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This study surveyed the present role of the Khao~Hin~-Sorn
Royal Development Study Centre, perceived as a nonformal education
services organization and provided for local farmers. The mamn themes of
the study covered 3 contents: services and the implementing system of the

Centre, opmions of staff-members, and opinions of local farmers as the

clienteles to the Centre.

The data were collected through 3 methods: (1) Documentary
survey, (2) Unstructured interviews to 14 staff-members out of 22
divisions of the Centre, and (3) Semi-structured interviews to 30 local
farmers as the clienteles to the Centre. Since it was a qualitative study, the
data were analyzed methods of content analysis. Statistics used for

presenting the data were frequency distnibution and percentage.

The research findings were: -

1. The projects under the Royal Deveiopment Project were
classified 1mmto &8 categories: agricultural promotion, environmental
reservation, public health services, occupational promotion, water resource
development, transportation and communications, public welfare, and
others. The operation of the Centre was under 6 principles: (1) help people
in solving immediate problems; (2) in dealing with the problems should be
in order according to needs and being economized, (3) should be self-
realiance; (4) promoting knowledge and appropriated technology; (5)
reservation and development of natural resources; and (6) promotion of the
environmental conditions.

2. The Khao-Hin-sorn Royal Development Study Centre was
created on August 8, 1979, as the first in all 6 Centres through out the

country. Its operating areas covered 1,857 rai, emphasizing soil and water

reservation and development, and this because of the forest was destroyed



in the past. The restoration was done in accordance with His Majesty the
King’s suggestion.

3. Opinions of the staff-members were: (1) operation
problems of the Centre were the occupational problem of local farmers, lack
of water reservation for agriculture, the farmers did not own the land,
infertility of the soil, low education of the people, lack of money sources
and the exploitation of local people; (2) The Centre’s role in occupational
promotion should be an introducing of knowledge and agricultural
technology, restoration of soil quality, water resource development,

supporting an agricultural co-operation an supporting house-hold

occupation.

4 .Opinions of the Centre’s clienteles were: (1) most of them
were local fammers, low educational background with primary education
level; (2) they contact to the Centre through the staff-members, village
headman, neighbours and agricultural officers; (3) services they needed
from the Centre were making water reservoirs, solving their occupational
problems, agricultural training, consulting about animals and crops; and
(4) their advices were that the Centre should do more public relations,
organizing training in agriculture and providing knowledge i agriculture to

the people.
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