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Abstract Papanicolaou Smears Adequacy from Stainless Steel and Wooden Spatula.
Kasem Raungrongmorakot, MD *
Nantana Kaewpila,MD **
Sak Kongsuwan, Ph.D (Civil Engineering) ***
Wichian Manolertthewan, MD *
Pawin Puapornpong, MD * —=

Thamasin Wiruchpongsanon, MD *

Objective: To compare the effectiveness of the wooden spatula and stainless steel spatula for obtained
adequate Papanicolaou smears in Bethesda system.

Methods: One hundred and seventy women were randomly divided into two groups. The first group (WS)
was colleéted the first smear from wooden spatula and the second from stainless steel spatula. The
second group (SW) was collected the first smear from stainless steel spatula and the second from
wooden spatula. Each slide was evaluated cytological result and adequncy by the same pathologist who
blind to method. Problems of inadequacy slides were clarified.

Results: Prevalence of adequate first slides were optained 69.41 % and 67.06 % from wooden and
stainless steel spatula respectively (P = 0.713). Higher prevalence of adequate second slides were
obtained 76.47 % and 78.82 % from wooden and stainless steel spatula respectively (P = 0.713). All of
inadequate slides had inadequate endocervical cells. Small number of inadequate slides was obscured
by white blood cells and had inadequate squamous cells.

Conclusion: Wooden and stainless steel spatulas were equally effective instruments in obtaining
adequate Papanicoloau smears. The addition of the second cervical smear increased the rate of

adequate Papanicolaou smears.
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* Department of Obstetric and Gynecology, Faculty of Medicine, Srinakharinwirot University
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** Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, Srinakharinwirot University
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*** Faculty of Engineering, Srinakharinwirot University
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