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He felt he had no physical existence at all right then; he was something he
hated, the badge of shame which he knew was attached to a black skin. It
was a shadowy region, a No Man's Land, the ground that separated the white
world from the black that he stood upon. He felt naked, transparent...

(Wright. 1940 : 508)
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He kicked the spilntered box out of the way and the flat black body of the
rat lay exposed, its two long yellow tusks showing distinctly. Bigger took a
shoe and pounded the rat's head, crushing it, cursing hysterically :

"You sonofabitch!"

(Wright. 1940 : 450)
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his life meant to enter fully into his consciousness, he would either kill himself or
someone else.” (Wright. 1940 : 453)
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Lﬁ@mmmﬂum'auﬁuémdq "Sometimes | feel like something awful's going to happen
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"Goddammit, look! We live here and they live there. We Black and they
White. They got things and we ain't. They do things and we can't. It's just like
living in jail. Half the time | feel like I'm on the outside of the world peeping in
through a knot-hole in the fence..."

‘Aw, ain't no use feeling that way about it. It don't help none."

(Wright. 1940 : 463)
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'l could fly a plane if | had a chance," Bigger said.
"if you wasn't black and if you had some money and if they'd let you go to
that aviation school, you could fly a plane,” Gus said.

For a moment Bigger contemplated all the "ifs" that Gus had mentioned. Then
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both boys broke into hard laughter, looking at each other through squinted eyes.

(Wright. 1940 : 460)
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They had the feeling that the robbing of Blum's would be a violation of
ultimate taboo; it would be a trespassing into territory where the full wrath of an
allien white world would be turned loose upon them; in short, it would be a
symbolic challenge of the white world's rule over them; a challenge which they

yearned to make, but were afraid to.

(Wright. 1940 : 457-458)
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own people, for they knew that white policemen never really searched diligently for
Negroes who committed crimes against other Negroes." (Wright. 1940 : 4567)
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And rich white people were not so hard on Negroes; it was the poor whites
who hated Negroes. They hated Nrgroes because they didn't have their share
of money. His mother always told him that rich white people liked Negroes
better than they did poor whites.

(Wright. 1940 : 476)
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He smelt food cooking and remembered that one could not smell food cooking
in Dalton's home, pots could not be heard ratling all over the house. Each person
lived in one room and had a little world of his own. He hated this room and all

people in it, including himself...

(Wright. 1940 : 541)
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It was familiar; he had seen things like that when he was a little boy sleeping
five in aroom. Many mornings he had awakened and watched his father and
mother. He turned away, thinking : five of'em sleeping in one room and here's
a great big empty building with just me in it.

(Wright. 1940 : 676)
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...He knew that empty flats were scarce in the Black Belt; whenever his mother
wanted to move she had to put in requested long months in advance...The rental
agencies had told him that there were not enough houses for Negroes to live in,
that the city was condemning houses in which Negroes lived as being too old

and too dangerous for habitation.

(Wright. 1940 : 677-678)
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He wished that he had the power to say what he had done without fear of
being arrested; he wished that he could be an idea in their minds; that his black
face and the image of his smothering Mary and cutting off her head and burning
her could hover before their eyes as a terrible picture of reality which they could
see and feel and yet not destroy.
(Wright. 1940 : 565)
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There was something he knew and something he felt something the world gave
him and something he himself had; something spread out in front of him and
something spread out in back; and never in all his life, with this black skin of
his, had the two worlds, thought and feeling, will and mind, aspiration and

satisfaction, been together; never had he felt a sense of wholeness.

(Wright. 1940 : 670)
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Almost all business in the black belt were owned by Jews, italians, and Greeks.
Most Negroes businesses were funeral parlors; white undertakers refused to
bother with dead black bodies. He came to a chain grocery store. Bread sold
here for five cents a loaf, but across the "line" where white folks lived, it sold for

four. And now, of all times, he could not cross that "line".

(Wright. 1940 : 679)
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To hint that he had committed a sex crime was to pronouce the death sentence;
it meant a wiping out of his life even before he was captured; it meant death
before death came, for the white men who read those words would at once kill
him in their hearts

(Wright. 1940 : 673)
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It was to save his pride that he had come. He did not want them to make sport
of him. If they had killed him that night when they were dragging him down the
steps, that would have been a deed born of their strength over him. But he felt
they had no right to sit and watch him, to use him for whatever they wanted.

(Wright. 1940 : 705)
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"Hello, Bigger," The girl said.
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Bigger swallowed. He looked at Mr. Dalton, then felt that he should not
have looked.

"Good evening, Mam."

The girl came close to him and stopped just opposite his chair.

'Bigger, do you belong to a union?" she asked.

"Now, Mary!" said Mr. Dalton, frowning.

"Well, Father, he should," the girl said, turning to him, then back to Bigger."
Do you?"

‘Mary..." said Mr. Dalton.

I'm just asking him a question, Father!

Bigger hesitated. He hated the girl then. Why did she have to do this when
he was trying to get a job?

(Wright. 1940 : 493)
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(Margolies. 1968 : 75)

Everything was all right, except that girl. She worried him. She might
cause him to lose his job if she kept talking about unions. She was a funny
girl, all right. Never in his life had he met anyone like her. She puzzled him. She
was rich, but she didn't act like she was rich. She acted like...Well, he didn't
know exactly what she did act like. In all of the white women he had met,
mostly on jobs and at relief stations, there was always a certain coldness and
reserve; they stood their distance and spoke to him from air. But this girl waded
right in and hit him between the eyes with her words and way.

(Wright. 1940 : 500)
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"I'm not going to the university," she said at last.
"But you can forget that. | want you to drive me to the Loop..."

. After all, I'm on your side."

Now, what did that mean? She was on his side. What side was he on?
Did she mean that she like colored people? Well, he had heard that about her
whole family. Was she really crazy? How much did her folks know of how she
acted? But if she were really crazy, why did Mr. Dalton let him drive her out?

(Wright. 1940 : 505)
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‘No, | want to work among Negroes. That's where people are needed. It
seems as though they've been pushed out of everything." ..."l want to
do something.'

Wright. 1940 : 5617)
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"... Oh, Bigger, I'm going to detroit at nine in the morning and | want you to
take my small trunk down to the station. Tell father and he'll let you make up
you time. You better come for the trunk at eight-thirty."

(Wright. 1940 : 516)
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‘Mary was drunk last night. | hope nothing's happened to her.’

"Oh, what a pity!’

"I went to her room just after she came in...She was too drunk to talk. She
was drunk. | tell you.l never thought she'd come home in that condition.’

(Wright. 1940 : 561)
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She leaned her head on his shoulder.

"You don't mind, do you?"

‘I don't mind."

"You know, for three hours you haven't said yes or no."

She doubled up with laughter. He tightened with hate. Again she was
looking inside of him and he did not like it. She sat up and dabbed at her eyes
with a handkerchief. He kept his eyes straight in front of him and swung the
car into the driveway and brought it to a stop. He got out and opened the door.

She did not move. Her eyes were closed.

(Wrigth. 1940 : 520)
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a v f} U -] [ or di di =l ar
anmAnIalie urazwudn e Wldliaauddyiugeresrudu] anmezieadn
- e ! | v |
ziliduindarasnulifiguAmehaciaasaia
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ARl RuiRusneda 1391l 1%uanlas nobody but God." Tneianizatinsdeniy

WHWEE "It'd kill your mammy." (Walker. 1982 : 1)
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NNITTA LA titties’, pussy” WAL "his thing’ Wenawszdnlns laifimanaddn
= 2% 1 o d” L= t . - >, . .
L‘Ilu‘milLﬂEILW?ﬁ:LﬁﬂgLmeﬂi‘zmwu FIALANI1 "First he put his thing up against my hip
and sort of wiggle it around. Then he grab hold my titties. Then he put his thing inside

my pussy.” (Walker. 1982 : 1)

dalndll 2/

e i fan I udief @ iiviannmezisasiaansaniubing wazwdiin &

fiusanaaslvmatntusall wadazllllsunquuaidaniaslaiauns

He was pulling in her arm. She say It too soon, Fonso, | ain't well. Finally
he leave her alone.

A week go by, he pulling on her arm again. She say Naw, | ain't gonna.

...He never had a kine word to say to me. Just say You gonna do what

you mammy wouldn't,

(Walker. 1982 : 1)

wrauganindnfinerlstuiugnaesss wasaLdn "God took it waNN
a 1 ~ v R 9 ] 9/ 928 dd‘d | ' ’nj/
1euIAUNINaUaNAINNAT I Resiauenda uisgn AvnFAnueaanilsieusiiu
LilsduaanuiZnseadngudusiTuainuf@neesgniwdedinaiu nasldinndiayms
= < 1 1 2/ ] :J/ v o % 1 o ar
ravsakazniiuwinglravhsesmunanfuliaddugluginewiadunts e
W Winszidiadn isaRndaniafa Wedlt (Fonso) Wuawegnituns wazwafifdnun
Tandunumiu waznisagfaiuneslanBouefleunisilufediningzwinan "He
took my other little baby, a boy this time. But | don't think he kil it. | think he sold it to
a man an his wife over Monticello." (Walker. 1982 : 4)
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| keep hoping he fine somebody to marry. | see him looking at my little
sister. She scared.
But | say I'll take care of you...with God help.

(Walker. 19382 : 4)

Nnasitaegnn gniia 3 au uaulading wavendnfaafmilewiunas
lauazisa Madusyy wdvendiniidn e erusulanisfaumnldedieidniasee
waziinfiacld lfavinaminaumenizeneamssiasgnannifiulil *l tell Nettie to
keep at her books. It be more then a notion taking care of children ain't even yourn. And
look what happen to Ma." (Walker. 1982 : b)
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| don't even look at mens. That the truth. [ look at women, tho,
cause |'m not scared of them.

Maybe cause my mama cuss me you think | kept mad at her. But
lain't. | feel sory for mama.

(Walker. 1982 : 6)
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Waddiuglaurasin Shug waindilulanzatsaesifiaiuaasey
agjmmmnﬁam?wﬁfﬂdﬁﬂ 144 "the most beautiful woman | ever saw.’ (Walker. 1982 :
~ , , o e
7) MRATENINLNADILERLAEIDN
i kifignunanefanlfusnisuasuiuauivessdanld Weslosiaanis
o ar =4 o 9 1 dl -:‘ll b M
RFLONIALTALNTISLER meuﬂuﬂm?(m‘l‘nmmm "] NUNHLLIAWLAT "She the oldest
anyway. She ought to marry first. She ain't fresh tho,... ." (Walker. 1982 : 9
'Luﬂuu WU LTAFRAINLNAR WAL M SR ISV AT NS N E% M Ut
s r-ws = o’z [BR ] 1 di =] A -
AALUTE (Albert) ATHUDILFDULLD LLVI’J’I‘IEJE]EJ'WHL’G%I‘]I@DG LWT'T:ZP]'J’]JJIﬂ?ﬁ‘V]Qﬂ‘Vﬂi‘WEI
b2 or =1 1 o % :il s R e A
WAZANEAIMTNTINGA FALNWHILLANIBANNUAUINVAINTIULALAADITN LBLIDTFIIRALINN
gy o Ao P o o o - - ~
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fufndudevsatnen adlfuguadnisfiinawaassadussin e s
wazinazisaieanasnaziliuatineinamen Mr.___ st "And then | think bout Shug
Avery. | know what he doing to me done to Shug Avery and may be she like it. | put
my arm around him." (Walker. 1982 : 13)

geflonelfidnllusles waRadsadugnatsausefialedidy (Oivia
ayfufvdeiniriueuifnuiiiulunssmneeainuangans he Reverend's wife

3R lannudngnaessedaiiiineg uas lsndingn i ifagiuwasls

| seen my baby girl. | knowed it was her. She look just like me and

my daddy. Like more us than us is ourself.

...} think she mine. My heart say she mine. But | don't know she mine.

If she mine, her name QOlivia.

(Walker. 1982 : 14)

@ eufiarr9ans I N R AT I8We W WU WASIARINIFAT TR 111
WafuNsIEn 1898 1gAMATas A g INLAZWEIIAYNN "GiTl you want that cloth

or not? We got other customers sides you." (Walker. 1982 : 15) LLﬂtﬁGﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁiﬂLﬁ@i"]q
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westefn fuilalennLitdvEAn

You need thread?

She say, Naw Suh.

He say, you can't sew thout thread. He pick up a spool and hold it against
the cloth. The look like it bout the right color. Don't you think.

She say, Yessuh

(Walker. 1982 : 1b)

=l 1 . @ ¥ oom ~ a 1 aal
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Who her daddy, | blurt out. It like at last somebody know.
She say Mr. But that ain't my daddy name.  Mr. ? | say. Who
he?

She look like | ast somthing none of my bidniss.

The Reverend Mr. , she say,... .
(Walker. 1982 : 16)
-dl 2 9/ o= =8 =] . =
AlaedniaaasAuaas Mr____ A9 1Ag (Kate) WA LAT (Carrie) IALMNNNN
Fonduazuantd Mr.___ Fagaludlfigde wiMr___ Lisulanduonudnau

atharadamnisgalmifaeniie aziulidn auimduaniidehildlalufFeueenssen
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Buy Celie some clothes. She say to Mr. .

She need clothes? he ast.
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Well look at her.
He look at me. It like he looking at the earth. It need somethin? his
eyes say.
(Walker. 1982 : 21)
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| think what color Shug Avery would wear. She like a queen to me so
| say to Kate, Somethin purple, maybe little red in it too. But us look an
look and no purple. Plenty red but she say. Naw, he won't want to pay for red.
Too happy lookin. We got choice of brown, maroon or navy blue. | say blue.
(Walker. 1982 : 21-22)
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wsuan iadsediudauasiauluinge fia Mr. giluanfiuay
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#1511 (Harpo) Teflugnidesimiasnanandl TeuueuiiRaqnind infanasin

You got to fight them, Celie, she say. | can't do it for you. You got to
fight them for yourself.

| don't say nothing. | think bout Nettie, dead. She fight, she run away.
What good it do? | don't fight, | stay where I'm told. But I'm alive.

(Walker. 1982 : 22)
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Harpo ast me, How come you stubborn? He don't ast How come you his
wife? Nobody ast that.

| say, Just born that way, | reckon.

He beat me like he beat the children. Cept he don't never hardly beat
them. He say, Celie, git me the belt. The children be outside the room
peeking through the cracks. It all | can do not to cry. | make myself wood.
| say to myself. Celie, you a tree. That's how come | know trees fear man.

(Walker. 1982 : 23)
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Mr._____ be gone all night Saturday, all night Sunday and most all day
Monday. Shug Avery in town for the week-end. He staggver in, throw himself
on the bed. He tired. He sad. He weak. He cry. Then he sleep the rest of
the day and all night.

(Walker. 1982 : 27)
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Everybody say how good | is to Mr.______ children. | be good to them.
But I don't feel nothing for them. Patting Harpo back not even like patting a
dog. It more like patting another piece of wood. Not a living tree, but a table, a
chiffrobe. Anyhow, they don't love me neither, no matter how good | is

(Walker. 1982 : 31)

dwiniraudnlaily (Sofie) TedlududanulananguiednWiriuenium
wawmeny wedlnds aauaniudadnanesdndl glluenmddn wiasbinanis

] ai (% =l 9L 1 di ar G O A -
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Harpo told me, Miss Celie, I'm going on strike.

On what?

[ ain't going to work.

And he don't. He come to the field, pull two ears of corn, lets the birds and
weevil eat two hundred. Us don't make nothing much this year.

But now Sofia coming, he always busy. He chop, he hammer, he plow.
He sing and whistle.

...She tell Harpo, Hold the baby, ... He take the baby, give it a kiss,

chuck it under the chin.'

(Walker. 1982 : 356-36)

| like Sofia, but she don't act like me at all. If she talking when Harpo
and Mr._____ come in the room, she keep right on. If they ast her where
something at, she say she don't know. Keep talking. ... | think bout
how every time | jump when Mr.____ call me, she look surprise. And like she
pity me.

(Walker. 1982 : 38)



55

wavenan U R nRswmzisedamindulnRefulaausf g1
Usngdn saaniiesfigntniefinguan
Beat her. | say."
Next time us see Harpo his face a mess of bruises. His lip cut. One
of his eyes shut like a fist. He walk stiff and say his teef ache.

(Walker. 1982 : 38)

Sk Mr____ndusntiusdaniudnmezdrdniiauns usfeasnelsdn
ﬁm,ﬂumumﬂummmqLﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ "She look so stylish it like the trees all round the
house draw themself up tall for a better look. Now | see she stumble, tween the two
men." (Walker. 1982 : 47)
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Come on in, | want to cry. To shout. Come on in. With God help, Celie
going to make you well. But | don't say nothing. It not my house. Also
| ain't been told nothing.
(Walker. 1982 : 47)
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| want her to do what | say, like you do for Pa.

Oh, Lord, | say.

When Pa tell you to do something, you do it, he say. When he say not
to, you don't. You don't do what he say, he beat you. Sometime beat me anyhow, I
say, whether | do what he say or not.

Mr.____ marry me to take care of his children. | marry him cause my
daddy made me. | don't love Mr. and he don't love me.

{Walker. 1982 : 66)
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She say my name again. She say this song I'm bout to sing is call
Miss Celie's song. Cause she scratched it out of my head when | was sick.

...First time somebody made something and name it after me.

(Walker. 1982 : 77
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He never ast me nothing bout myself. He clam on top of me and fuck
and fuck, even when my head bandaged. Nobody ever love me, | say.

She say, | love you, Miss Celie. And then she haul off and kiss me on
the mouth.

Um, she say, like she surpriée. | kiss her back, say, um, too. Us kiss
and kiss till  us can't hardly kiss no more. Then us touch each other.

| don't know nothing bout it, | say to Shug

(Walker. 1982 : 117-118)

\IAFANBARNSA (Grady)dflusdvesininezisalifiasnisuLiein i §

@ e 3 Adld e 1
g lFAunLil InsewiziananEandnin ‘mama’

| try my best to like Grady, even if he do wear red suspenders and
bow ties. Even if he do spend Shug's money like he made it himself.
Even if he do try to talk like somebody from the North. Memphis,
Tennessee ain't North, even | know that. But one thing | sure nuff
can't stand, the way he call Shug Mama.

{(Walker. 1932 : 119)
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Aullutih Winid@ausnuandn " love you, and | am not dead. And Olivia is fine and

so is your son. We are all coming home before the end of another year." (Walker. 1982

1 122)
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Everything bout Nettie she want to know.

[ talk so much my voice start to go. Why you want to know so much
bout Nettie? | ast.
Cause she the only one you ever love, she say, sides me.

(Walker. 1982 : 123)
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¥n91 "But how come he do it? | ast. He know Nettie mean everything in the world to
me." (Walker. 1982 : 124) UASEDEANLIAAVNNETNNAUBIIIMT lLraedadiinmn
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Everything that mean something to Albert go in his truck. He keep
it locked up tight, but shug can git the key.

...Us find a lot of shug's underclothes, some nasty picture postcards,
and way down under his tobacco, Nettie's letter. Bunches and bunches
of them. Some fat, some thin. Some open, some not.

. (Walker. 1982 :129)

viannasuanuinaesdiviinds yaandugnindeutiontesai
il walnredadifmunn wavandnan ‘How I'm gon keep from killing him, | say. ...Naw,
| think | feel better if | kill him, | say." (Walker. 1982 : 1560-151)
FiFauaR A LN DIAEa1RaN =LA N9 "Thou Shalt Not Kill." (Walker.
s al o’ 2 I3 ell =’§ ar ] W
1982 : 150) raRENTUMANdnLisees U lun sy wauentnid ‘Make

Albert let me sleep with you from now on, while you here, | say." (Walker. 1982 : 1561)



59

nﬂl 29 1 dl o % =l =4 ! = o ar o 6 :// '
nnlaginneslaauivinldisalignisaespunawszanegiuiudadfaiu T

1= 1

linaduviaseneaaeni iadyusuazanlann wadhlaudaiiisagnasdiuiumeny
wnfluedaatiues uiwileddulawdiindanuge atnddngnaassebildfive
P o | o P ¥ 4
AWALITLLERRENITIALIEN AN B EHUAAUNIELANNTZENT1 "My daddy lynch. My
mama crazy. All my little half-brothers and sisters no kin to me. My childlren not my sister
and brother. Pa not Pa. (Walker. 1982 :183)
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(Walker. 1982 : 184)
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...he give me a lynched daddy, a crazy mama, a low down dog of a step
pa and a sister | probably won't ever see again. Anyhow, | say, the God | been
praying and writing to is a man. And act just like all the other mens | know.
Trifling, forgitful and lowdown

(Walker. 1982 : 199)
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wilendnuazieaiiadmszidfAamuiinena "He big and old and tall and graybearded and
white." (Walker. 1982 : 201)
d‘ or dl . or  ar or &aoe | o  a
Wawanndulanasliwaila (Memphis) fudn wavendadifninganideas
a1l : "You a lowdown dog is what's wrong, | say. It's time to leave you and enter into
the Creation. And your dead body just the welcome mat | need. (Walker. 1982 : 207)
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Oh, Nettie, us have a house! A house big enough for us and our
children, for you husband and Shug.
Now you can come home cause you have a home to come to!

{(Walker. 1982 : 263)
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My body just any woman's body going through the changes of age. Nothing
special here for nobody to love. No honey colored curly hair, no cuteness. Nothing
young and fresh. My heart must be young and fresh though, it feel like it blooming

blood.

(Walker. 1982 : 266)
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And | don't believe you dead. How can you be dead if | still feel you? Maybe,
like God, you changed into something defferent that I'll have to speak to in a different
way, but you not dead to me Nettie.

(Walker. 1932 : 267)
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| say, Write.

She say, What?

| say, Write.

She say, Nothing but death can keep me from it.

She never write.

(Walker. 1982 : 19
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Don't let them run over you, Nettie say. You got to let them know who
got the upper hand.

They got it, | say.

But she keep on. You got to fight.

You got to fight.
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But | don't know how to fight. All | know how to do is to stay alive
(Walker. 1982 : 18)
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It is run by white people and they didn't say anything about caring about
African, but only about duty. There is already a white woman missionany not
far from our village who has lived in Africa for the past twenty years. ...The
man at the Society say she is successful because shedoesn't "coddle’ her,
charges. She also speaks their language. He is a whiteman who looks at us
as if we cannot possibly be as good with the Africans as this woman is.

My spirits sort of drooped after being at the Society. On every wall there
was a picture of a white man. ... Samuel looked a little sad too, but then
he perked up and reminded us that there is one big advantage we have. We
are not white. We are not Europeans. We are black like the Africans
themselves. And that we and the Africans will be warking for a common goal :
the uplift of black people everywhere

(Walker. 1982 : 142-143)
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Did | mention my first sight of the African coast? Something struck in me,
in my soul, Celig,like a large bell, and | just vibrated. Corrine and Samuel! felt the
same. And we kneeled down right on deck and gave thanks to God for letting us
see the land for which our mothers and fathers cried— and lived and died—to see
again.

(Walker. 1982 : 149)
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TadunfiannuadraadluuneduiumodWineniiu anfattadu nsmey
11 fIAR "Yes, a barbecue. They remind me of folks at home!" (Walker. 1982 : 156)
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They pick it and dry it and lay it so it overlaps to make the roof rainproof.
This part is women's work. Menfolks drive the stacks for the hut and sometimes
help build the walls with mud and rock from the streams. ...The men might hunt
up to ten miles around the village, but the stayed close to their huts and fields.

(Walker. 1982 : 166-157)
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TaauUN1 LaNWniiin "You are not much, she said. The missionary's drudge.’ (Walker.
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mumﬂgj 'l am something. ..., but | don't feel like a drudge." (Walker. 1982 : 162) L58
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| see her there in furs. Her face rouge. Her hair like somethin tail.
She grinning with her foot up on somebody motocar. Her eyes seroius
tho. Sad some.

...ohe be dress to kill, whirling and laughing.

(Walker. 1982 :7)
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....WWhat happen to the man | love? She quiet a little while. Then she say, | was
so surprise when | heard he was going to marry Annie Julia, she say. Too
surprise to be hurt. | didn't believe it...
(Walker. 1982 : 126)
| used to go round saying, | don't care who he married to, I'm gonna fuck
him.

(Walker. 1982 : 127)
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ffAnwAuadmgAinssnaasinneslilu The Struggle for Life in *Native Son"

Refusing to accept passively society's definition himself as a non-person,
Bigger fights for the right to be and for a reason for being. Discarded as human
garbage, Bigger rebels. His consequent actions become the justification for his
existence. He kills Mary Dalton because he is "scared and mad," reacting
instinctively in the manner he is forced to live his life.

(Ho Lung. 1991 : 0374)
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In Native Son, Bigger Thomas is disturbed by a constant fear that his evil deeds

will lead him to disaster some day. When he accidentally kills Mary Dalton he finally
finds freedom from this fear, for her mother, who stands before him as he commits
the murder, does not see him. He learns to see the most people as similarly blind,

afraid to see the evil in their lives.

(Reed. 1992 : 2817-A)
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For women writers in the nineteenth century, duplicity was the one royal road
1o artistic triumph, whether in England or America. As a consequence, the greatest
women writers are usually the most profoundly and excitingly duplicitous. Pride and
Prejudice, for example, depicts a society based on class and custom, vanity and

stupidity, asks us to respect it, and centers on the understanding that in order to

catch a desirable man one must not chase him. Like wise, The Mill on the Floss

connot permit itself to say that a heroine as passionate and intelligent as her author
deserves to survive or that the old fashoined country life over which George Eliot
expends so much nostalgia is essentially evil and its morality wicked. Yet where
does the novel's intense power come from, if not the unspaken pressure of
precisely these ideas within it?

(Ostriker. 1987 :41 ; 819898MN29T0UARA FoTCYNA. 25636 : 93)
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‘What is certain is that hitherto woman's possibilities have been suppressed and
lost to humanity, and that is high time she be permitted to take her chances in her
own interest and in the interest of all."

(Beauvoir. 1963 : 675 ; BIBINNAINITIUIR Fermacyna. 2636 : 97)
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The purpose of this thesis was to analyse a search for identity in Richard Wright's

Native Son and Alice Walker's The Color Purple with emphasis on two aspects — The conflicts
between ‘the White and the African-Americans, and the conflicts between the male and the
female characters in the novels.

The findings were : there were conflicts between the White and the African-Americans
in their chances in life, conditions of living, and education. The African-Americans had no rights
or justice in American society. The African-Americans tried to be accepted and wanted to have
equal chances in life. Some of the Whites tried to help the African-Americans but there was a
gap between them. The conflicts between the male and the female characters were based on
the sexist society. The males did not treat the females equally. Therefore, the female tried to

fight for equal status and their needs.
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