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The Purpose of this study was to survey opinions and needs of
the rural women in Changwat Roi-Et concerning vocational training in
the nonformal education process.

The population for this research were rural women in Roi-Et
with ages from 14 to 50, who had gone through vocational training
programs organized in various occasions In the year 1989 by six different
government agencies. They consisted of 7,059 women, residing in
different parts of the province. The multi-stage sampling technique
was applied in sample selection., Three hundred and eighty subjects
were selected for the study. About 70.79 per cent of the sample were
married, while the remaining 29.2]1 per cent were single. The majority
of them, 39.47 per cent, was between 36-50 years of age, while the
rest was under this age level, As far as educational background was
concerned, 69,21 per cent of the subjects finished Prathom Suksa 4
compulsory education, 26.58 per cent finished Prathom Suksa 6 or 7 while
only small percentage possessed education qualification out of this
range. With reference to their occupation, 96.58 per cent were peasants,
while only small percentage worked in plantation, trade and other
employment. For their income, 40 per cent of the sample earned from
5,000 to 10,000 Baht per year on the average while the remaining
subjects earned slightly higher than this range. In regard to their
personal skills, 39.04 per cent were capable of weaving Thai silk;
the others were skillful in sewing, handicraft and "Maw-Lam" - s
local performance, while only 20.32 per cent claimed to be without any

vocational skills,



The structured interview technique was employed in data collection.
The researcher himself travelled to local villages and conducted the
interviews with the assistance of the local volunteer teachers of the
Nonformal Education Department. Descriptive statistics which included
frequency distribution, percentage, mean and ranking were utilized in
data analyses.

The findings were as follows:-

1. Vocational Training and Women Participation.

1.1 It was indicated that an increasing number of rural
women participated in vocational training. In addition, more government
agencles organized vocational training in various occasions.

1.2 The vocational training was organized for the rural
women in the following areas: dress-making, weaving, silk worm raising
and weaving Thai silk, respectively.

1.3 Most of the training lasted for 15-30 days and most
of the sessions were in the mornings.

1.4 The experts who served as resource persons at the
training sessions were mostly, 52.93 per cent, invited by the organizing
agencies while 47.07 per cent of them were employees of the organizing
agenclies who served as resource persons at the workshops.

1.5 About 63.93 per cent of the sample received some forms
of supervision while the remaining 36,07 per cent did not.

1.6 Most of the participants reported that they attended the
training sessions because they were mostly convinced, by the organizing
agencies, neighbours, family members and villeags headmen village

respectively.



1.7 For the application of the newly-learned skills, most
of the participants, 57.87 per cent, indicated that they applied their
newly acquired skills in daily life, and increased production capacity,
increased their incomee and served as a foundation for further training,
respectively.

1.8 The subjects indicated the training sessions were
appropriate in the following aspects: usefulness of the training
sessions, provision of resource persons, the way the resource persons
conducted the training sessions, and the duration of the training
sessions,

2. Opinions and Needs of Rural Women on Vocational Training.

2,1 The vocational training programs mostly needed by the
rural women in this province included weaving cloths in traditiomal
patterns and designs, dress-making and silk worm raising.

2.2 The period of time convenient for them to attend was
after harvesting seascons, which lasted from February to May. It was
preferred that each session would last from 3 to 10 days and the
sessions should be held in the mornings.

2.3 The cost of the training should be paid only once and
should cover the materials required for the training.

2.4 If vocational training would take place, the rural
women preferred a clagss-room-type setting to be held in the village
with resource persons conducting the training. The second type of

training they would prefer was to have an expert coming into the



village for orientation with brief lecture demonstration plus a field
trip.

2.5 The resource person they needed most was an expert in
; specified area, the officers of related government agencies and any
experienced persons in a particular discipline, reqpectively.

2.6 The type of advice, supervision and inspection they
required were: vocational guidance, educational guidance, assistance
in forming a local group for production and sales of specific items.

2.7 Their needs for attending the training sessions were
to increase their incomes, to lmprove their skills, and to serve as
a foundation for further training, respectively.

é.S Other needs included: provision by the government in
some forms of financial assistance, short-term loans, assistance in
selling their products, and guidance from the government agencies which

would help them find employment.
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