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Dr.Chuachan Chongsatityoo, Asst. Prof. Dr. Surawut Padthaisong, Asst. Prof. Dr.Pensiri
Jeradechakut.

The objective of this research is to study the gender relations and Women's economic
security in Thai families. In the aspect of gender relations, the study focuses on the patterns of
division of labor and power relations within the family since both factors have an impact on women
economic security. With the methodology of building up grounded theory, in-dept interview method
was undertaken. The in-dept interview was conducted with husbands and wives in families with
different components. Those inclide families that compose with both husbands and wives, families
that live with husbands’ remittance, as well as families with a female single parent. The study was
undertaken among 38 key informants, 25 female and 13 male, aged between 30-55 years oM, in 7
villages in Chiang Mai.

The study shows that women’s economic sgcurity in Thai families is a consequence of
patterns of division of labor and power relations between husbands and wives in a family. These two
factors are the key components of gender relations. In the context of division of labor, women are
constipated to play a big role on household activities which included the responsibility over house
works and caring children and economic role that is built up by social and cuitural values. The
dimension of power relations, which includes power to make a decision and female autonomy, is a
consequence of patterns of division of labor, in addition with social and cultural values, Both
dimensions of relationship lead to women’s economic security and healthy relationship between
husbands and wives which includes husband’'s responsibility over his family, relationship that is
based on romantic love, as well as women's capacity to manage their household activities. Thess
result in woman:ségfcurity both in short and long term.

The stud?g'b‘mes.out with following recommendations : the social learning on sexual value

should be improved in all dinTé?\sions, and all levels of society. This should be done by basing on

- .the idea of valuation the equality c:\f human-being. Additionally, this should be seen as a duty of the

soéiety ‘as a whole to empower women to be more confident on their self-reliance capability.
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