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A STUDY OF DRUG ADDICTION CAUSES AND THE EXPECTATION
IN TREATMENT OF YOUTHS UNDER TREATMENT
AT THE DRUG CURING CLINIC, BANGKOK

AN ABSTRACT
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Presented in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Master of
Education degree in Guidance and Counseling Psychology
At Srinakarinwirot University
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The purpose of this study was to find drug addiction causes and treatment
expectation of youths under treatment at the drug curing clinic. The subject was 30
addicted youths being cured at Narcotic Clinic 1 Wat Thardthong, Bangkok. Study
instruments were interview forms for drug addiction causes and the expectation in
treatment of youths by in—depth interview with frequency statistics in percentage.

The results of the study were as follows :

1. From personal information, it was found that 90% of youths under treatment
were male, age between 16-25 years, single, high school level background where 70% of
which were unemployed with 2 types of income : 100 bath daily and 3,000 bath monthly
from parents or works. From some sources of study, it was found that some youths stole
things from home to sell. 63.33% of youths lived with both parents of primary education
background. Most of their parents were employees and vendors. 33.93% of youths were
from famillies with eaming between 6,000-9,999 bath per month while 40% had a brother
or a sister and 36.66% were the second child of the family. It was also found from the
study that the second child was “wednesday child”. 60.01% had sound relationship or
seldom argument and non-violent. 63.33% of youths had no conflicts with other members
of the family but when had something in mind, they did not consult with anyone and
tried to solve the problems themselves or just let go the problems. 73.33% of youths had
trouble caused by members of their family such as being blamed for drug addicted, father
having a mistress, parents were very strict and suspicious of their child turmning back for
drugs again, being bored with home or mother and sister mumbling, not having enough
money to spend in the family. 80% of youths did not cope with the problems in the
family and 60% lived in slum areas.

2. Performance records of youths at school before being addicted showed that
55.17% had medium concentration in their study and 58.62% had gradc point average
below 2.00 in the last semester. 89.66% skipped their classes and most of them never
remained in the same class. 51.72% quit school before graduation. 72.41% were addicted
while studying and mostly took drugs both inside and outside school. Drugs being taken
at school were cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana, heroin and amphetamine. Most of them had

addicted friends. 89.66% had no concerns about people or incidents at school.



3. Information from drug addiction records showed that cigarettes were mostly
used among youths while alcohol were ranked second. Marijuana and heroin were in third
and forth. The fifth rank was also heroin when the sixth was amphetamine and the
seventh was evaporation substances. Most youths started to smoke when they were 15
years. 46.67% first started smoking in toilets at school with friends in group and later
after being addicted split up into smaller groups and finally did it alone. While
consumption increased and the drugs were expensive, they would not want to share with
anyone so each one had to be on his own. All youths have ceased taking drug. Most of
them have been cured in clinics. The most addicted members of the family was father,
cigarettes smoking, alcohol drinking and amphetamine dosing. Most youths had many
friends who smoked cigarettes and took heroin. 80% had drug addicts and drug supplies
nearby home.

4. Addiction causes showed that the cause of first addiction of most youths at
86.67% was self determination to try drugs and 13.33% were persuaded by friends. The
causes of returning to be addicted again was, with 33.33%, willingness to return to drug
and 23.33% having had to be in the same surroundings.

5. From the expectation in treatment of youths, it was found that 46.66%
expected to be cured from addiction to get back to normal living and 36.66% just

wanted to be cured first without any expectation.
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