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READING AND WRITING ABILITIES OF TEACHER TRAINING STUDENTS MAJORING

IN ENGLISH IN UNIVERSITIES AND TEACHERS' COLIEGES

AN ABSTRACT

BY

URAI  CHALAEM

Pregented in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the Magter of Education degree
et Srinakharinwirot University
October 1979



The purpose of this study was to compare reading and writing
gbilities of teacher training students majoring in English in universities
and teachers! colleges, and to study the correlation between their <
reading and writing abllitie87; The sample of thais study consisted of
81 students from Silapakorn Unaversity, OSrinakharinwirot University
and Pranakorn Teachers' College in 1978 academic year, A reading test
was given to evaluate 4 skills : the ability to understand main ideas,
the ability to conclude events, the ability to recognize details, and
the ability to extrapoclate consequent evenis., A writing test was
divided into 4 parts : grammar, style, organization and writing
mechanics, The data was computed by means of the F -~ test, g -~ statistic,
t - test and correlation (r).

The results were :

1. The difference between reading and writing abilities
was statistically significant at .0l level. The reading and writing
abilities of the students at Silapakorn and Srinakharinwirot Universities
were higher than those at Pranakorn Teachers! College.

2. The correlation between their reading and writing abilities
was significant at .05 level.

3. Their level of reading and writing abilities was average.

(T - score = 45 = 55).
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WRITING ABILITY

PART I

ldentafy the one underlined word or phrase whaich would not be

accepted 1n formal written Englash,

1.

Printing and televasion are certainly 11kely 1n that both are

costly lo the producer of the communlcatlon and relatively cheap to
the receiver,

In the organization of industrial life the influence of the factory
A
upon the physiological and mental state, of the workers has been
B ¢ C
completely neglecting,
D

S0 much 1s certain : that we would have doctors and preachers,
A B
lawyers end defendants, marriage and bairths but our spirit outlook
C D

would be different.

With mother earning and s older children draw substantial wageg,
B
father a1s seldom the domanant fagure that he stall was at the
¢ D
begimnang of the century.

*

In those days wandered minstrels were welcome everywhere; they were
X 5 RN ’

not fighting men, and their harp was their possport.

The Victoraans, realize +that the greatest happiness accorded to man
A B
1s that provided by a happy marriage, endeavoured to pretend that

C b
all their marriage were happy.
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9.

12,

13,

55

Although the sum he received was much more than he had expected,
A B

fifty dollars were sufficient to buy a new bicycle for himself.
C D

K

He remembers actually to go into the post office yesterday, but he
A

can't remember havaing posted the letters he had been asked to

B C D
post,
I consider you were most extravagant in buying a coat that 1s far
A B C
more expensive than you can really afford,
D

Without the use of ecomomics we would find 1t very difficult to
A

assessing whach choice of economic asction would be the best

to_take. o
D
The old astrologers, who had less instruments with which to observe
A B
the sun and the stars, believed that the stars influenced the lives
C D

of men on earth,

Ske 1s one of those persons whose accept whatever may happen and
A B

never ubtter a word of COTElalnt.
C D

High school and coliege students today are often pushed so much 1n
A

the dircction of specizlization that little tame 1s left for the
B c

further development of the basic reading skills initiating an
’ D
earlier year.

She had a feeling of real success at the 51ght}of the windows which
A B
had polished until they shone like jewels,
C D




15.7

16.

17,

18‘

19.

22,

23.

2he

If you wish to change a word to a phrase, black them out wath
A B c

heavy lines and write your own version above 1t,
D

Harry Truman complained that the Presadent did not have enough
A B
power real to get things done,
C D

The social studies, broadly speaking, deal with man's relationship
A B C
to other man.
'D

When the result of the lottery was announcing a few days later,
A B C

Henry was extremely happy.

I once helped a young fellow neme George Brown convact some of the
A B C

nation's worst rascals,

D
Neither Peter nor I was able to recall when Sally had last spoke to
A B C
us 1n so frmendly a manner,

b

Plants of these type grow best in places wherc there 1s a great deal
A B c D

of shade.

So far, in our study of English words we have devoted our attention

A B c

mainly in mouns and verbs,
D

When the cook told her everything i1s ready, she went into the
A B

women's room and began to pull the big bell,
C D

My father 1s _enthusiastic about fresh air, sunshine, and to take
A B C D

long walks,



25.

26,

27,

28.
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There have been little snow 1n Arctic areas for a long time because
AT B
the atmosphere camnot get ruch moisture from the frozen ocean,
C D

I never feel badly 1f, after trying hard, I farl to wain a prize;
A B c

the effort gives me satisfaction.

William and myself and some men from the other umt spent the
A B
afternoon cleamng the barracks as the sergeant had ordered.
C D

Av present in the Umted States, most people work only forty hours

a week, In addition, most worlong people have two weeks of
B C
vacation every year. Recreation and enteriainment have, therefore,

became a very important part of their lives. -
D

One of the differences between the sexes are that men laoke their
A B

misic loud and women do not,
C P

Let me gave you two of the consequences, one of whaich I would guess
A B

w1ll shock you, while angther may perhaps surprise you more
C

favorably.
D

PART

31,

1T

Choose the item which best completes the sentence.

Before writing a ook, «c.eossene
a, the first thang 1s to consider what to say.
b. you must farst ponder what to say.

c. 1t's extremely necessary that you lknow what to say.

d. you must first ponder what to say and what not to say carefully.



32. On plenes that are in flight of mealtime, ...e......
a, they serve meals without charge.
b, passengers have their meals wathout charge.
¢, meals are served without charge.

d, passengers order their meals without charge.

33. Up to thas time, .e..u... .
‘a, the work has not been done.
b. we had not finished the work,
¢, we diadn't receive any letter from him,

d, nothing was done,

34, Bach wan leaped, ran and ...... .
a, they dasappeared one by one.
b, their voices are no longer heard.
¢, disappeared one by one,

.

d. had disappeared.

35. Volunteers made the dangerous journey after dark but ..........
a. no wolves were encountered,
b. encountered no wolves,

c. Wolves were not encountered.

d., did not encounter no wvolves.



36. Having been provedgualty an the basketball scandal, ve.eeveos.
a, the snow and ice was cleared off by Mr, Howell and his son,
b, the team was promptly expelled by the university authorities.,

c. the stadium was empty.

d. accumiiation of snow and ace being cleared up.

37. It 1s true that c.icvevn.ns
a, he needs a teacher who cannot read,
b. he cannot read and he needs a teacher,
c., he neads a teacher and he cannot read.

d. he who cannot read, needs a teacher,

38, Whatever you do,eceeeesos .
a. trying not cheat in examnations or written work.
b. not try to cheat in examnations or written work,
¢. do not try te cheat in examnations or wratten work.

d. try not cheating in examnations or wratbtlen work.

39. The fact 1s that we sometimes paid too little attention..........
a. bto protecting our health,
b. that we neglected ocur health.
¢. So our health 1s spoiled,

d. to neglect ocur health,



40, There will always remain some citizens ....... cew
a. wthhKWlll support 1t.
b. whoever will accept the idea,
¢c. who just don't vote,
d. that ideas he accepted.

41, Dick was an excellent Franch teacher ......... .
a. an cutstanding orator, also,.
b. and excellent lecturer.

/ c. and he could teach mathematacs, too.

d, and an excellenl golf player.,

years ago you will find a far greater variety of subjects s.cvcevee

a.
b.
Ce

d.

appealing to a greater variety of tastes,
have a greater variety of tastes.
a greater variety of tastes to be had.

to a greater variety of tastes appealang,

43. The fll’l&l C}’lapter OB e 80 e ol

a.
D,

C.

Lt emplies that the hero died a martyr's death.
they imply that the hero died & martyr's death.
implyang that the hero died a martyr®s death.

amplies that the hero died a martyr's death,

© 42, Comparing the press of today with that of a lmndred or even fifty



44e When I arrived at my destination, ..........

8. 1t was so dark that I could hardly see.
b, we were beginmng to eat our supper. -
/
¢, we found that 1t was a terrible place for us to stay.

de I decided going to stay there for a short period of time.

45, Martin 1s both wealthy and ...........
a. 15 well known in the country. ,
b. .who 1s well known in the country.
¢, well lmown in the country.

d. has a wide reputation in the country.

46, To protect woolen clothes from MOthS, ...eessoeo
a, care mist be taken in storing the ciothes.
b. careful storage of the clothes i1s necessary.
¢. ‘the clothes should be stored very carefully.

d. one should store the clothes wvery carefully.,

47. Being honest and hurible, said the old man to has grandson,
a. no one in the world will o.. end you.
b. 1s mach better than being reckless and iupolite.
¢e I do not thank that you will be offended,

de 50 this 1s the best lesson for us to learn.



48,

49.

50.

51.

You will never succeed in getting at the truth 1f you think you

know, ahead of time, ....ceveaus

&
b.
Ca

d,

where 1s the truth.
the truth before you will see 1t.
what the truth should be,

vhat truth will lakely turn out.
\

Suffering from chills and shock, ...ceoeeoe

d.

the captain gave Hayden the last few drops of brandy.

Hayden was given the last few drops of brandy by the captazn,

The last drops of brandy were given to Hayden by the captain.

the last drops of brandy were given to the captain.

The taxa that John tock from the station was new and luxuriocus

and
a.
b.
C.

d.

sae spran o0

which was equipped with a slide-top roof,

had equipped wath a new slide-top roof.

1t has been equipped with & slide-top roof.

was equipped,with a slide-top roof,

But far more meamingful to us than 1mitation sieeeeecsess

a,
b,

Ce

are discipline and self -~ criticism,

15 self-criticasm and discapline,

comes self - cribticism and discipline,

we should emphasize discipline and self - craticism.
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52. Condemned by the court ........., the robber faced death,
a., and denied a new trial,
b, and was denied by a new traal.
¢. but denied a new trial,

d. and since he was denired a new tial.

53. Before I criticize this rule, eeescececs
a. I mist pay tribute to 2ts enduring importance.
b, tribute to i1ts enduring importance is to be made.
¢, musi take tribute to the enduring importance.

d. 1ts enduring importance should be regarded traibute,

PART 11T

Choose the correct punctuation mark to complete each sentence.,

(*N" means no punctuation)

)
54+ My father wall ... I am sure, let me have the car tomight.

ae , b,

c. N d. 3

55, You will probably have to answer the following question .....
How long have you been unemployed ? Why did you leave your last

position ?

o



56.

57

58.

59.

64

Holaday traffic has always been a menace to safety ..... for
instance, or one Fourth of July weekend, four hundred persons were
kalled an traffic accidents,

a, =~ b, ¢

c. N de ;

Mrs, Ilampton ..... frightened by the thunder locked herself in a

closet,
a, b, @
Ca I\I ’do ot

"What a game that was ......" exclaimed the coach as he entered

the lockerroom,
2. | b, ?

c. [ ] d-' ]

Long fellow wrote the Poem, seeeee.ocors

a, The Arrow and the Song b. The Arrow and the Song'

c. "“The arrow and the song® d. YThe Arrow £nd The Song"



PART IV

Arrange the followanz sentences in their;pgrrect order.

€0. A. One, for instance, consisted of rods of various lengths and
thacknesses which would stand ug on end like ninepains,
B, Some deviges were quite simple.
C, An earthquake comes like a thief an the maght; wathout warning.
D, It was necessary, therefore, to anvent instruments that neither
slumbered nor slept. )

a., C A B D b, B A D C

c. C D B A 4, B D C A

61l. A, Interrupting a lecture to request an explanation 1s out of

the question, ,

B, The lectures are given in huge suditoriums and may be attended
by as many as five hundred students; just finding a seat can
be a problem,

C. Talang a course in elementary science in a large umversaity
can be a very trying experience,

D, Such courses are ususlly tavght by groups of staff members
wnstead of by andivadual professors.

a, C B D A b, B € D A

c. B A C D de C D B A



Many areas have been quite impossible to lave in because: of \
the deadly disease,
It 15, rather, because besides being one of the great kllers,
1t weakens and keeps whole populations poor,
Malaraa has been called "the world's most expensive disease.'
Thais 1s not because of the cost of eradication, tremendous
though that must be,
a. A B D C b, A D B C

c. C D B A d, C B D A

If you want to use a piece of land as a temmis court, you
cannot also use 1t to grow vegetables; 2f you spend two hours
sleepang, you cannot use that same time for doing anything
else.
This 25 only putting in another way the fact that you cannot
use the same resources to produce two seperate thangs at %he
same time.
Thus we have to choose which of the many possible uses to whach
we can put our time or our materials, knowing that the cost is
the meny choices that we must gaive up for the one that we select.
There 15 a saying that "Tou can't have your cake and eat 2t.*
a. D B A C b. A B C D

ce D A C B d. A C B D
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A,

The tea contractor was a very brave men,
He noticed a slight movement on the edge of the jungle, so he
stopped to watch for a moment; to his astonishment a large
tigress appeared and come towards Mr., Chin,
One day a tea contractor, Mr. Chin, was working on an estate
in the Cameron Highlands with his wife and daughter,
He told his wife and daughter to run towards a nearby road,
wnile he stopped to fight the tigress with a knife.

a, C A B D b, A C D B

¢c. C B D A d., CB A D

The gentle method rcquires more patience in early stages, but
produces a cheerful, good-tempered elephant who will gave many
years of loyal service,

The former method simply consists of setting an elephant to
work and beating him until he does what is expected of him,
The main techmigues have been used for t;alnlng elephants,
which we may call respectively the tough and the gentle.

Apart from any moral considerations this 1s a stuprd method

of trainiang, for it produces a resentful ammal vho at a later
stages may well turn man-killer,

a, A B D C b, C B D A

c, A D C B d. C A B D

L i



Readang Abality

In this section of the test, you will be given a series of

paragraphs to read, each paragraph being followed by several guestions

about the meaning of vhat you have just read. You are to choose the

one best snswer, marked &, B, C, or D to sach question,

A man was arrested in Tokyo whilst engaged in housebrealing.
ile was clad in his underwear, socks and gloves. When the police came
to take haim away he asked 1f he could pick up his suat shairt, tie and
shoes from under a nearby wall. He explained that he always stripped
to carry out & robbery so he thus could keep his clothes ¢clean and

himgelf inconspicucus.

1. Which title best expresses the main adea of the paragraph 7
a., A Well-dressed Thief
b, A Funny Arrest
c. An Embarrassed Burglar

d. 4n Umsual Robbery

2, Before breaking into a house, the man always....... soes
a, wore only his underwear,
b, took his clothes off,

' ¢, hid hais clothes secretly.

d. put his clothes beside a wall.



3. The peragraph shows that the man very mch Iiked 0 seeeeces o
a, hide his clothes beside a wall,
b, break into houses during the day.

¢, rob 1n umusual clothes.

d., dress hamself neatly,

4e What do you think happened next ?
a, The policeman allowed the man to put on his clothes.
b. The man could escape from the police.
c. The man in his underwear was taken to the police stataon

immediately,

d., The man took his clothes with ham to the police station.

A photographer took a picture of a man waterskiing on a lake and

1t famished up in the hands of Playboy magazine which used 1t in a
major publiecity campaign across America with the caption "The Playboy
reader-his lust 1s for life,” The man, a father of four, 1s suing for
% 750,000 because the magazine didn't ask his permission, because he
doesn't read Flayboy, and because "that way of life includes permssive

habits* with which he doesn't agree,

5., Which title swmats the paragraph ?
a. 4An Unfortunate Photographer
b. Unwelcome Publicity
¢. The Unsuccessful Magazine

d. A Remarksble Father
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6. The man was greatly displeased with the ..e..cve.es
a. magazine edxtor,
b, vphotograph and the caﬁtlon.
¢. photographer.

d. major publicaily campaign,

7. What do you think the edator probably not do 1.f he loses the case ?
a., He wall ask the man's pardon,
b, He will be frned at the court.
c. He will pay the man a lot of money.

d. He will fire the photographer,

8. The magazine editor learned that .......000
a, h€ shouldn't anterfere any person’,s business,
b, 1t 1s easy to pay & large sum of money.
¢, he shouldn't trust anybody.

d. he should be more careful in his work.

9. Uhat kand of person 1s the man ?
a. He 1s full of lustis ?
b, He 15 mischievous.
c, He is very daffacult to deal with,

d. He as very straict and straight. .
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Recently, I paid a neighborly call on the new people whose land
ad301n; our woodland property. When I gave the woman my token of welcome,
a jar of homemade jelly, she read the label, 'Poached Wild Grape
Jelly," How nice ! I've never heard of 1t before. How do you make 1t?!

Well," I replied, the secret 1s in the grapes. Most of them

come from your side of the wall,”

10, Which tatle suits the paragraph ?
a. The Stolen Grapes.,
b, The Special Jelly,
c. 4 Friendly Welcome,

d. 4 Friendly Neighbor.

11, The wrater got the grapes from ..........
a2, her woodland property,
b. an orchardman,
¢e her neighbor's land.

d. her neighbor's wall,

12, What kand of persen i1s the writer ?

a., humorous and sly.

b, daligent and honest.

¢. nice and bold.

d. amicable and humorous.
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13, What do you th;nk the writer's neighbor will do 7
a. She will get angry waith the wrater,
b, She will accuse tne writer for stealing her grapes.,
¢. She will turn her back to the wrater.

de She will laugh.

Walt Disney seldom surveyed his ammetors' work while they were
creating., He understood the fragile nature of the creative process,
and he wouldn't intrude. But there was nothing to stop ham after the
anamator had left for the day. Walt's nighttime vasits to the offices
became legendary, and amimators often left their best work on the
drawing table overnight, anticipating that Walt would iuspect a1t. But
sometimes they arrived in the morning to find crumpled sheets of paper
rescued from wastebaskets and panned on a story board with the
notation i1n the unmstakable Disney script : "Quat throwing the good

stuff away.'

14. Realizing the procedure of creative work, valt DiSney .e.eoeesacese

a. 1interfered very lattle.

b. made polate suggestions.
ce pinned notations on the board.

d. surveyed the work at mght.

15, Before returnming home, the ammators..........
a. crumpled their bad work in the wastebaskets,

b, examned the work carefully,
c. paid close attention to the notation on the storyboard.

d. éxposed their finest drawings on the table.

! ~
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16, This paragraph shows us that Walt Disney was .........
a, quite intruding.
b, quite considerate.

c. rather scrupulous.

d. too critical,

17. The amimators couldn't work well 1f ..........
a., the boss critically watched them working.
b, they had to work during the night,
c. the boss pard them a vasat.

ds the boss put a notation on the board.

18. What title smats the paragraph ?

a, A Naght Vasat.
b, A MNice Boss.
¢y An Unexpected Guest.

@. Creative Animators,

It 1s not possible to depend entirely upon what each nation says
of 1ts own habits of thought angd action, Writers in every nation have
tried to give an account of themselves. But 1t 1s not easy, The
lenses through which any nation looks at Ilife are not the ones another
nation uses, It 1s hard to be conscious of the eyes through whach one
looks. Any country takes them for granted, and the tricks of focusing
and of perspective which give to any people 1ts national view of lafe

seem to that people the god-gaiven arrangement of the landscape. In any

o~



matter of spectacles, we do not expect nations to analyze their own
outlook upon the world, When we want to know about spectacles, we
train an oculist and expect ham to be able to write out the formula
for any lenses we oring hi.n, Some day no doubt we shall recognize
that it 18 the job of the social scaentaist to do thas for the naticas

of the contemporary world,

19, The sentence below which best expresses the main 1dea of the
paragraph i1s ¢
a., Writers can portray good detaals of thexrr people and nations,
b. A nation has 1ts own outlock about life,
c. The social scientist should judge the formmla of lzfe.

d. People of any nation are satisfied with their land.

20, In thas paragraph, the aulhor compares a nation viewing the world
TO svoscaves
a, people perspectang their own land.
b, the social scientist anai&21ng the life on the world,
c. an oculist formlating any lenses.

d, the man lookang through glasses.

\

21, Any country always looks at and trusts things through its ........
8, e€eyas,
b, lenses.
c. spectacles,

d . people »
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22, The author 8ls0 COMPETES tesoeocsos .
a, a nation to the world,
b. the landscape to the people,

¢, the lenses to the spectacles,

4, a social scientist to an oculaist,

23, From the paragraph, we would guess thet the author thrusts the
observations of the ...... ..
a, oculists,
b. leader of the country.
¢, experts,

d. people,

What characterizes almost all Hollywood pictures is thear
inner emtiness. This 18 compensated for by an outer impressiveness.
Such impressiveness usually takes the form of a truly grandiose realism,
Nothing 1s spared to make the setting, the costumes, all of the
characterization, and the absurdities and trivaalities of the plots.
The houses look like houses; the streets look llkedstreets; the people
look and talk lake people; but they are empty of hmmanity, credibilaty,
and motivation. Needless to say, the disgraceful consorship code 1s
an important factor wn predetermining the content of these pictures,
But the code does not dasturb the profits, nor the entertainment value
of the filmsy 1t merely helps to prevent them from bewing credaible,

It 1sn't too heavy a burden for the industry to vear. In addition to

the 1mpressiveness of the settings, there i1s &2 use of the camera which
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at times seems magical, But of what human import 1s all this skall,
all this effort, all thas energy in the production of effects; when

the story the representatave of liafe 1s hollow, stupid, banal, childish ?

24+ Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of
the paragraph ?
a. The censorship code mkes Hollywood films aincredible,
b, Hollywood films are impressive.
ces Hollywood films are not realistic,

de Eollywood films are completely incredable,

25, Why, according to the author, do Hollywood films seeﬁbextremely
realistic ?
a. Their characterization and plots are reasonable.
b. The magical use of the camera is very effective,
¢s The censorship code helps the Hollywood films be realistic.

d. The surface details are realistic,

26, What effect does the censorship code have on Hollywood film ?
a, 1t makes the story and the plots incredible.
b, It increases their profits and the entertainment value.
c. It prevents their emptiness.

de It helps the falms be more interesting.
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27, What point does the author pot try to express ?
a. Hollywood films do not represent real life,
b. Hollywood films try to mask thear inner emtiness with an
outer impreasiveness,

¢, HRealaism makes the Hollywood films impressave.

d. The censorship code influences the Hollywood films,

28, According to the autlhor, good f1lms nust...eceesevs
a, have impressive settings, costumes and actors,
b. be far away from emptiness.
¢. have believable characterization and plots,

d. be full of entertainment:value, and make a lot of money,
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