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Sarayouth Jantarangoon (2005). Private Music School: Aspect, Cost and Demands of
Music Teacher in Bangkok Metropolis. Master Thesis, M.Econ. (Economics of
Education). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor

Committee: Assist. Prof. Nathaga Tanskul, Ravipan Saleephon

Recently, many universities in the Bangkok metropolis area have developed new
music faculties. This development means an overall increase in the number of
musicians currently working in the Bangkok area. Many of these young musicians are
finding employment in the numerous private music schools. The research objectives for
this study were to describe the fundamental aspects of music schools in the greater
Bangkok area, their functional costs, and the demand for music instructors.

The data for this thesis was collected via questionnaires. The results are
outlined in three sections. The first section describes the fundamentat aspects of private
music schools, the second section outlines the functional costs of these music schools,
and the last seclion illustrates the demand for qualified music instructors in both quantity
and quality.

Data gathered from the questionnaires regarding percentage, mean and
stancard deviation was analyzed by using SPSS for Windows, version 10. The
information provided from the computer analysis was then separated according to three
size categories of the various music schools. These are categorized as small, mediurmn,
and large based on the number of students. The small sized schools have 1-99
students, the medium sized have 100-499 students, and the large sized have more than
500 students.

Findings from this study indicate that the typical hours of operation are from
10:00 - 20:00. There are no music schools that are closed on both Saturdays and
Sundays. Shightly more than half of the music schools involved in the study was
founded in the last four years. The number of staff members and instructors is often
proportional to the number of students in the school. Small sized schools often have
fewer staff members and no temporary instructors. Most of music schools rent their
faciiities and only half of all the music schools are controlled by only one owner. Most of
the medium and large sized music schoois established their own original curriculums.

Almost every school involved offers lessons on keyboard and piano.



The average operating costs for music schools in Bangkok ranges from around
30% —~ 35% of their total generated income. The mean expense for small sized schools
is 20,944 .44 baht per month, 122,697.18 baht per month for medium size schools, and
409,195.44 baht per month for large size schools.

The demand for instruction in the music schools is listed below in priority from
highest to lowest: piano, strings, voice, Thai music, guitar, Thai vocal style, and theory,
percussion, and woodwind lessons. School policies do not discriminate by sex when
hiring music instructors. Graduates with high marks are the preferred candidates for
employment. The institution attended by potential music instructors was not a factor in
the hiring decision. Schools wish to hire music instructors who have between 0 — 2
years of practical teaching experience. A bachelor degree in music education is required
for most schools and many prefer instructors who can perform and teach anywhere
from one to six different types of musical instruments.

25 percent of the small sized schools are operating without any staff. A person
with a knowledge of music may successfully own and operate a small music school by
themselves as they can function as both staff and instructor. Those people who wish to
begin a music school of their own and have no knowledge of music may be more
successful in operating a larger size school as they will need to rely on their hired staff
and instructors in order to maintain the business.

The results of this study found that, compared to the small and large sized
schools, the middle sized schools charged the highest fees for students, had the highest
operational costs, and their instructors worked longer hours. The recommendation of
this study is that those persons operating the middle sized schools make special effort
to control expenses and/cr expand their business in order to reach an economy of scale

point.
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