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The present study was desipgned to investigate the nature of
moral development of Thail preschool children in Bangkok, This study
was based on Piaget's and Kohlberg's theories of moral development,
There were four research objectives. Farst, i1t was aimed at d&scovering
the stage of moral Judgment and moral reasoning of the Thai preschoolers.
Secondly, 1t was aimed at discovering the relatfionshnps between two
types of child-rearing practices (love - oriented and reasoning ~
oriented) and moral development of the children. Thirdly, the aim was
to comparc moral development of the children who came from different
gocio - economic groups, and finally to compare child - rezring practices
of mothers in relation to different socio - economic factors.

The sample consisted of 83 kindergarten children in Bangkok
whose age ranged from 4 to 6 years, from thc middle and lower socio -
economic families, and their mothers. The assessments of moral reasonan
and moral judgment consisted of colored - pictured moral stories as
stimulr and pictures representing answer - choices. The test of
consequence - motive of behavior ain Piaget's tradition consisted of four
pairs of gtories which were controlled for order and memory effects,.
Six stories depicting good and bad behaviors together with four -
response choices were used to assess the earlier levels of moral
reasoning 1n Kohlberg's theory. The love -~ oriented and reasoning -
oriented practices were assessed by interviewang the mothers of these
children.

The results relating to Piaget's theory showed that the Thaa

preschoolers were in both the high and the low levels of moral Judgment



with equal number. However, there were differences on thas trait
among the following: the group whose mothers had higher education,
urban - children group, working - mother group, the group whose
mothers reported high love - oriented and high reasoning -~ oriented
practices, employed significantly hagher score of moral jJudgment than
their counterparts. PFurthermore, reasoning ~ oriented practice was
found to be positively related to the score of moral judgment of Zhesec
children. On the other hand the role of love ~ oriented practice on
moral judgment was found to be less important in this study.

The data relating to Kohlberg's theory were of two types: farat
response data and second - response data. The analyses of the first -
response data showed that, these preschoolers were predominantly in the
first stage of moral reasoning. The six ~ year olds were significantly
higher in moral reasoning than the faive - or four - year olds.
Furthermore, at was found that the older the mothers, the higher the‘
score of moral reasoning of their children. Contrary to our expectation
the higher the reasoning - orientcd the mothers reported to practice,
the lower the score of moral reasoning was found in their daughters in
this sample.,

The second responses of the preschoolers were found to be
predominantly in the second stage of moral reasoning. The children of
older and nonworking mothers showed hzgher score of moral reasoning
than thear counterparts. However, the love - oriented, and reasoning -
oriented practices were found to be negatively related to the second -

N

response in some groups of children such as the children from lower



gocio -~ economic families, children of younger and working mothers.

It should be reported that the scores relating to the two
theories were not significantly corrclated. However, the two types
of child - rearing practices wepre positively related. Farthermore,
the children whose mothers had higher education, older, and came from
h}gher socioeconomic ~ class, the mothers with four — year old children
and the mothers of the youngest children in the family reported higher
love - oriented and reasoning — oriented practices than thear
counierparts.

This field study 18 able to identify the characteristices of the
preschoolers who were slow in their moral development, so that the
authorities could give them more atiention. In addition this situdy has
suggested the approach for maternal intervention in the groups whose
children were less morally developed, and who had employed inappropriate

child - rearaing practices.
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