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The main objective of this thesis is to make a comparative study
of the four versions of the Vessantara Jataka as composed by pocts 1in

the north, northeast, central, and south of Thailand

It 1s found that the metrical pattern of the three versions from
the central, north and northesst falls into the form of rai. However,
the phrasing of the central version tends to be longer than that of
other versions So far as riming in concerned, it 1s not as extensive
in the northeastern version as ir the northern version, where both
inner and outer rames abound. At the same time the northern phrasing
is rather short, in such a wny that 13 similer to that of the central
version. On the other hand, the metrical pattern of the southern
version belongs to the Kavya form, consisting of yam, shabang, and

Suranganang, blus soeme of the malinee type of shanda.

Considering the vocabulary, it 1s found that the central poets
prefer sophisticated words as derived from Pali and Sanskrit. Expressions
are exceptionally refined. Hewever, the other versions use more of
the local dialects; expressions are not as polished. Nevertheless,

they can communicate directly to the common people.

So far as the characters in the high register are concerned,
those 1n the central and the southern versions are more 1deal:zed
The local colours can be seen 1n the Jujaga kanda in which the
characters are common people., However, in the northern and northeastern
versions, the characters are very much down-to-earth. Even the King
and the Queen behave like commoners. In studying closely the verious
characters, one c¢An get a very good picture of the urban »nd peasant
society of the past. One striking poant 1s that the character of
Prince Chalie i1n the central version behaves and speaks somewhat in
a h=yshful manner toward the courtiers, showing more of himself as
an authoritetive figure. However, Prince Chalie in the other versions
acts Just like an ordinary child, who tends to seek mercy from the
elder. 4And this 15 more 1n accord with the Thai rural society, 1n

which children pay high respect to the elderly people.
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The imagery in descriptive passages concerning nature reflects
a great deal of the central poet and i1magination; whereas the
descriptions of the ather poets are more realistic. This mey be
explained from the fact that they live within the aciual envaironment
of wild woods and forests, while the southern poet alse prefers to

describe especially the sea-1i1fe 1images,

Didacticism and proverbial phrases show themselves more in the
central version. Comparatively, they apphear in lesser and lesser
degrees in the northern, northeastern, and southern versions.
Nevertheless, they emphasize the same kind of values. Yet 1t 1s
straking that philosophical speculations are most frequent 1n the
southern version. One custom, havang to do with separating burial
ground from the temple, 1s the characteraistic of the North and
Northeast, but the Central prefers to have burial ground within the
temple. Descriptions of the architecture, painting, and sculpture
are vivid in the Madsi kanda of the north and northeastern versions,
but there 1s none of them in the other versions. UMoreover, the baisi
custom 1n the Maharaja kanda 1s more extensive than in the other

versions.

Considering the characteristics of the society, 2t 13 evident
from the central and southern versions that their society belongs to
the urban type, where one 15 not particularly interested in one's
neighbors. On the contrary, thc north and northeastern versions
reflect more of the rural society, in which people are very much
concerned with one another. Whenever there 1s a2 working actavity,
people will come to help. This is witnessed in the Maharaja kanda,

in which there 1s described in detaxrl a funeral for Jujok.

-

All in all, the four versions of the Vessantara Jataka from the
various perts of Thailand reflect common inspirations, customs =nd
values of the people. Their similarities help to promote sympathy
and understanding among them, thus bridging whatever gap that might
exist in their geographical areas. This should provide them with a

sense of unity and a feeling for togetherness among these Tha: peopile.
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