, apart from stating that their
reign must be in the 10th. century, because the period appears to
coincide with Prince Jayasiri’s evacuation of Fang. According to our
computation (see Detailed List, marked H.) their reigning years were
983-988 A.D. If the Maharaj, No. 9 ruler, came from Yasamala, that
is Hsaenwi, and conquered Haripunjaya, the army that took Fang from
Prince Jayasiri would also come from Hsaenwi, because (according to
the Singhanawati chronicle) ‘‘they came from the West.”” West of
Fang would be Muang Pan Mawk Mai region, and this area was part of
the Hsaenwi kingdom then. In checking the history of the Shan at this
period, we find that in the 10th. century A.D. (954 A.D. according to
Scott’s Hsaenwi Chronic]em Hsaenwi had no ruler, so a deputation
was despatched by the elders to Khun Lu Kham. chief of Muang
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Hi—Muang Ham on the banks of the Mekhong, requesting him to send
his sons to govern Hsaenwi.Khun Lu Kham-a descendant of the House
of Khun Lu-Khun Lai) consented, and gave his 5 sons and 8 young
lords to be rulers of the Cis-Salween States. Khun Thai Kham, the
eldest son of Khun Lu Kham, was voted king, and after taken over the
administration, he appointed his son to govern North Hsaenwi,
whereas he proceeded to establish the city of Hsaen Se,("’) to be the
capital of all the Shan States. This regrouping and tightening of
administration was stated by the Chronicle to be in 957 A.D., and
expansion would be the natural outcome. So it appears Fang and
Haripunjaya most likely fell under Hsaenwi—Hsaen Se expansion at
this period, and the date (according to our compuation) was 983 A.D.®
Fang was lost forever to Jayasiri, but Haripunjaya however regained
her independence 4 years later, and was governed by the Chamdevi
dynasty for another half century.

In our research (i.e. writer and his colleaques) of pre-Sukhothai
history we are forced to take recognition of the fact that, physically and
politically, the Thai could not have made a long jump from the
highlands of the Shan States and or Yunnan to alight and found
Sukhothai. There must be some sort of beach-head states befors
Sukhothai period, the establishment and consolidation of which would
take a century or more. Without these beach-head states, the setting up
of Sukhothai and her rapid expansion under Ramkhamhaeng would be
impossible. But apart from our chronicle evidences, where are the
concrete, neighbouring in support of such beach-head states?

Fortunately, we have the Cham inscription of Po Nagara, which
informs us that in ¢. 1050 A.D., prisoners of Syam and Pukam who
founght for the Cambodians against the Cham, were despatched as
slaves to religious institutions. We know that the Pukam soldiers were
those of Pagan, but who were the Syam soldiers, and from which Thai
state would they likely come from? To answer these questions, we have
the date c. 1050 A.D. when Haripunjaya changed hands, and the Thai
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took over the administration from the last Mon king who fled to
Thaton. The Syam troops would most likely come from Haripunjaya
then, but was the word Syam-desa means Haripunjaya only? We
believe so, as at that period we have the Jinakamalimi which states ‘‘the
four ascetics, Vasudeva and three others, established themselves in
Syama-desa.....and Vasudeva founded the town of Haripunjaya’.
Geographically, Pagan and Haripunjaya were neighbouring states, and
it is most likely that the Syam and Pukam prisoners of war would be the
soldiers of these two states. If this is accepted, then further research
can be made to find out the status of each state towards each other, and
their joint status towards the court of Angkor. There are so many
things we don’t know, but we can take it that Anawratha of Pagan and
Chakravati of Haripunjaya were contemporaries, and both reigned
during the last years of Suryavarman I.

The second concrete evidence concerning ‘‘Syam’’ troops was the
famous bas-relief at Angkor, with inscriptions in Khmer®) We see here
a Thai chieftain riding on an elephant, with his Thai soldiers in front
and sturdy looking soldiers in the rear, marching in the presence of
Suryavarman II. The sturdy looking soldiers in the ranks would be the
Mon—or Khawm-of the old regime, choosing to stay behind and live
with the Thai newcomers. It appears from this bas-relief that they must
have mixed with the Thai pretty well, and the word ‘Syam’ should from
this period mean the Thai-Mon mixed race. We know Suryavarman II
to reign from 1113-1150 A.D. so how are we to date this event? It
appears from Cambodian history that Suryavarman II made many
wars against Champa and Annam between the years 1130 - 1145 A.D.,
and this Thai trooping of colours’ would date some time between these
two dates. If so, how can we be sure now that these Thai soldiers came
ouly from Haripunjaya, and not from somewhere else—say,
Sawankaloke area for instance?

From our computation based on a Pali-Khmer inscription
unearthed last September at Nakorm Sawan(6) we believe that a Thai
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chief, Kamarateng An Sri Dhammasokaraja, was ruling at Sawan-
kaloke at this period. According to another chronicle, No. 1 in the
Historical Series, Sawankaloke and Haripunjaya made a marriage
alliance, and a son of the Haripunjaya ruler married the daughter of
the chief of Sawankaloke, and obtained the throne of Sawankaloke in
the bargain. These Sawankaloke Thai would most likely be the
descendants of the House to Jayasiri, who, as previously staleci, had
come to settle around this region in c. 983 A.D. The word ‘Syam'(
would at this period include the inhabitants of Sawankalok, so the
Syam troops as represented at Angkor could also mean the soldiers
coming from Haripunjaya. Sawankaloke region.

Our chronicle, No. 66 in the Historical Series, alsa relates that a
certain king Sri Dhammasokaraja had two sons, the elder called
Arunrajakumara, and a younger son. Arunrajakumara succeeded the
his father’s throne at Sukhothai, and the younger was givn
Sawankaloke to rule, with title Phraya Sri Dhammasokaraja, as his
father. Arunrajakumara was equipped with supernatural powers and
all the neighbouring states, including the Mon country of Lower
Burma, paid him homage. One of his feats was to expand Sukhothai
territories down to the limits of the sea, hence he was given the name
‘PHRA RUANG’.®® The chronicle also states his reign coincides with
that of Alaungsithu of Pagan. Now we know Alaungsithu to reign
from 1112 to 1167 A.D. So this Phra Ruang could not be Sri
Indraditya or Ramkhamhaeng, as their reign was in the 12th. century.
The Pali-Khmer inscription of Nakorn Sawan, however, did not give us
any information regarding this Phra Ruang. What it gave was the
death years of 1167 A.D. to ‘Kamarateng An Jakata Sri
Dhammasokaraja’, whose successor, also a ‘Sri Dhammasokaraja’
ordered religious foundations to be set up in his memory. Could 1167
A.D. be the death year of our Phra Ruang, for it coincides with the
death year of Alaungsithu of Pagan. For we know there were two Sri
Dhammasokaraja, one reigning before 1167 and the other since 1167
A.D.
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In checking Cambodian history of this period, we find that the
two reigns following Suryavarman II (i.e. since 1150 A.D.) had
inscription records at all. From inscriptions of later period, we gather
that two kings Dharanindravarman II and Yasovarman II were
Buddhists, and their two reigns were characterized by the setting up of
Buddhist images and foundations interpersed with rebellions, the last
of which, in 1166 A.D. was fatal to Yasovarman 1I. When the
victorious usurper ascended the throne, internal strife and external war
with Champa ensued, resulting in the capture of Angkor by the Cham
in 1177 A.D. Then followed four years of plunder and havoc. Angkor
was burnt to the ground, the people taken to Vijaya as prisoners of
war, and order was not restored until 1181 A.D. when Prince Jayar-
vaman ascended the throne as Jayavarman VII. Considering the
weaknass and disorder of Angkor from 1150 to 1181 A.D., the
legendary prowess of Phra Ruang that he pushed Sukhothai territories
down to the sea limit would lend credence. Phra Ruang, or Sri
Dhammasokaraja II, would have seen his chance, hence his expansion
south at the expense of the Khmer. He probably died in 1167 A.D.,
succeeded by his brother, Sri Dhammasokaraja III. This new king
would most likely remove his capital to the new-won Lopburi, because
it was against the king of Lopburi that Additayaraja of Haripunjaya
made war. (The question whether there was one king, Additayaraja, or
two-Dittaraja and Additayaraja is discussed in Detailed List L. The
number of years he reigned over Haripunjaya is also there discussed.)
His reign however coincides with Dhaminasokaraja III of Lopburi, and
so we see here that the Thai had already established their sovereignty
over the whole valley of the Menam since 1167 A.D. We do not how
long Dhammasokaraja III was on the throne of Lopburi. His
‘religious’ competition and ‘friendly’ war with Additayaraja took
many years. The Haripunjaya king first came down with his army, but
when he was beaten in the ‘setting up of a chedi’ the Lopburi king sent
his son, and later two other armies, to carry the war up north.
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The son lost in a competition of ‘digging a pond’, and the other
two armies lost their way, so not much real fighting was done. Those
who lost their way were taken as prisoners of war, but well treated. The
peace ensued, and the prisoners were released to return to their homes
in Lopburi. How are we to take these stories? For one thing, we may
take it that there were contacts between these two Thai states, and life
was not unpleasant even for the poor soldiers.

With the ascession of Jayavarman VII on the throne of Angkor,
good times were now over. The Menam valley, especially Lopburi, was
wrested from the Cambodians inc. 1550 A.D., and it had to be wrested
back. But first Jayavarman VII had to attend to other pressing duties.
The country had to have peace and security, the people needed
rehabitation, and Angkor had to be rebuilt. All these took the king
over 10 years. Then we gather from the Prasat Tor inscription that in
1195 A.D. the king presided at a national celebration for the victroy of
his army against ‘a king of the West’. Would that this inscription be
more precised. This ‘king of the West’ would most likely be Sri
Dhammasokaraja IV, and his defest would also mean the loss of the
Menam valley and Lopburi. He might have perished in the war,
because we know nothing of him at all. The next we hear of this Sri
Dhammasokaraja line was at Chaiya in the Peninsular, about which an
inscription in Khmer relates a fen facts, It gives the date of 1230 A.D.
and states that Phraya Chandhabhanu Sridhammaraja was king of
Chaiya and Nakorn Sridhammaraja and that he was equal in wisdom
to Phraya Sri Dhammasokaraja in the subject of jurisprudence. We
would be at a loss how to interpret this inscription in terms of history if
we do not possess a legend of the city of Nakorn Sridhammaraja. The
legend states that a certain Phraya Sri Dhammasokaraja, the founder
of the town (on the site of the old town, Tambralinga) and the founder
of the Maha Dhatu monastery and 12 other towns, had two brothers,
one called Chandrabhanu, etc. With the date of the inscription and the
story of the legend, we can reconstruct the picture thus. When Lopburi
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was lost to Jayavarman VII’s army, those who were left fled southward
along the Peninsular. Sri Dhammasokaraja V might stop at Chaiya for
regrouping purpose, and then pushed down to occupy the old
Tambralinga. He gave it a new name, Nakorm Sridhamma (soka) raja.
He also set up 12 more towns, as far Perak. He probably died in 1230
A.D., and was succeeded by his younger brother, Chandrabhanu Sri
Dhammaraja. Lopburi was lost in 1195 and this king died in 1230 A.D.
so Sri Dhammasokaraja V would likely be the son of Sri
Dhammasokaraja IV of Lapburi. His younger brother,
Chandrabhanu, would be very young when Lopburi was lost to the
Cambodians, for we gather from the said legend that, when he was
holding a conference with a certain Thao U-Thong, both made a pact
of alliance and an agreement as to where the boundary line of their
state would be. Our Sri Dhammasokaraja also swore eternal friendship
to Thao U-Thong, and said in case he perished, would Thao U-Thong
look after his wife, and his two brothers. This must be a very solemn
moment, as if he was embarking on a campaign, possibly against the
Malays of Tambralinga. Chandrabhanu would then be a minor, or else
his brother and guardian need not have asked Thao U-Thong to take over
the guardianship. It also appears that Thao U-Thong dynaty (for it was
not just one ruler, but several with this title, to be considered later) was
very intimate with the Sri Dhammasokaraja dynasty, both in time of
peace as well as of war. We next hear of this Sri Dhammasokaraja
dynasty in the Chulawongse chronicle of Ceylon, wherein
Chandrabhanu was said to raid Ceylon twice. Then lastly, the Nakorn
Sri Dhammasokaraja legend relates that in the year 1270 A.D., a
certain prince, Phaya Sai Narong, came with an army from the west
coast and took over the city. This Sai Narong would likely be Sai
Songgram(g) the warlike son of Ramkhamhaeng, who succeeded to the
throne of his father in 1298 A.D.

What happened in the valley of the Menam since Lopburi was
retaken by the Cambodians in 1195 A.D.? The Phimanaka inscription
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mentions a son of Jayavarman VII as ‘‘Lavo-dayesa’’ possibly the
Viceroy of Lopburi. But this Prince was religious minded, and we do
not know when he died. (We have the story of Nai Kong as governor of
Lopburi, but this will be considered in the next paragraph). The Pra
Khan inscription then relates that Jayavarman VII had 306, 372 male
and female slaves brought from Champa, Yavana,“o) Pukam and
Rman, together with a lot of booty. These two inscriptions do not bear
any date. A few more inscriptions, as Sai Fong (opposite Vieng-Chan),
Jayabhumi, Surin, Korat and Nang Rong all testify to the setting up of
hospitals, rest-houses, etc, by the King. In short, between 1195 and
1210 A.D. this greatest of the Khmer kings must have made his strong
hands felt in the Menam valley and beyond. A Cham inscription, at
Chodihn (No. 86 in Majumder’s CHAMPA) relates that in 1207 A.D.,
the Syam and Pukam troops joined the Cambodian army in waging war
against the Annamites. ‘The loss of of both sides was very great’,
records the inscription. From this evidence, it is difficult to understand
whether the Pagan king. Narapatisithu, despatched the Burmese
troops in fight for the Cambodians, or the Burmese troops were the
Volunteers Corp or mercenaries. As for the Syam troops, it is most
likely that Lopuri-Sukhothai region would be under the rule of the
Cambodians at this period, so they could be conscripted, or at best
Volunteers Corp.

During this period, we have the Pongsawadan Nua (or Chronicle
of the North) which relates the story of Phra Ruang of Sukhothai (to
differentiate from the first Phra Ruang, Prince Arunrajkumara, of
Sawankaloke). The story relates that the vassal Prince of Lavo having
died, Nai Kong Krau was (elected) governor of Lavo, whose duty was
to despatch to Angkor consecrated water once every three years. This,
Bearded Kong carried out faithfully, by using earthen jars for the
conveyance, as was the common practice. Then Nai Kong died, and his
son. Nai Ruang, succeeded him as chief of Lopburi. Nai Ruang then
invented a lighter and durable conveyance for the despatch of the
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sacred water, called ‘kruh’, and when this new contraption arrived at
Angkor, the Khmer king saw in it the work of a very able, and therefore
dangerous man. So a meeting of ministers was called, and plans laid
out for the arrest of Nai Ruang. Troops of Khawm soldiers were then
sent out for the purpose. Nai Ruang, alerted, fled north and entered
priesthood in a monastery at Sukhothai. One of the Khawm soldiers,
however, found him there, but not recognizing him, asked the
whereabouts of Phra Ruang, i.e. Ruang the priest. Phra Ruang was
sweeping the grounds of the monastery when the Khawm soldier
arrived, so he told officer to wait there, and so the officer waited till
this bay, in stone. The story goes on to relate that, about no sons
succeed him, and our Phra Ruang was elected chief of Sukhothai,
assuming the title ‘Phra Sri Chandradhibodki’. (The chronicle date of
this event was given as 959 A.D.)

We are not sure about the dating of this Phra Ruang or Phra
Ruang II, but it seems likely that he must have lived during the reign of
Jayavarman VII. Considering that he was 11 years old when his father
was chief of Lopburi, he must be about 26 when he was in turn chief of
that vassal city. His crowning at Sukhothai would mark the closing
years of Jayavarman VII at Angkor. At this period, we have our No. 2
Sukhothai inscription which states that a certain Phya Sri Nao Nam
Thom, or Nam Thom for short, was king of Sri-Sajjanalaya-
Sukhothai. We also have Menam valley, and among the cities taken,
Kaeng Luang (possibly at Sawankaloke) and Ayodhaya were
mentioned. Then we have a Cham inscription which records that
Jayavarman VII recalled part of the occupation army from Vijaya. All
these are so confusing but a reconstruction is here suggested, that
because of Samlung-pha’s raid down the Menam valley in c. 1215
A.D., the Khmer occupation army in Vijaya was recalled to cope with
this new menace. After Sam-lung-Pha’s return to Magaung, a Thai
chief was ruling at Sukhothai. Jayavarman VII must be pretty old by
now, and Angkor exhausted. From the Sukhothai No. 2 inscription,
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we can sec that he must have adopted a conciliation policy, by
bestowing of his daughters, Sikhara Mahadevi, to Nam Thom’s son,
Pha Muang. This inscription also records that Pha Muang also
received a title, Kamarateng An Sri-Indrapatindradity and also a sacred
sword. We take it that, at this period, Pha Muang must be a rising
young lord, the chief of Muang Rard in his own right. This conciliation
policy must have appeased the Thai somewhat, but we see in the
inscription that Nam Thom’s territory in the West reached Muang
Chord, and in the South, 8 to 10 times the distance in the West. If the
word ‘phayam’ in this inscription denotes distance, i.e. one wah then
Nam Thom'’s territory in the South must have reached Rajburi. The
historical importance of Nam Thom to the throne and kingdom of
Sukhothai was discussed in another paper. With his death possibly in
c. 1235 A.D., there was trouble in the Sukhothai region. Angkor was
then ruled by Indravarman II, and it appears a Khawm general, Klon
Lambhong, was despatched to Sukhothai with his army. Does this
signify Angkor’s attempt to reassert her power over Sukhothai? It
however proved disastrous, for a young Thai chief, Bang Klang Hao,
called on Kamarateng An Pha Muang at Muang Rard, and troops were
prepared and plans laid. Then Bang Klang Hao attacked northward of
Sukhothai and took Sri Sajjanalaya, whereas Kamarateng An Pha
Muang attacked southward and took Bang Klong. Then the pincer
movement began, and Sukhothai was trapped and taken by
Kamarateng An Pha Muang. Tha Khawm general was defeated in a
pitch battle, and his army annihilated. Angkor’s power over the
Menam valley was since then doomed, never to rise again. What
followed was rather well-known, how Pha Muang invited his young ally
to come into the city, how he crowned Bang Klang Hao as king of
Sukhothai, also bestowing on him his old title, Sri-Indrapatindraditya.
If Pha Muang(”) in the last days of Jayavarman VII, was about 40
years old, he must now be over 60, a ripe old age and ready to retire.
The last thing we heard of him, according to this inscription, was he
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had many chedis crected in all the country side, and was looked upon as
“‘chief of chiefs, protector, benefactor, and teacher of all the lords.”
His son, Phya Kamhaeng Pra Ram, must have proved a
disappointment, and his hopeful grandson, Prince Sri Sattha, chose to
live his life as an ascetic-so his direct line ended with Prince Sri Sattha
who rose to become the Lord Patriach in subsequent reigns. With Bang
Klang Hao as Sri Indraditya, the Kingdom of Sukhothai grew up in
importance and power, and became the centre of Thai knowledge and
culture for two hundred years.

In presenting concrete evidences to the founding and
consolidation of the Thai beach-head states at Haripunjaya and
Sawankaloke, we were being carried away be events in the central part
of the kingdom, thus losing sight of what had happened regarding the
beach-head state of Chiengsaen. The difficulty about Chiengsaen is
that so many have said so much about it, but the foundation date is still
a mystery. There is a lead regarding this, however, and that is this state
would likely be founded in the reign of Anawrahta of Pagan. Many
chronicles of or about Chiengsaen did mention King Aniruddha of
Pagan having a helping hand towards the foundation of Nakorn
Ngoen-Yang Chiengsaen. Another lead is that the foundation of the
city would have to be after the destruction of Yonok founded by Prince
Singhanawati. The mysterious cause of the destruction of that city is
legendary, and on the basis of modern interpretation would have been
caused by earthquake. Anyhow, when Prince Brohma installed his
father on the throne of Yonok, is was in the 10th century (937 A.D.,)

according to the Singhanawati chronicle) and then three successive
rulers followed. Then one night, the earth shook three times, and
Yonok Nakorn sank into the ground, leaving in its place a big lake.
This event must have happened some time in the 11th century, but
what would be the precise date? With the two leads we have, we
suggest Chiengsaen was founded further to the south a few years after
Anawrahta led his army to invade Yunnan border, and that was c. 1060
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A.D. In the Detailed List, marked, C., we base the list of rulers on the
Chronicle of Nan, as we find it to be comparatively reliable.

Where did the founder of Chiengsaen, Lawachangkaraja, hail
from? We believe he was a prince of the House of Singhanawati,
because, in the Ngoenyang Chiengsaen chronicle, it was stated that
Lawachangkaraja asked the hands of a princess of Phuka for his son
and successor. Phuka was and is on the east side of the Mekhong,
about the same latitude as Keng Tung, which, we believe, was rebuilt by
Mangrai on the old site of Nakorn Yonok. Yonok and Phuka would
then be sister-states, and when Yonok was destroyed by earthquake,
Chiengsaen was rebuilt, further south, to replace the old city. Old ties
with Phuka would influence the founder of Chiengsaen to keep up
relationship, hence his asking a princess of Phuka for his son, Laokao,
(Incidentally, Muang Yawng would be the old side of the Khawm town
Umangkasela).

Of the history of Chiengsaen, apart from her contacts with the
sister-states, nothing much was heard about her, until the advent of
Chuangfa-dhammikaraja, the 16th. ruler. The personnage would have
achieved greater fame had he not lived in the times of Jayavarman VII.
With the all-powerful Khmer king to the south, he had to expand in
other directions, and he chose the East. Yet, he managed to exert his
power on the city of Nan and Prae to the South, from which he was
given from each city a princess in marriage. From the Thai names of
these two princesses, we are just wondering whether the chief of Nan
and the chief of Prae was of Thai stock. The Khmer inscription at
Sai-Fong, opposite Vieng Chan, would indicate the northerneast limit
of Jayavarman VII’s Empire, but Nan and Prae are higher north, and
way to the west. It seems probable therefore that Nan and Prae were in
Thai hands at that period, but they were under the suzerainty of
Chiengsaen-Phayao state. After Chuangfadhammikaraja, we have
Lao-ngoen and then Laokiang, the grandfather of Mangrai.



The alliance with her sister-states in the north might have been
kept since the reign of the founder of Chiengsaen, but Lackiang
reaffirmed it by asking the hands of the Chieng-Rung princess for his
son, Laomeng. As a result of this union was born Mangrai, the
Consolidator of Lan-na Thai into one kingdom. The story, that
Mangrai founded the city of Chieng Rai, conquered Haripunjaya, and
founded the city of Chieng Mai, was well-known, so we will pass on.
With the region of Lan-na united into one kingdom, with capital at
Chiengmai, and the valley of the Menam down to the Malay Peninsular
under the suzerainty of Sukhothai, the consolidation period of the Thai
was now over. The different beach-head states were either under the
government of Chiengmai, or Sukhothai, and our present Thailand can
date her hegemony form that period.

In reviewing our proposal about the foundation and progress of
these Thai beach-head states since the 11th. century, we realize that we

have said very little about Thao U-Thong’s state which appeared into
history in the 12th. century around U-Thong-Suphanburi area. From
whence did the U-Thong line come from, to be mentioned for the first
time when a ruler of this line entered into alliance with Sri
Dhammasokaraja V.? The Pongsawadan Nua states that a Phya
U-Thong, his elder brother, their sons and retinue came together in a
body from the country of ‘‘Chalieng Luang”’ to Muang Sawankaloke,
and then proceeded further to a peaceful place, and settled down. The
people of that region paid him homage and elected him king. The
chronicle gives no date. How are we to reconstruct this? From a
previous paragraph, we can identify this region as Suphanburi. So
Phya U-Thong passed through Sawankaloke to settle down at
Suphanburi. But where was ‘‘Chalieng Luang’’ that he hailed from?
Would it be Haripunjaya, in the north, or some where eise? Could it be
Chalieng, near Sawankaloke? The popular interpretation has been that
this U-Thong line came from the Chalieng-Sawankaloke area, and
hence a descendant of Prince Jayasiri. We would like to believe this
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too, had we not come across a Khmer inscription at Sakon Nakhorn.
This Khmer inscription bears a date, but Professor Coédes
(Inscriptions du Cambodge, Volume VI, p. 281) is not ready to specify
it. This inscription relates that a certain Kamsten (Viceroy) notifies the
lon (luang or chief) of Jraleng and the khlon vala (chief) of Vaur Vinau
of the new division of administration, etc. Now, this inscription was
found at Wat That of Sakon Nakorn, and the date would be some time
in the 11th century. The record of the ruler, called Luang, and the
name of the territory administered, Jralieng, gave us some grounds to
believe that here, at Sakon Nakorn by the river Mekhong, might be the
beach-head state of the U-Thong line, and from hence this Thai group
pushed on to Sawankaloke area before they settled down at
Suphanburi. This is just a lead, but we welcome it all the same in our
research of early Thai history.

For the present, we believe that Prince Jayasiri group moved
down and settled at Sawankaloke area, possibly under Angkor rule, in
the last years of the 10th. century. The beach-head states of
Haripunjaya (or Lampunjaya) and Chiengsaen were founded about
1050 and 1060 A.D. The Jayasiri group at Sawankaloke, reinforced by
the U-Thong group from Sakon Nakorn, then really started the ball
rolling, and with Sawankaloke, and then Lopburi as capital, this Sri
Dhammasok-U Thong kingdom consolidated their hold in the Menam
valley. The advent of Jayavarman VII shattered this attempt, but the
set-back was only for about 20 years. Whilst the Sri Dhammasok line
was entrenching themselves in the Peninsular, and the U-Thong in the
West of the Menam, Prince Samlung-pha came on the scene with huge
army, freeing the valley from Khmer power. On his return to the Shan
highlands, Nam Thom appeared on the throne of Sukhothai with
territories southward to Nakorn Sridhammaraj. We are not clear what
actually happened at this tims, but Jayavarman VII’s attitude towards
Nam Thom was concilliatory. When Nam Thom died, in c. 1235 A.D.
the Cambodians made their last bid to themselves but were completely



beaten, and Sri Indraditaya set himself and his dynasty firmly on the
throne of Sukhothai. Considering their hold in the Menam valley since
the 9th. century, Khmer culture and way of life must have influenced
the Thai a great deal, hence their language found its root in our Thai
language. We of the present are glad to admit that we have learnt a lot
from the Khmer of old, but since the 13th. centnry we have also tried to
repay by passing on to them what we have picked up from other
peoples.

A word about the Mon who had occupied the Menam valley prior
to the reign of Jayavarman II (802-850 A.D.). The consolidation of
Land and Water Chenla into the kingdom of Angkor was the starting
point of Angkor expansion towards the Menam, for we find a Khmer
inscriptionuz) stating Jayavarman II and despatched his chief page to
administer Dvaravati. At that period, Dvaravati must have their chief
city at Louvo, and it seems very likely that Khmer expansion to include
Louvo was the main cause of the Mon founding Pegu and
Haripunjaya. (Pegu was founded in c. 825 A.D. and we believe
Haripunjaya was founded about the same time). Of their earlier
history, Chinese dynastic chronicles mentioned, as early as the 3rd.
century, P’an-P’an, Chin-lin, and in the 7th. century, Tolopoti, the
Mon kingdom of Dvaravati.(!? Their capital is believed to be at the
site of Nakorn Pathom. What actually happened in the 2nd. half of the
7th. centuay is not clear, but indications are that the evacuation of
Nakorn Pathom to found Louvo had something to do with Srivijaya
expansion upward. The Mon were not allowed to live at peace very
long, because towards 825 A.D. the new kingdom of Angkor pushed
them further northward (and westward) where they founded
Haripunjaya. Their first ruler was a Princess, Sam-devi Queen of
Samadesa. How the Thai took over Haripunjaya in the 11th. century is
already stated.

From chronicles and legends, we have, with the support of
neighbouring inscriptions, uncovered five successive Thai beach-ead



enda

states(“) pushing in towards the Menam from 983 A.D. to 1220 A.D.
Further research will surely unearth more results. The criterion is
whether we can support these legendary facts with concrete support.
At best, these legendary stories are but indications whose potentialities
as historical facts remain to be developed. Professor Coédes’
Inscriptions du Cambodge, so far in 6 Volumes, will surely help us
towards this goal.

A lot has now been said in our proposal concening these Thai
beach-head states, and if the curtain rises on a very blurred and
confused scene, may we crave indulgence of the readers for having

attempted to say something clearly about a very unclear picture.



NOTES

The term ‘beach-head’ is used here in the sense of a base for forays into
new territory; forays which, if successful, could be consolidated into
new Thai states, or if not, could be withdrawn into a ‘‘home’’ area
reasonably safe from molestation. It does not presuppose a
master-plan of the conquest of Mon and Khmer states (except in the
case of Haripunjaya in c. 1044 A.D.). It represents more a sequence of
conciliation, followed by opportunist expansion southward, followed
again by conciliation until the Thai emerged as a integrated, rival
power for the supremacy over the whole Menam valley at the dawn of
the 13th. century. (See JSS, Volume XLIV Pt. 2 August. 1956;
Kachorn Sukhabanij ‘“Was Nam Thom the First King or
Sukhhodaya?’’)

The motive for expansion is however present as seen in the
system of succession within the Thai Chieftain’s family from the sixth
century onwards. This system indicates an inherent tendency towards
expansion, as the youngest of the chief’s son inheriting the father’s
domain, whereas all the elder brothers being despatched to found their
own ‘muang’ wherever they could find lodgement. When necessary,
reinforcements were known to have been sent from the father to
anyone of his satellite sons who needed them. Moreover, at the
parting, the father would demand a vow from each of his sons not only
to respect each other’s territory and chieftainship, but also to come to
each other’s aid in times of need. With the founding of Sukhothai,
however, this system fell into abeyance.

(1) Professor Coédes has given a List of Chronicles in his
BEFEO. Tome XXV, pp. 172-174, relating to Lampun,
Lampang, Chiengmai, Chieng Dao, Muang Ngao, Phayao,
Chieng Rai, Nan, Chieng Khawng, Chiengsaen, and
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miscellaneous. But evidently there are many more
chronicles and legends, especially relating to the South.
Cham inscription at Po Nagara. See Majumdar’s CHAMPA.
Gazetteer of Upper Burma & the Shan, Part I, Volume I,
Ney Elias has the history of the Mao Shan written, and here
Scott favours us with the Hsaen-wi side of the shan history.
Our Singhanawati chronicle, together with that of Lan
Chang, should be viewed together for the background of the
beach-head states in the 11th.-12th. centuries.

We are unable, so far, to identify the site of Hsaen Se, the
capital of all the Shan States in the 11th. century. We
believe Hsaen-se to be in South Hsaen-wi, bordering on
Chiengmai region. Incidentally, there are two Buddha
Images. (only the head part) one found in Chiengmai and
the other in Lampun, which still retain the old name of
Hsaen Se. The Chiengmai Hsaen-se Image measures about
1.60 metres, and is in our National Musuem in Bangkok.

There is a good photograph of this *‘Syam”’ troops in the
Royal Institute, National Library Building, in Bangkok.
The date in the caption was proposed as c. 1800 Buddhist
Era. We would suggest that this proposed date be revised c.
1137 A.D.

Now-found inscription at Nakorn Sawan. See Translation
at end of Notes.

The term ‘‘Syam’’ appears to travel southwards from
Haripunjaya period to Sawankaloke, then to Sukhothai,
Ayudhia and finally to Bangkok period. King Mongkut
styled himself ‘King of Syam’.

If Prince Arun, or Arun-arjakumara, should be known as
Phra Ruang I, (as Gerini has suggested), then should we not
identify Nam Thom as Phra Ruang II, and Ramkhamhaeng,
Phra Ruang I1I. There would be no Phra Ruang IV, as from
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the 13th. century the Menam valley has been firmly in Thai
hands and no more Khawm to be chased out to the sea. The
prerequisites of a Phra Ruang are two, that (1) he has to be
connected with Sawankaloke-Sukhothai tradition, and (2)
he must have the record of ‘chasing out the Khawm from the
Menam valley to the sea limit’. Sri-Indraditya’s southern
boundary is still doubtful.

A Thai inscription unearthed a few years ago at Sukhothai
gives 3 names of Sri-Indraditya’s ancestors. It also gives the
name of Sri Songgram as successor to Ramkhamhaeng, Loe-
thai, however, succeeds Sri Songgram in this inscription.
Yavana is mentioned for the first time in the reign of
Jayavarman VII, though a Cham inscription at Chodihn
keeps on mentioning the “‘Syam’’ troops in this reign.
Yavana, we believe, refers to the Yuan, or Yonok of the
Chiengsaen beach-head, whilst the ‘“Syam’’ troops referred
to by the Cham inscription would mean the Thai of
Lopburi-Sawankloke area.

Bang Klang Hao, as Sri-Indraditya, is believed to be a more
important personnage than Kamarateng An Pha Muang
who, according to Sukhothai inscription No. 2, crowns his
young ally.

This Thavar Kdei inscription appears in Majumdar’s (1953)
and Coédes’s (1954) Inscriptions of Kambuja.

These early (Mon?) kingdoms were discussed fully in Luce’s:
Conntries Neighbouring Burma, JBRS, Volume XIV, Pt. 11,
1925,

These would chronologically be (1) Sawankaloke (2)
Haripunjaya (3) Chiengsaen (4) Suphanburi and (5)
Sukhothai under Nam Thom.

The loss of Fang in 983 A.D.—by Prince Jayasiri coincides
with the first appearance of the Thai on the throne of
Haripunjaya, No. 9in List H.
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The army from the West (of Fang) which took Fang and Haripunjaya
was here proposed as that of Hsaenwi-Hsaense, under toe regrouping
of Khun Thai Kham. Could ‘the army from the West’ be that of the
Burmese of Pagan? We believe Pagan in the 10th. century was not yet
a Burmese state, whose contemporary ruler (according to D.G.E.
Hall’s list) was ‘Kunhsaw Kyaungpyu’—the prefix ‘Kun’ indicating
T’ai origin or (Hsaenwi) influence. After Kunhsaw, Hall’s list gives
two other rulers and then the reign of Anawrahta, whom we know from
Pagan inscriptions to start his reign in 1044 A.D. Of Anawrahta, the
Hsaenwi chronicle places his advent in Pagan a few reigns from Khun
Thai Kham, thus:—

Khun Thai Kham, ascending the throne of Hsaenwi-Hsanse
957 A.D. Tao Nga Rung, chief of Muang Mao, etc., served
under Khun Thai Kham. In the year 957 A.D., Tao Nga Rung
started to develop Muang Nam and Muang No. He had a son
named Khun Tum, who was chosen by the people as Sawbwa
after the death of his father and suhsequently took the name of
Saw Hom-mong. He had a daughter named San Mon La and a
son named Sao Kaw Leng. In the year 1057 A.D. the king
Nawrahta Mangsaw of Pagan went up to Mong Wong in search
of the five relics of Buddha, and on his way back he stayed at
Mong Mao and Mong Nam and met sao Hom-mong there and
married his daughter Sao Mon La. (Gazetteer, p 235)

This anecdote in the Hsaenwi chronicle records the wedding of
Anawrahta with a daughter of Sao Hom-mong. The chronicle date of
this event was 1057 A.D. i.e. after the regrouping of Hsaenwi under
Khun Thai Kham by a hundred years. Without asserting that these two
dates were very exact, we still believe that the anecdote about
Anawrahta did take place sometime after the regrouping of Hsaenwi,
whose expansion towards Fang and Haripunjaya would likely have
taken place sometime before 1944 A.D., at the end of the 10th. century.



Nakorn Sawan Inscription, unearthed
September 1956, in situ, in a ruined town in
Nakorn Sawan, below Sukhothai.

(Literal Translation)

Face 1-In Pali.

Asoka Maharaja, imbued with dharma, power, strenght, and
bravery equalled by none, sends this decree to King Sunatta. To bestow
rice-fields for the maintenance of the Phra Dhatu (chedi?). King
Sunatta hereby makes this decree known toall ...........cconnniiineiiininnen.

.......................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

Face 2-In Khmer.

These are the sacrifices of Maha-rajadhiraja, named Krung Sri
Dhgmmasoka, to the ashes of Kamarateng Jakata Sri Dhammasoka, at
(the town of) Paya-dhannya-pura, as follows: slaves 452, trays 22,
silver cups 22, elephant 1, horse 1, naga 1, sivika 1, for the sacred
maintenance (and) 40 li of rice daily.

A maha-senabodi, named Bhuvanaditya-isavaradvip, has
brought this royal decres to King Sunatta of Dhannyapura, ordering
the marked rice-fields be given for the sacred memory of Kamarateng
Jakata in 1089 Saka, 15th. day of the rising moon, Magarerk, Sunday,
Burapha-sath, one pond.

Also, graces be at noon. King Sunatta makes this sacrifice (to the
memory of) Kamarateng Jakata, bestowing these marked rice-fields as
follows: rice-fields, east up to Jathing (canal?), west up Bhanom
(hill?), south up to Bang Jawa. North up to Jathing sruk kwei saer
srong kyam natralome natrakong, east up to Jathing Prei, west up to
Srok, south up to lake Sdok, north up to Jathing saer, Phra Jakata,
east up to Kating, north-east up to........ south up to Srok. All together
5 rice-fields.
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Note : This Inscription has been translated to Thai by Nai Chum
Thongkhamwan, epigraphist of the Fine Arts Department,
Bangkok, and is re-translated into English by the writer.

List H. (for Haripunjaya) showing Chamdevi rulers.
Length of reign according to

Mulasasna Jinkala. Proposed :

1. Chamdevi - 7.—.— Ascension 818 A.D.
2. Mahantayasa — 80.—.— 40.-.- Mon dynasty
3. Kumancha 40.—.— 40.—.—- 40.—.—
4. Rudanta 27.—-.— 27.—-.—- 27.—.-
5. Suvarna-manchu 30.—-.- 30.—-.— 30.—.-
6. Sangsara 10.—.- 10.-.- 10.—.-
7. Paduma 3.—e— 3.10.— 4.-
8. Lulladeva T.—.— 7.—.— T.—.—
9. Mabharaja l.—-.— 1.—.— 1.—.-Thai
10. Lakhundriya 1.—.— 3.3.- 3.—.—Thai
11. Kulladeva

(2nd. reign) 1.3.- 1.3.- 1.—.-
12. Takkaraja 47.— 0.7.- S.—.—
13. Ratanaraja 10.2.5 0.2.15 10.-.-
14. Kuttaraja 14.2.15 10.—.—- 14.—.-—
15. Selaraja 3.-.— W—-.- 3-.-
16. Lojaraju 0.6.- 0.6.— l.—.—
17. Kalya 2.3.- 2.3.- 2.—.—
18. Muttaraja 2.3.- 2.10.—- 3.—-.-
19. Pokaraja - 2.10.—- 3. -.-
20. Ucchitta-chakravati 3.- 3.-.— 3.-.-form Khmer-

ized Louvo

21. Kamalaraj 20.-.- 20.7.— 2l.-.-

Epedemic of cholera and/or Loss of city to Chakravati 1050 A.D.



Note : (1)

@

A

@

)

©

M

ece

Founding of Haripunjaya is tentatively proposed as c. 818
A.D.. Following loss of Dvaravati to Jayavarman II
(Thvar Kdei insc.).

Mahantayasa’ reign of 80 years seems unlikely, as his son
and successor is said to reign 40 years. It is hard to believe
that both reigned 120 years between them.

For length of reign which both documents agree, we take
them at their face value, only that round figures are
preferable.

For length of reign which they differ, we adopt the
maximum, and when all reigns are added together since
818 A.D. the loss of Haripunjaya according to our
proposed figures would fall in 1053 A.D. So it seems the
founding of Haripunjaya would be in 815 A.D. to make
its fall exact in 1050 A.D.

The Jinakalamalini date of the founding of Haripunjaya
was on the 22nd year of the Chulasakaraja’, i.e. 660 A.D.
and Professor Coéds has suggested that this date should
be amended as some time in the 8th. century. According
to our figures above, we propose 815 A.D.

Ruler No. 20, Ucchitta, hailed from Louvo which, since
the 9th century, had been under Angkor. In the early 11th
c., a new dynasty, Suryavarman I, etc. was on the throne
of Angkor, and his expansion to control Louvo might be
the direct cause of Ucchitta’s overture with Haripunjaya.
The Mulasasna document is a palm-leaf document,
written in Chiengmai script and dialect. It has been
printed in book-form in Thai since 1939 but seems to have
escaped the attention of scholars. It is rather dependable
insofar as religious is concerned.
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List L. (for Lampunjaya) rulers since Prince Chakravati.
Length of reign according to

Mulasasana Jinakala. Yonok Hist Proposed : —

1. Chakravati 9.- 9.- 9, - 9. —since 1050 A.D.
2. Vasudeva Vo212~ 9.2.- 1.-
3. Jayaraja - 10.- 10. - 10. -
4. Mabharaja - 1.— 1.— 1.—-
5. Selaraja 43.- 3.- 10. - 3.-
6. Kanchanaraja 16.— 6.— 6.— 6. —
7. lJilangkiraja 40.— 10.- 10. - 10. -
8. Bhandularaja 20.— 20.- 20. - 20. —
9. Indhavara 30.— 30.- 30.—  30.-
10. Dittaraja 30.— 30.- - -
11. Aditayaraja 13.~- 16.- 5.—  20.— since 1140 A D.
12. Dhammikaraja 5.— §.— —-.— 5. -
13. Ratanaraj 5.-— 5.- 5.—- 5.—
14. Sabbhasiddhi 45.— 45.- 45.—  45.-
15. Jetharaja 15.— 15.- 15.— 15.—
16. Jatayaraja 12.— 22.- 22. - 12. -
17. Jalaraja -3 - - —
18. Thavalayaraja 12.— 2.- 2.- 2.—
19. Kangkayaraja 3.—- 12.- 12, - 3.-
20. Siripunyaraja 20.—- 2.- 2.— 2.—
21. U-dhenaraja Vo=l = 1.- 1. —since 1250
22. Phantayaraja 30.— 30.- 30. - —
23. Thai Amat - —-.- - -
24. Atanaraja 3.3 10. - 3.-
25. Mutta 1.—-
26. Wamaraj 10.— 10.—
27. Thatard 10. -
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28. Yokaraja 10.- 10.-

29. Ai -3

30. Seta 1. -

31. Lolaraja 3.- - 1.-

32. Yotakaraja 3.—- - 10. -

33. Yipa 3.- 10.- 10.—  Ending 1290 A.D.
Haripunjaya taken by Mangrai c. 1290 A.D.

Note : (1) This list is based on the Mulasasna because it gives a fuller
list than the other two documents.

(2) Years of reign are set out as they appear, and the number
proposed are likely to be the minimum number. Even so,
from ruler No. 21 onwards, we find it difficult to bring
them into line with the fall of the city to Mangrai. '

(3) The reign of Sabbhasiddhi, No. 14 in the list, has inscrip-
tion in support, and the two naksatra dates were given by
Professor Coédes as 1213 and 1218 A.D. We wonder
whether the proposed datss given by us are wide of the
mark, except the inscription dates record the last years of
Sabhhasiddhi on the throne.

(4) It must be about 1215-1220 A.D. when Sam-lungpha, the

Mao Shan conqueror raided the Menam valley. Did he
conquer Haripunjaya?  Chiengsaen and yon were
mentioned as having fallen under his power. The
chronicles are quiet at this point, and we have no means to
check whether the Mao assertion was true.
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List C. (for Chiengsaen) showing rulers of Thai Yuan line.
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20.

Lao or Lawa-changkaraij ascension c. 1060 A.D.
Lao-kaokeo

Lao-sao

Lao-leo

Lao-kat

Lao-kun

Lao-ton

Lao-chom

Lao-kwat

Lao-chakwa

Lao-krua

Khun Therng

Khun Thurng

Chom Pha Ruerng

Ai-Cherng

Chuang-fa Dhammikaraja ascension c. 1140 A.D.
Lao-ngoen ascension c. 1193 A.D.
Lao-kiang

Lao-meng

Meng-rai ascension ¢. 1273 A.D.

Note : (1) We follow this list of rulers by usin.g the Nan Chronicle as

we find it to be more dependable than other chronicles.
Nan Chronicle is in No. 10 of the Historical Series.

(2) The number of years each ruler was said to reign in any

chronicle about Chiengsaen are exaggerated, for when
added up they total 400-500 years for 20 rulers.

(3) If we take the founder of Chiengsaen to reign after Surya-

varman I, Chuangfa-dhammikaraja to reign at the close
of Suryavarm an I, and Mangrai to be contemporary of
Ramkhamhaeng, we would only have a span of 250 years
for these 20 rulers.

(4) The two dates comparatively dapendable are the founding

of Chiengsaen, and the ascension dats of Mengrai.
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Tentative Lists Of Swankaloke, Suphanburi & Sukhothai Rulers
up to 1235 A.D.

Reigning Reigning  Reigning
Swankaloks Suphaburi Sukhothai

1. Phya Sri Dhammasokaraja c. 1140
2. Arun-rajjakumara (or Phra

Ruang I) c. 1150
3. Sri Dhammasokaraja II1
(at Lopburi) c. 1167

4. Sri Dhammasokaraja IV (defeated

by probably killed by Angkor army)
5. Sri Dhammasokaraja V

(Jaiya) c. 1195

Thao U-Thong c. 1195
6. Nam Thom c. 1215
7. Chandrabhanu Sri Dhamma-

sokaraja (at Ligor) IV c. 1230
8. Crowning of Bang Klang Hao

as Sri Indraeitya. c. 1235

Notes : (1) The Swankaloke line, from Sibsong Panna, was the first
to arrive, but it did not appear in history until c. 1140
A.D. The Nakorn Sawan inscription gives evidence to
the 2nd and 3rd. of this line and the Jaiya inscription to
the 5th. and Chandrabbanu. The founder, Sri
Dhammasokaraja I, is supported by chronicles, No.1
and 66 of the Historical Series. No. 4 is conjectural.
(2) We believe the U-Thong line was an off-shoot of a Thai
group from Sakon Nakorn-Nakorn Panom area which
moved in via Swankaloke area to Suphanburi to settle
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down. This settlement at Suphanburi would likely be
after Jayavarman VII had taken the Mon population
there for forced labour. The first U-Thong to appear in
history was when he had a pact of alliance made with Sri
Dhammasokaraja V, presumahly at Chaiya. His
southern boundary would likely be at Prajhuab
Kirikhandha. The Thao U-Thong father-in-law to
Ramadhibodi I, would be the 5th. of this line.

The advent of Nam Thom on the throne of Sukhothai
coincides with the assertion of the Mao Shan History that
their hero. Sam-luang-pha, had conquered the Menam
valley. To wrest Jayavarman VII’s Menam territory
would require a stronger hand than Nam Thom alone
could perform, so Sam-luang-pha’s conquest of the
Menam valley seems to be true. There are many Shan
words and phrases in the Ramkhamhaeng's inscription,
and the proposal that Nam Thom-Bang Klang Hao were
Mao Shans would not be impossible.

When Pha Muang crowned Bang Klang Hao as king of
Sukhothai, the beach-head period was over, and from
c¢. 1235 A.D., Sukhothai as a full-fledged kingdom really
starts Thai history.

Anvn rarsAsL/ang (unbu URS WORANTEU & oo)
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	บรรณานุกรมที่เลือกสรรแล้ว





