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The purposes of this research were to compare the mental health
" and the local atmosphere in perception of the teachers, in five
southern border\provinces, as classified by sex, religion, Jjob
cohdition, job location, employment preiod, and living location ; and
to find out the relationships between the mental health and the local
atmosphere in perception.

The samples of this study consisted of 594 primary school
teachers under the Office of the National Primary Education Commission
in five southern border provinces. The instruments used in this
study were the Symtom-Distress Checklist, or SCL-90, and the
Questionare on the local atmosphere in percenption, constructed by
the researcher. The data were analyzed by using percentage, standard
deviation, t-test, One-Way ANNOVA, and Pearson’s Product Moment
Correlation.

The main research findings were Summarized as follows :-

1. The Buddhist teachers had better mental health than the
muslim teachers. The teachers with the employment period more than
6 years had better mental health than the teachers with the employment
period less than 6 years.

2. The male teachers had the local atmosphere in perception
better than the female teachers. The muslim teachers had the local
atmosphere in perception better than the Buddhist teachers. In
addition, the educational administrators had the local atmosphere in

perception better than the classroom teachers.



3. The teachers in Songkhal, Satoon, Yala, Pattani, and
Narathiwat had the mental health differently at the .05 level of
significance.

4., The teachers in Songkhla, Satun, Yala, Pattani, and
‘Narathiwat had the local atmosphere in perception differently at the
.01 level of significance.

5. The scores of the mental health and the local atmosphere
in perception of the teachers in five southern border provinces showed

positive correlation.
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