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Ratchanon Yimrayub. (2017). Study of Mon Instrument ; Case Study “HAKUM-HAPERN-HANUK”
at the Mon Cultural Centre Wong-Ga Village, Nong-Lu Sub-District, Sangkhlaburi District,
Kanjanaburi. Master Thesis. M.F.A. (Fine Arts : Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

This research was based on the theory of Ethnomusicology. The researcher studied the subject
from a variety of references. The field data was both participatory and non-participatory. The purposes of
this study wereto 1) study the history and musical performances of HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK and to
2) study the relationship between the HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK drum to melody and folk dance.

The results of this study found the following 1.) HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK is a drum made
of animal skin stretched over both sides of the drum circle. Its sound supports the rhythm of the
melody and also the rhythm of folk dance. Based on Mon historical records, it was found that a drum
stretched with leather was used during the celebration of King Praya Tala who was the Mon’s King. It
became evident that the drum was the musical instrument with Mon culture for a long historical
period. HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK is a set of drums including (1) HA-PERN-HA-NUK, the
largest drum in the set, (2) POON-SEP, the second largest drum from HA-PERN-HA-NUK and larger
than POON-PON, and (3) POON-PON,is the smallest drum in the set. There are four drums
altogether. The position of the largest drum is on the left hand side of soloist and the position of the
second largest drum is next to the largest one on the right hand side of soloist, followed by the third
and the fourth largest drum respectively. HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK was designed to be played by
striking them directly with their hands in order to create various tones. The soloist has to remember
the rhythm pattern to produce the melody. This has been handed down in Mon culture from
generation to generation by oral tradition; 2.) There are eight patterns of sounds in the song, all of
which were played in Mon musical culture. The rhythm pattern of HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK also
affects folk dancers. They have to listen to the rhythmic of HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK as it
indicates to the folk dancer in the sequence of dance posture. HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK soloist
has to remember the melody of the song and which part of the song is played. This is to ensure that
the rhythmic pattern of the HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK is distinctly relevant to the dancing
posture. LI-SA-JERD in the Mon language means a basic folk dance. It refers to a feature of HA-
KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK with a basic folk dance and without musical rhythm. The Mon music

player used this pattern to basically practice HA-KUM-HA-PERN-HA-NUK.
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