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" The purpose of this research was to compare some specific charac-
teristics of current Thai dialects‘;f Phatthalung (PT) province with the
Bangkok (BKK) Thai dialect, in terms of phonological system, syntactic
system, and certain lexemes of interest. The data sources sei;cted were.
four areQ§’of the Q;ovince namely, PT 1 or Area 1 f Anmphoe. Khun Khanun
and King Amphoe Si Banphot, PT 2 or Area 2 : Ampﬁoe Muang Phatthalung and
Amphoe Kong Ra, PI' 3 or Area 3 : Amphoe Khéo Chaison and King Amphoe Ta mot
and PT 4 or Area 4 : Amphoe Pak Phayun énd King Amphoe Paban. Each area
was represented by 3 informants selected through a set of criteria. The
data - gatherihg instrument consisted of a checklist of phonological
system, word structure, and the meaning of words along with a list of data
for verification of syntactic system, For the duté - gathering, the in-
formants were intervi?weq by the researcher and it was subjected to
analysis in accordance with linguistic methodology. The findings are

summarized below:

In terms of the phonological system of the four areas, there were
7 tonemes, In consideration of the characteristiég and tone changekof
the dialects, it was found that every toneme varied from that of Bangkok,
There were 21 single consonantal phonemes, all capable of syllable initial
position, The tonemes that veried from the Bangkok Thai dialect were:
the presence of / H‘/ and / 7j / but the absence of / £/ and / 3 /.
There were 9 consonantal phonemes appearing in syllable-final position,
which were of the same souﬁd as that of Bangkok dialect, Thirteen types
of consonant clusters were common po all four areas. Thé forms that

differed from the Banglkok dialect were: the presence of [:mlj and [:mr] .



In terms of vowel phonemes of the four areas, there were 18 single vowel
phonemes and 3 diphtongs, which corresponded. to the Bangkok dialect, but
the Bangkok dialect bad short diphthongs, namely | ia? | and [ ua?] .
The Phatthalung dialect had no sbqrt diphthongs., There were 5 syllable
- _
?

types common to all four areas: C(C)VV., C(C)VNY, C(C)VWN', c(C)Vs®, and ;

c(c)vysT. The Bangkok dialect had not an additional type: C(C)VV?T.

RS

Syntactiéally, it was found that in most cases the dialects of the
foﬁ? areas correspondéd to the Bangkok dialect, but the difference was
only a little in word structure. Some two-syllabled words in Bangkok
dialect was often a oné-syllabled word in these areas. And some one-
syliabled words in Bangkok dialect would be a two-syllabled word in the

Phatthalung dialects.

In terms of word formation, it was both similar and different from
the Bangkok dialect. The difference was that some compound words would
be put in reverse word order with the Bangkok dialect. In terms of word-
classes, word applicatioh and word order in some word classes were differ-
ent, namely ‘the presence of word order and reverse word order between.

cardinal numbers and classifiers

Regarding lexemes of interest, it appeared that lexemes similar in
-form to those of the Bangkok dialect, but different in meaning in the
Phatthalung dialects would possess a wider semantic range than those of
Bangkok. There would be a lot of words different in form those of the
Bangkok dialect but similar in meaning. Owing to the dialects of
different culture, they were different in application, The lexemes in-

fluenced by 6 foreign languageé were Pali, Sanskrit, Klmer, Chinese,



‘English and Malay. And it was found that the Malay language caused Thai

dialects in these areas to be specific ¢tharacteristics, and different

from the Bangkok dialect,

The result of research of the Phatthalung dialect compared with
the Thai dialects in the other southern areas analyzed by a researcher,
mainly applying phonological classification, it was found that the Phat-
thalung dialects might be set in the same group as thSSe of Nakhon S5i

Thammarat and Songkhla.

In conclusion, the researcher proposed approaches for applying
these findings to the teaching standard Thai to native speakers of

Phatthalung dialects, whose dialects are their mother—tongue.-
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