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Mural Paintings at Matchimavas Temple in Songkhla province
were painted in BE. 2406(1863 AD) corresponding to the reign of
king RAMA the Fourth. These mural paintings have much historical
importance and values. As it not only reflects the Thai society
during the reign of king Rama the fourth but it depicts the under
standing of the pecople's way of life in its' natural form during
that time.

The Method used by the writer in determining this research
paper is by the intersive studys in to series of books writer about
the mural paintings of Matchimavas temple incorporated with the insight
into written documents recorded during king RAMA the fourth's feigh
regarding the Thai society during that period. From these information
the writer has rearranged them into new groupings and orders.

The photograph for this research were taken by Asistant
Professor Sone Simatrang and Professor Sompong SangAramroungrod of
the Applied Art Studies Department Decorative Arts Faculty, Silapakorn
University Bangkok.

Consequently, the photographs were analyzed in conjunction
with the information collected from the following sources Royal
chronicles, historical annals, Royal writings, Royal decrees,
writen accounts by king RAMA the fourth, documents recorded by the
Royal Secretaries Thais and westerness and lastly books and other
recearch papers done on the subject.

The study of the mural paintings of Matchimavas in Songkhla
revealed that eventhough the paintings were done in Songkhla in the
Southern part of Thailand, the majorities of the paintings Protrays
the environmental conditions of the people in the capital city,

Bangkok The paintings consisted of the Royal Palace, housing estates,



developments people, animals and argricultural products. The mural
paintings also reflects the 3 different groups of people in the
society, which consists of the governing group, the Monarch, the
Royal Family and Nobilities. The Second group was the peasants,
which consists of servants and slaves., And lastly the special

groups which are the westerners, the chinese, monks and missionavies.
The paintings allow us to understand the different institutions in
the sociely, which can be characterized as follows, the governing
system, the economy of the country, the family unit, the educational
system, religion, customs, traditions, rituals, believes and many
other information. But, the most note worthy were the problems of
the society, Poverty, illnesses, and slavery. The paintings also
assisted us in understanding the society during the period. Tt
proved that during the reign of King RAMA the fourh Thailand was an
argricultural country. The society as a whole was very complex in
its organization, even with extensive western influences, the people
in that era still maintained their cultural heritage. The painting
not only will it have just ortistic values but it will allow others
to benefit from it as well, whether in terms of history, anthropology,
sociology and ecology, all will be able to make studies from it.

The difficulties that the researcher had to confront started
right from the start when the researcher had to take the photographs
of the paintings. Not only did it only required the highest of
technigves and experiences of the photographers, but it demanded
intensive study and understanding between the photographers and the
researcher to ensure that the pictures taken correspanded to the
writer work. The writer must have some knowledge in drawing,

architecture, anthopology and also sociolotogy, otherwise the writer



will not be able to lay down the theory and foundation of the study.
Due to the time constraint incorporated with the vast infor
mation available, the research was unable to go deep into details
in some area of the study, However, the reseacher believes that
the information gathered in this research is sufficient for other
interested students to be able to use as reference or continue
futher development of this study to veally understand the Thai

cultural heritage,
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