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This study was about nonformal education services for prisoners, taking
the Prachuap Khiri Khan Provincial Prison as a case study. The purposes were :
(1) to survey educational services provided, (2) to examine educational background
of the prisoners, and (3) to survey the prisoner’s opinion about the services.

The results of the study were :

1. Nonformal education services provided were in 4 types : (1) Classroom
General Education, organized in primary, lower secondary, and upper secondary
level; (2) Vocational Training, cooperating with government and private
organizations providing training in various fields; (3) Moral and Ethic Programs for
new commers, for general services, for individual cases, and before releasing cases;
and (4) other services, such as library, recreational activities, sports and games, in-
home broadcasting and television.

2. Prisoners’ educaitonal background. At 31 January, 1996, there were
717 prisoners with 627 males (87.48%) and 90 females (12.55%). Highest number
of age range were 21-30 (39.75%) and 31-40 (33.05%) years (76.01%) of the
prisoners were local dwellers, 97.63% were Thai Buddhist and 56.62% were single.
Popular cases of conviction were property offensive, amphetamines, drugs, live
offensive and sex offensive. For their educational background: 36.13% had a
4-year primary education, 34.95% had 6-year primary education, 12.85% had
secondary education, while, 5.44% had no school educaiton. Only 19.38% had
ever participated nonformal education services before, as village development
training, general eduction program and vocational training.

3. Prisoner’s opinions on educational services. A sample of 239 prisoners
(24.48%) were interviewed.

3.1 General education : 178 prisoners (74.48%) did not participated
because : on waiting of finalized penalty, did not want to, not in a good health,
finished higher level, and had other assignment. There were only 69 prisoners
‘(25.52%) attended the program, 31 in primary education, 33 in lower secondary
and 7 in upper secondary education. Their gaining were : having more
knowledge, being literated, and getting certificate. The problems were : short of
time, equipment and classroom space, and health problem. Their suggestions

were : providing more learning time and facilities.



3.2 Vocational Training. 79.92% of the samples did not participate
the program with many reasons as having assigned work, attending general
education class, being not applied, and having health problem. 20.05% of them
attended the training as dress making, carpenty, haircutting, electrician, building
paint, music, mason, tile-layer, welding, building, and bric klaying. They all agreed
of being used as a career later. The problems were: short of time, equipment, and
training space. Their suggessions were: providing more tool and equipment,
having wide range of career and improving training space.

3.3 Moral and Ethic Programs. This was compulsary to all the
prisoners. The benefit gained were : to learn more about religious teaching, to
have mind practice, and to gain some ideas for life. The suggestions were : to
organize programs by famous monks and resource persons, to provide facilities,
and to assess the prisoners’ needs.

4. Other Eductional Activities.
4.1 Library Service. The provision was in male section only. 45.19%

of the sample never used the library because they had to do labour work, whereas
54.81% used. The benefit were : being relaxed, gaining knowledge, and fulfilling
spare time. The problems were : too few books, short-time of service, and too
small space. The suggestions were : to supply more books, appropriate reading

space, and longer servicing time.
4.2 Sports and games. 82.43% never participated, because short of

equipment, health problem, no place, dislike, and have to work. 17.57% of the
sample participated in the activities such as takraw, table-tennis, football, and

badminton.
4.3 In-House Broadcasting Services. 95.40% of the sample showed

interesting to the services. The benefit gained were : having information, more
relax, and knowing present movement. The problems were : servicing time was

too short, not clear and no continuity.
4.4 Television Services. 90.80% viewed TV programs. the

suggestions were : to provide more time, to supply more TV set, and to supply

VTR players.
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