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Jarun Kanchanapradit. {2004) : A study of the Karen music at Kongmong-Ta village, Laivo
sub-district, Sangklaburi district, Kanchanaburi province. Master thesis, M.A.
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisors

Commettee : Assoc,Prof.Kanchana intarasunanunt, Asst.Prof.Dr.Chalermpal Ngamsuitti.

This research is an attempt to study the musical and cultural characteristics of Karen ethnic
groups through the field work method at Kongmong-Ta village, Laivo sub-district, Sangklaburi
district. Kanchanaburi province from December 2002 to March 2004 .The majority of Karen people
in these areas as well as in the study areas belong to Plow sub-groups

The objectives of this study are as follow :

1. To study the musical characteristics of Karen at Kongmong-Ta village, Laivo

sub-district, Sangklaburi district, Kanchanaburi province.

2. Tostudy the connection between music and culture of Karen at Kongmong-Ta

village, Laivo sub-district, Sangklaburi district, Kanchanaburi province.
It was found that there are Karen original musical instruments together with other
instruments adapted from Mon and Burmese. The musical instruments found at the designated area
can be divided into three groups.
1} Pluck Instruments : Na-Duei or Karen harp and Me-Ta-Ree or the mandolin.
2) Struck Instruments : The Pa-Ta-La, The Mhong-Wai(gong). The Ta-Pow(big drum), The
Ta-Ku(small drum), The Pow{ 4 drums), The We-La-Koh-Ji(graw). The Jeng-Jee(cha-p),
The Kong{gong), and The Kro{ big graw)

3) Blow Instruments : The Kwae { horn-pipe), The Kha-Nuai{ 2n oboe), and The Pee-Bha
(bamboo panpipe).

The Plow traditional songs have mostly been passed on through generations. Their
traditional songs convey various aspects of life. For instance. there are songs reflecting the ethnic
history, naturai environment, religious belief, and etc. In this respect, the Karen songs should be also
regarded as the pieces of literature and language transmission. The songs played with Na-Duei,
Pee-Baa, or Me-Ta-Ree on many occasions, such as for relaxing, community'’s entertaining activities
and religious rituals. The Karen believe that music is a bridge connecting men and the'sacred world.

More importantly, music has been integrated into the Karen way of life from birth to death.
For example there are laliaby songs, serenade songs, and songs for the cremation. In rice harvesting
season, the sound of Kwae(horn-pipe} provides a good sign to encourage the farmers to be energetic
at harvesting. It is believed that the sound of Kwae helps to relate the Plow to-the Pi-Bue-Yo(the
goddess of the rice field). There are songs for rice-threshing that allows for men and women to
demonstrate their knowledge of Buddhism through ad-lib songs. Furthermore, there are songs for

annual ceremonies throughout the year. Thus, these ceremonial songs play an important function as



to calm down the hurman mind in order to be able to better concentrate on and fully participate in the
ceremonies. In other words, the Plow traditional songs have been preserved to reiterate the Plow

ethnic identity.
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