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the language, the imagery, or the concepts to describe my apprehensions."
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"Christmas Is a Sad Season For the Poor" (1949)
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she made about the sufferings of a lonely woman seemed so broad at first
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that he didn't know what to make of them ..." (Cheever. 1964 : 21)1uﬂgﬂtﬁa
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MTtye never dore this before.” She (Mrs. Flammegan) said later, when
he (Charlie) was arranging himself to leave. Her voice shook with feeling and
the thaught it lovely. He didn't doubt her truthfulness although he had heard
the words a hundred times ..." (Cheever., 1964 : 23)
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"His mmey was tied up in a Nassan hotel, on Chio pottery works and
detergent for window washing, and luck had been ruming against him. His
worries hurried him aut of bed ... then getting back in to bed, he thaght of
Mrs. Flammagan, plamning where they would next meet and what they would doJ"
(Cheever, 104 :23)
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"A new oconquest always had a wonderful effect on Charlie. He became

overnight generaus, understanding, inexhaustibly gooddumored, relaxed, kind to
cats, dogs, and strargers, expansive and camassiomate.”  (Cheever, 1904 : 24)
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"T will tell you when I see yau tonight. But please park yar car behind
and care in the back door. I donot want to give these old gossips here
anything to talk about., You must remamber that I have rnever dore this before.”
(Cheever, 1904 : 21)
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"Her diffidence, the feeling of deprivation in her point of view, pramised
to protect him fran any consequences ..." (Cheever, 1958 : 50)
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"when he put on his clothes again, an har or so later, she (Miss. Dent)
was weepirg.  He felt too contented and warm and sleepy to worry much about her
tear ..." (Cheever. 1968 : 51)
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"The rext day, he did what he felt was the only sensible thing. When she
was caut for Iunch, he called persamel and asked them to fire her.” (Cheever.
1968 : 51)
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Miind if T (Miss. Dent) called to show you the right way, you wouldn't heed
me. ! I'mbetter than you, I'm better that yau, and I shauldn't waste my
time or spoil my life lile this. Put your face in the dirt. Put your face in
the dirtl™ (Cheever. 1958 : 55)
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".. and Clamcy at first lodk at the temnts as if they were made of
sugar." (Cheever. 1978 : 118)
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"Clancy had discovered by then that his passergers were not made of sugar.
A1 of then were secured to the world inticately by friends and lovers, dog and
sorgbirds, debts, inheritances, trusts, and job ..." (Cheever. 1978 : 119)
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"Clarcy grinted., The yourg men (Bobbie) was not a yarg men, His hair was
caut shart and he ware a camary-yellow sweater and a padded coat but he was as
old as Mr. Rowantree, he was nearly as old as Clancy. All the qualities ard the
airs of youth, which a good man puts aside gladly when the time cames, had been
preserved cbscerely in him,  He had cope in his eyes to meke them shine and he
arelled of perfure, and Mr. Raan&eetod(msamtohelphmﬁm@lﬂqedoor
as if he were a pretty girl." (Cheever. 1978 : 122)
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"ALl the solicitude he had felt for M. BRowantree ... seamed like nmorey
lost in a terrible fraxd. He wes hurt and bitter. (Cheever. 1978 : 122)
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"The idea of Bobbie's being in the building was a painful e for him to
take, and he felt as if it contested his oun sinple view of life." (Cheever.
1978 : 122)
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"Would he (Farragut) walk down the street with his arm ararnd Jody's waist,
would he kiss Jody at the airpart, would he hald Jody's hand in the elevator,
and if he refrained fran ary of this wouldn't he be conforming to the cruel
edicts of a blasphamus society? (Cneever. 1977 : T7)
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"Sodam, he thaught, the city undeserving of clemency, the unredeemehble
place ... he felt a great despair for his kind. They had lost the warrants for
merey, there was no movament in the city arand him but taward self-destruction
and sin," (Cheever. 1978 : 124)
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e lodked forewrd to his retum with a mixture of apprehension and
loyalty, and with sare of the joy and delight of reclaiming a brother.”
(Cheever, 193 : 15)
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"Everyone went to the beach tut Tifty (Lawrence) and Ruth (Lawrence's
wife). "I dn't mind him (Lawrence) ' Mother said. She was excited, and she
tipped her glass ard spilled same gin into the sand. "I dn'tmind him., It
doesn't matter to me how rude and horried and gloany he is, ut wat I can't
bear are the faces of his wretched little diildren. These fabulaasly whapoy
little children.,” With the height of the cliff between us, everyone talked
wrathfully about [awrence, about haw he had growm worse instead of better, how
unlike the rest o us he was, hov he endavared to spoil every pleasure.”
(Cheever. 1953 : 17)
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LLa:n’li’J"Ia&’lmla "We drank our gin; the abuse seemed to reach a crescendo,
and then, one by one, we went swimming in the solid green water.But when
we come out no one mentioned Lawrence unkindly; the line  of abusive
conversation had been cut, as if swimming had the cleaning force claimed
for baptism." (Cheever. 1953 : 17) %qﬁﬁnﬂﬁpnaufﬁnﬂuquﬂqﬁu UREHNTORUAIWY
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"With his mouth set, my brother lodked tome like a Ruritan cleric
saretimes, when I try to understand his frame of mind, I think of the begimings
of ar fanily in this cantry, and his disapproval of Diama and her lovers
raminded me of this. The branch of the Pameroys to which we belang was famnded
by a minister ... The tamper of ar fanily charged sanewhat and became more
lighthearted, hut when I was of schoal age, I can ramember a cousimage of old
men and waren who seemed to hark back to the dark days of the ministry and to be
an:imabed&by perpetual quilt and the deification of the scourge." (Cheever.
1953 : 18-19)
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"Care aut of this gloamness. Care aut of it. It's only a sumer day.
You're spoiling your o good time and you're spoiling everyone else's. We need
a vacation Tifty. T rneed torest. We all do. And you're making everything
tense and unpleasant. I only have two weeks in a year., TEwo weeks, I need to
have a good time and so do all the others. We need to rest. You think that
your pessimigm is an advantage, btut it's nothing tut an wwillingress to grasp
realities." What are the realities?” He (Lawrence) said. "Diama is a foalish
and a pramscucus waen.  So is Odette (Chaddy's wife). Mother is an aledholic.
If she doesn't discipline herself she'll be in a hospital in a year or two.
(haddy is disharest. He always has been.  The house is going to fall into the
sea." He looked at me and added, as an after thought, "au're a foal ..."™
(Cheever. 1963 & 23-24)
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™n Grencble," she (Ethel) said, "I wrote a lorg peper on Charles Stuart
in French., A professor at the University of Chicago wwoteme a letter. I
cauldn't read a French newspaper without a dictiomary today, I don't have the
time to follow any newspaper, and I am ashamed of ny incompetence, ashamed of
theway I Jook. (h, I guess I love you. I do love the children, tut I love
myself. I love my life, it has sare value and sare promise for me and
Trencher's  roses make me feel that I'm loosing this, that I'm loosing my self-
respect., Do you know what I mean, do you understand wat I mean?" "No," I
said "No."™  (Cheever. 1953 : W3)
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"Mrs. Wrightson has asked everyore in Shaddy Hill to her aniversary party
ut us,” she (Julia) said.

"T'm sarry, Julia."

"To you know Wy they didn't invite us?™

IWH .

"Because you insulted Mrs. Wrightson."

Julia walked in front of the sofa with a small step that expressed, Francis
knaw, a feelirg of anger." (Cheever. 1978 : 339-340)
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"T did insult Mrs. Wrighton, Julia, and I mean to. I've never liked her
parties, and I'm glad she's dropped us." (Cheever. 1978 : 3H0)
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MDam you, Francis Weed!" Julia cried, and the spit of her words struck
him in the face. "I have worked hard far the social position we enjoy in  this
place, and I won't stand by and see you wreck it. You must have understood when
you settled here that you couldn't expect to live here like a bear in a cave,™
(Creever. 1978 : 340)
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"Moses has to go aut in the world and prove himself, Gnh!  It's hard for
me o sy this, Leander, tut I think its's right. He hasn't raised a finger all
sumer except to indiddge himself, And all the men of aur family went cut into
the world when they were yourg; all the Wapdwts. I've thaught it over and I
think he'1l want to go. BRut I'm afraid he'll be hamesick. Ch, I was hamesick
in Spain, Leander. I'll never forget it."

™oses is a good boy," Leander said. "He'll do well anywhere,” He
straightened up, thinking proudly of his son. -"Wat did you (Hoora) have  in
mjnd‘?"

"I thought he might go same place like New York or Washington, same place
strarge and distant.”

"hat's a bully idea, Honora is that what all the trauble's been about?
(Creever. 157 : &-83)
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"then he (Cash) came hame after a bad day at the office and fard that
Louise, for sare good reason, had not started supper, he would be ugly. ",
for (urist sake!™ He would say, and go into the kitchen and heat up sare
frozen food.  He drank sare vhiskey to relax himself during his ordeal, htut it
never seamed to relax him, and he usually burmed the bottan cut of a pen, and
when they sat down for supper, the dining space would be full of smwke. It was

only a question of time before they were plirged into a bitter quarrel.”
(Cheever. 1358 @ 12)
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god i luFa s uuie sy "Louise would run up the stairs, throw her-
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self onto the bed and sob" (Cheever. 1958 : 12)luinzfuAarnasyi1aundive wiay

AT RUL IR "Cash would grab the whiskey bottle and dose himself."

{Cheever. 1958 : 12)
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"hose roW, inspite of the vigor with which Cash and Louise entered into
them, were the sarce of a great deal of pain for both of them."  (Cheever.
1968 : 12)
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"Cash wauld sleep downstairs on the sofa, hut sleep never repaired the

damage, ace the trauble had begn, and if they met in the moming, they would
be at one another's throats in a second.™  (Cheever. 1968 : 12)
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mMtye got to find him ... I've sinply got to find him. I'll never forgive

myself; I won't be able to sleep. He's all I have to remind me of hare."
e can't have a child ... You won't have ore ntil the war's over."™

(Cheever. 1943 : 49)
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"In tusiness, Cash had suffered reverses and disappointments, and the
Bentleys had mary mrey worries.  They were always late with their tax payments
and their mortgage payment, and the drawer of the hall table was stuffed with
upaid bills, it was always touch and go with the Bentleys and the bank."
(Cneever. 1968 : 12)
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891 tseldmnsouiiazdeantiouduls "Now and then she would speak in
her sleep... "I can't afford veal cutlets.”" (Cheever. 1958 : 12)
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Axdng L duAsnTnldnmny "They belonged to the country club, although they

could not afford it..." (Cheever. 1958 : 12)
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much a part of our 1lives that I am sometimes reminded of expatriates.."
(Cheever. 1953 : 137)
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"I was tired that night and worried about taxes and bills, and I cauld
think of Trencher's declaration only as a camical pis J (Cheever, 19653 ¢
139)
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"Also, at about that time I made a mistake in tusiness and lost several
thousand Dollars for the firm I work for. There was ot much dance of 1y
losing my job, but possibility was always at the back of my mind, and under the
contiruaus  urgency of making more money the mamory of the eccentric doctor was
buried." (Cheever. 1953 : 1U0)
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"But the green of the links seamed faded in the light of his business
worries,  His money tied up in Nassan hotel, o Chio pottery works, and a
detergent for window washing, and luck had been runing against him, His

worries hurried him up aut of bed ... Then, getting back into bed, he thought
uashamedly of Mrs. Flammagan ..." (Cheever. 1964 : 23)
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"aiting for her in the restaurant for their farth meeting, he hoped that
se wasn't going to ask for jewelry, because his reserves of cash were law."
(Cheever. 164 : 32)
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Mell, if it's so depressing, why do you listen to it? I bought this
damed radio to give sare pleasure," he said, "I paid a great deal of money
for it. I thought it might make yau happy. I wanted to meke yau happy.™
(Cheever., : 187)
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"™Don't, don't, don't, don't quarrel with me," she moared, and laid her
head on his shoulder. "All the others have been quarreling all day. Everybody
have been quarreling. They all worried about money ..." (Cheever. 1963 : 187-
188)
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MYelre got to start cutting down," Jim said, "we've got to think of the
children. To be perfectly frank with you, I worry about money a great deal.
I'm rnot at all sure of the future ... I've worked awfully hard to give you and
the children a canfortable life," he said bitterly. "I don't like to see all of
ny erergies, all of my youth, wasted in fur coats and radios and slipcovers ..."
((heever. 1953 : 189)
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the truth would make her cry..." (Cheever. 1958 : 92) ﬂiﬁlﬂﬂ;iﬁﬁﬂ1ﬂ3ﬁuz
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trodbles. What was the meaning of love™ (Cheever. 1953 : 46)
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"He said, "cook's here, so you won't be alone."" (Cheever. 1958 : 45) ¥
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Amy asked.'" (Cheever. 1958 : 45)
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"e (Ay) went to the bar, took an open gin bottle, and emptied it into
the pantry sink., She was rearly crying when she encantered her mother in the

living roam, and told her that her father was taking the coock (Rosamary) back to
the station.” (Cheever. 198 : 39)
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"he (Amy) perceived vaguely the pitiful carruption of the adilt world; how
crude and frail it was, like a piece of wan burlap, patched with stupidities
and mistakes, useless and ugly, and yet they never saw its worthlessness, and
Wy you pointed it aut to them. They were indigrent." (Cheever. 1968 : 41)

]
s

ﬁwﬂﬁLaﬁﬁﬂﬁuﬂawﬁaanqwnﬁquﬂuﬂgﬂ "She covered her head with a pillow
and realized miserably that she would have to go away." (Cheever. 1958 : 41)
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in his stride. e race ended with cheers and presently the party would break
up.”  (Cheever. 1958 : 11)
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little vitality into the conversation, shall we?" He (Gee Gee) sprang on to the
center of the table and began to sing a dirty song and dance a jig. Dressed

were ruined.  The effect of this cutrageaus perfomance was to empty the dining
roan of everyore." (Cheever. 1961 : 364)
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AMERICAN LIFE STYLE : UPPER MIDDLE CLASS - REFLECTED
FROM JOHN CHEEVER'S WORKS

An Abstract
By
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April 1988



The purpose of this study is to examine the life style and the
way of 1life within the American upper middle class as reflected by
John Cheever in his literary works which the researcher had taken from
24 short stories and 2 novels.

The study has found that John Cheever had presented both the
life style and the way of life of the American upper middle class
depicting problems giving rise to frustration which results in
decadence 1in sex morals, insecurity within the family, financial
worries and alcoholism. Cheever had traced how problems arise and how
people solve the problems.
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