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Nobphamard Sritalaharuthai. (2007). The Condition and the Musicologial Role of Karen Tribe
People at Pa Noi Pu Villege, Tambon U-su, Amphur Ta Song Yang, Tak Province.
Master Thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School. Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Assist.Prof. Dr. Chalermpon Ngamsutti, Associate

Professor Dr. Manop Visuthipat.

The purpose of this qualitative research is to study cultural music of the Karen Tribe at Pa
Noi Pu Villege, Tambon Mae U-su, Amphur Ta Song Yang, Tak Province. The objectives of the
research are to study condition and role of cultural music and to study elements of music and
songs in Karen Tribe at Pa Noi Pu Villege, Tambon Mae U-su, Amphur Ta Song Yang, Tak Province.

The result of the study found that the Karen Tribe whom we called “Sa Kaw” or “Pa Ga Ga
Yaw” is always settled on the hill and foothills. Their costume was used as tradition costumes. The
occupations are separated 3 groups; there are string instruments (Te Na), percussion instruments
(Ka Poe) and wind instruments (Da Bor and Jeng Ji). In addition to, it could perform in the special
ritual ceremony, entertaining purpose and music for performing art.

Song in Karen music is divided into 2 groups which are instruments music and vocal music.
Those are lullaby song, the song answer back and forth between male and female, marriage
ceremony and funeral ceremony. Furthermore, the study also discover that the Karen Tribe music
consist of 11 pieces. Those forms are monophonic texture and separated into 2 categories; they
are melody in term of requirement and response and the melody in the descriptive role. There are
four modes or scales; three pitches, four pitches and seven pitches. Ranges of the pitches in these
songs are 4, 6 and 9 steps of pitches. In general, the tempo is J = 95 . In addition the imitation
was found in melody and text in some song.

At present, the traditional Karen music at Pa Noi Pu Villege, Tambon Mae U-su, Amphur Ta
Song Yang, Tak Province is still remains in their modern lives. Even though the present situation
and globalization have affected to their lives and the way of living, the people in the village have

their efficiency role to conserve their cultural musicology and transfer generation to generation.
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