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The purpose of this research is to study motives affecting decision of students in selecting
major field of study. Five aspects of motives that have been studied are interest and aptitude,
personal opinion, economic, social and related persons.. This research compares student motives in
selecting tield of study according to major, academic status, parents’ occupation and other related
factors.

The sample group composes of 3rd-year undergraduate students in Regular Curriculum and
students i Supplementary Curricelum of the 2 - yvear Program, in Business Administration with
Accounting Major and Marketing Major, 2nd semester of the academic year 1992, The number of
students used as sample 1s 282. Tools for data collection are questionnaire on motives in selecting
field of study, approximated scale. Statistics used for data analysis are percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test and one-way analysis cf variance.

The results were as follows:

1. The students have motives for selecting the 2-year Program in Business Administration
in ali aspects. Interest and aptitude, personal opinion, economic and social aspects are high motives.
While related persons is medium motive.

2. The students major in Accounting and Marketing have motives for study 1n ali aspects
with no significant difference. When consider each aspect, students major in Accounting and
Marketing have significant difference at .05 level for motive in interest and aptitude. Accounting
students have higher motive than Marketing students for this aspect. For personal opinion,economic,
social and related persons aspects there is no significant difference.

3. The students in Regular Curriculum and Supplementary Curriculum have no significant

difference in all motives and for each motive.

4. The students with difference in parents’ occupations, i.e. government official/state
enterprise employee, company emplovee, private business, and agriculturist, have significant
difference motives in ail aspects at .03 level. When consider each aspect, personal opinion aspects '
have significant difference at .01 level and social aspect shows significant difference at .05 level.
While interest and aptitude, economic, and related persons aspect have no significant difterence
When compare in pair for personal opimion aspect of students with difference in parents’occupaiion,
students with parents’ occupation as government official/state enterprise employee have different
motives from those with parents’ occupation as private business. Students with parents’ occupation
as private business have sigmficant difference motives from those with parents’ occupation as
agriculturist. For social aspect, students with parents’ occupation as government official/state

enterprise employee have different motives from those with parents’ occupation as private business.
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