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. From -G. William Skinner, Chinese Society in

Thmland page 96:- _
o In the early 19 th century, the basic dmsmn
in Thai society . was that b-tween the elite and th¢

masses. The king and the royal anstocraoy together
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‘Wwith the bureaucratic nobility wielded full econcmic and
poiitical power. Beneath these strata were the masses,
the great majority of whom were. either freemen or
slaves. Within this hierachic system, each individual had
.a fixed (though not unchangeable) stétus with clear—ut
‘responsibilities and rights toward individuals above and

below him. Every freeman was in theory the client or
retainer of a person in the upper strata, While every

slave was the property of an elite individual or family.
The great ‘majority of the freemen were agriculturalists,
bu-t‘not serfs : they were attached not to the land but

to the patron and in certain circumstances could transfer

patrons, The client-patron -relat1011§hip was paternalistic
and interdependent; the freeman got security and care’
in return for-his custcmary services. Freeman, howeyer, -
as well as slaves, were not permitted to flee or leave
the pufview of their patrons and owners. In addition,

all maleé freeman within certain age limits and many

classes of slaves were liable to public service in the
king’s name for four mdnthé of each year-this obligation
beiné the basis of -the corvée system. Public works of
all. kinds—temples, canals, fortifications-were built by

corvée"labor, while the army was manned by conscripts
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and slaves. Patrons' were responsible, when" requested,
for supplying a certéin number of their clients m a
corvée capacity. to specified gm)crnrnent departments..
Skinner 25U social structure 98389 Ing
‘lﬂnﬂﬂﬂa NYDWMABYNTIMANIINIT “four months”
m‘lu .71, actoo (ﬂu?‘h’mﬂ'ﬂ m) ANAIVRD o INBUUR
Skinner f30%u1nnnlUT “guiinln” ti
@lﬂﬂiiﬂlﬂﬂmiﬂﬂuuﬂ'ﬁﬂ’]LL@zE}ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬁNﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂ f'i')
aoluth (M7 wo)—
...... the institutibnalized status of the Thai masses
precluded the persenal freedom and geographical mobility
necessary for compctmon m new economic ventures.
‘M9reover, the system dlscouraged even the further.
development of Thai craftsmanship and spec1al skills.
“Talent was rewarded by forced serv_i;:_e in the patron’s
ho’useh;ld, under disadvantagecus econcmic - and sccial
‘co_‘nditiohs.;' (ThomSon, V., I{railand, the. New Siam,
New York, Macmillan, 1941, p. 600) Agriculturalists had
fewer obligations and a less coerced life‘-than artisans,
" who when éspccially skilled could be for‘ced info' royal
“service for life. Under these circumstances, Thai initiative
and creativity were stiffed, :
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