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The purpose of this study was to investigate into the conditions
of temple reading centres in terms of their comaittees’ administratien,
buildings and service space, equipment and furniture, books and other
printed materials,.fund-raiaing, servicing aspect, problems and obstacles,
Thé study aimed to compile opinions of committee members and users of

temple reading centres relating to the conditions of the reading centres

and their suggestions for improving them. The study alss made compilation

of problems and obstacles of the reading centres' conditions faced by

their committees and the guidelines for correcting them. The sample
' comprised 3 committee members and 65 users of 13 temple reading centres

in Samut Prakan province recruited by specific sampling. The tools

applied for compiling data are of multiple choices and blank inserting
types prepared into gurveying and interviewing forms. The statistical
analysis was carried out by using percentage and mean.

The findings revealed that in Samut Prakan province there were

4 temple reading centres which had their own buildings, while the other
9 centres shared the floor of some buildings. On the average, the
service space of any temﬁle reading centre exceeded 24 square metres,
The average existence of equipment and furniture_in‘each centre, ranging
from the large to small number of them, are chairs, book cabinets,

tables, stools, exhibition boards,.book shelves, newspaper stands,

. periodical shelves, and cabinéta for keeping newspapers respectively, ’

The average values of them were between 1,17 - 7.69 pieces. The aversage

number of books and other printed materials could be listed from the

large to small quantity as follows : the textbooks, periodicals, religious



books, novels, books for children, books of traditional and cultural
issues, vocational books, folders, and newspapers. The average values

of them were.between 2,44 - 140,38 vooks.

The administrative body of each temple reading centre consisted
of ?.36 members on the average, having the abbot as its chairman, Of
all the temple reading centres, 92.31 per cent give service to users
every day, but no one was allowed to borrow books for reaging elsewhere,
The .financial support for carrying out the reading centras was allotted
from the savings account of each temple concerned.

The problems andlobstacles faced by the temple reading centres
were the declining impetus of their comnittees' members, accounting for
77.50 percent, whose zeal gradually tapered off as time went by since
the establishment of the reading 6entres; most reading centres had
nobody to take care during service hours; scanty donated books were
available; and each reading centre was used by 8.69.persohs per day on
the average,

The reading centres' committees opined and requested that the
Non-Forma?, Edupation Department should have distributed some interesting

books to their reading centres every month; launched public relations

continuously to make people realize the impoftance of having reading

habit and urge some well-to-do ones to donate their used books for the

benefit of otherruralreadersi organized pre-gervice training coursge

for those who would be responsible for running new temple reading centres;
allotted regular budget for providing each reading centre with daily

newspapers. Besides, they required that some neighbouring factories



or companies should have offered financial supvort to enable the reeding
centre to buy books and newspapers. They also needed cloge cooperation

with the Village Development Committee, Provincial Non-Formal Education

Centres, committees of Sub-district Councils as well as concerned personnel

at the district level to digseminate beneficial information for the

general public to keep abreast with the changing news arnd information on

the regular basis, Apart from this requirement, the aupervisdry trip was

also needed to be conducted continuously,

The users of the temple reading centres suggested that the service

hours be arranged everyday; ample number of books be provided to meet

the needs of local people; revolving books from public libraries be

newspapers.
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