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Takraw, a game of Thailand, bad been playing since Ayudhaya
- Period (about 4-5 hundred years ago). At the begining, there is no
certain from of playing. The players just form a circle and kick the
ball up and try to keep it stay in the air as Iong' as possible
without dropping it on the ground. The idea of playing takraw at
that time was just for fun and relaxation.

Takraw played more important role in Rattanskosin Period,
especially for celebration in various occasions such as, Kathin,
Pha-Pa, Song Kran and Tet-Mahachart etc.

Since the period of king Rama VI, Takraw has been a popular
game. Takraw competition had been held in several types of festivals
through out the country. The form of playing had been developed to be
more enjoyable. There were ﬁany kinds to Takraw, for instance,_Takraw
Lord Buang, Net Takraw, Marathon Takraw and Sepaktakraw, Sepaktakraw
seems to be the most popular type of Takraw game among those in local
and international.

For education, Takraw game is a subject that has been included
in Primary School, High School and even in University’s curriculum.
It also has been taught in all Physical Education Teachér Training
Institutes. |
| At present, The Takraw Association of Thailand has been set
up, responsible for ehcouragement and support of Takraw game in
Thailand. The concerned organizations such as Asian Sepaktakraw
Federation and International Sepaktakraw Federation also have been

formed for Promotion and control it all over the world.



In the future, it’s likely that Takraw playing in Thailand
. would have only three kinds of it léft, such as Takraw Wong, Takraw
Lord Buang and Sepaktakraw. The ball is made of rattan stripes wasr
not as popular as it used to be. The Synthetic fiber ball . has
© become more famous amoﬁg players, so they turned to the ball with
synthetic fiber instead.
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