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Merchant to Siam in 1821,"

Journal of the Siam Society.

"The Unofficial Mission of John Morgan :
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1. ronevsdusu (Primary Sources)

1.1 tﬁnﬁﬁsiuﬁﬁﬂghiﬁﬁﬂﬁi

*
vomynuvernfi, noe wuf 7/n sewvwinndunted 1 e.w. 1194

iwof 1 omvuaniwndunted 1 o.m. 1148

wofl 2 sanprwusndenasfl 1 s.er. 1148

weufl 2 nnuuﬁgtwqjvnﬁaﬂ 1 9.m., 11623

!

wedl 2/e  sewmvruwwadunasfl 1 9.er, 1184

wnetl 7 nnmuﬁutqu%n5aﬂ 1 'uﬁﬂ,ﬂ.

Lﬂﬂd el/e eanuﬂu'mq_ﬁm'mﬁ' 2 9., 1173

inefl o innu1miﬁq1%hﬁgﬁ 2 .M. 11723

roufl 18 qnﬂgﬂnsgqiﬁnﬂnﬁ 2 w.A, 1175

invdl 2 sawuwawadunaef 2 w.K. 1176

I-lid 4  Saaune I»'H'rtf.fl".lﬂ# 2 k?fﬂ'.”l.’l'(a o
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This thesis is an attemnt to find new neolitico-administrative,
economic and social ideas of the earlv Rattanakosin nerxiod (B.E,
2325=-2394). The studvy shows that there were such new lines of
thinking developed during this time,

In the politico-administrative arca, it arrears thac the kines
of the early Rattanakosin period downnlayed the Devaraia cult—the
underlying political ideology of most Ayutthavan kings--and caritalized
the concept of Buddharaja. This shift of emphasis stermed primarily
from the fact that many practices mertaininag to the tenets of Devaraja
ware often contradictorv to the norms of Buddhism which most Thail
upheld. The kincs of early Rattanakosin linked themselves with Buddha
or Bodhisatava, claiming themselves to e the urholders of d;arma,
preservers of peace, and saviors who lead the icnorant mass out of
the suffering cycle of life to niravana, thus legistimizains themsalves
according to the concept of Buddharaja. To imnmlant the concent of
Buddharaja among the nopulace, these ezrly Rattanakosin kinos used
the sangha, the statutes, and relicious literature as their vehicies.
Consequently, Buddhist norms were used as guide lines fox wurlv
Rattanakosin statutes, and Buddhist ceremonies were emphasized and
orchastrated.

On economic svhere, much fund was exnended to build un the
power base of the Chakri dvnasty. A cood deal more was used to
{imance the construction of the naw canital, Bangkok. 7To cope with

such large expenditures, the government broaden ity scope of foreign



trade to capture more income. As coods colacting as taxes in kind
from the vopulace were insufficient in ruantitv to meet the increasing
cdemands, the government purchased the desired wmerchandise form its
subjects——a practice naver before used bv the ~overnment— and rescld
them to foreign merchants. To facilitate forei'n tradg even further,
the goverrment Iified its monopoly on trade. Consequently a free
market economy was enliven. Changes in the items of troade from forest
rroduce to secondarv products were also apparent. As a result of free
trzde, money circulated more actively in the market than before, and
vrivated businesses prospered.

On social aspect, this study finds that the kinvs of early
Rattanakosin not only used statutes as a tool for brinvinc law and
order to the society, thev also exploited Buddhist wreceris for this
rurpose.  All the old and unjust requlations of the avutthava era
ware done away with, while the new and just ones were imnlemented.

For example, reoculations for the conscrintion of corvee was adjusted

co make it more eguitable to everyone concerned ; recuirerents for
corvee were reduced ; nractices that impeded upward social mobility
were abolished. The climax of social development that took place
during this pericd came when hired labor was substituted for corvee.
The use of hired labor severely undermined the traditional bureaucratic

relationship between nai and phrai and new socic-econcmic relationship

between employer and employee arose. Thus, the non-burcaucratic



patron-client relatioship between these two groups of people became a
new phenomemon in Thai society.

All these changes—new politico-administrative, economic and
social dimensions-—Were the prelude to modernization that took place

in the mid-nineteenth century.
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