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The objectives of this thesis is to study the Thai
Government's rice policy during 1961 - 1986 especially the
production and trade policy of the government,‘the
implementation as well as the qutcome of such operation
under the said policy.

From the analytical study it was found that the
government's rice policy aimed at promoting the increase of
production through an improvement of production efficiency
by using modern techniques more thén through and expansiocn
of growing areas., But it turned out that the government's
policy to increase the production volume per rai failed to
succeed as being anticiﬁated. Production volume per rai of
Thail people only increased a little bit and still remained
low. The major increase in production still came from the
expansion of growing afea because the government had to
face with budget problems so the assistance to be provided
to farmers to raise the production efficiency was only
nominal. Besides, most farmers are poor, without their
own land nor capital. Also the paddy price was low and
the unpredictable nature led farmers to be reluctant in
raising their production efficiency. Thus the outcomé was
low production volumevper rai. As-for the trade pdlicy of
the government there were measures to control as well as

promote the export in order to retain _the stability of



domestic price of rice. Thé result of such empléyment of
export control measures of the government expecially the

Rice Premium, Rice Reserve and Export Quota was that the
farmers' paddy price was lower than expected, because such
trading mausures iﬁcrease export capital. Thus exporteré
passed over this responsibility -to the farmers by pushing
the purchasing price of paddy lower so that the fammers

could not get higher price for their rice even though .the
world market price might be high. Those behefitted from this
cutcome were therlocal consumers because they could buy rice
for-consummation at lower price than what it should be,
because the govermment did not want local price of rice to
rise up and affected upon the political stability of the
éovernment. Thﬁé the government}é rice trading.policy was
meant to stabilize the domestic price of rice more than to
raise the paddy price. Even though the government tried to
assist in raising the paddy price it did not help much because
the budget was limited. Most farmers still had to sell thier

paddy at a low price.
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