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SONGS, SHORT STORIES AND NATIONAL CULTURE OF LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC IN ITS FIRST PERIOD OF 1975 — 1986

AN ABSTRACT
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Bubet Suppipat. (2008). Songs, Short stories and National culture of Lao People’s
Democratic Republic in its first period of 1975 — 1986. Master’s Project, M.A.
(Asian History). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project

Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Wongduen Narasu;.

This Master's project studied songs, short stories and national culture of Lao People's
Democratic Republic in its first period of 1975-1986. Lao government led by Prince
Souphanouvong and Kaysone Phomvihane won and changed the government regime
to Socialism. They also found that there were conflicts lingering within the country for
over 20 years, which brought about dissension in political and racial ideas. That was
why Lao government desired to establish new policies in order to eradicate the old
notions that were not in accordance with the new ones, and develop a concept in

building national culture in order to impress united ideology among its people.

Songs and short stories were part of the new culture formation scheme, because they were
easily accessible and enjoyable to all. The contents in songs and short stories distributed by
Lao government were structured by the authorities. Most songwriters and authors were

government officials, and they had to proceed government screening before releases.

The study of 10 songs and 10 short stories in Laos during 1975-1986 showed that there
were coherence in its content, that is; Lao people were patriotic, self-sacrificing, united,
proud in its national culture, held socialistic ideas, admired Lao People's Revolutionary
Party, and Lao Government as well as were hostile to the West. This study enabled us to
have better understanding of Lao's society in that period. After Lao government applied
the New Imagination Policy in 1986, investments from free-trade countries were more
welcome. Therefore, socialistic frame of mind in songs and short stories were lightened,

which reflected present-day Lao society which is more open to other cultures.
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