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Sukanya Chaonamthip. (2006). The Identity of Lanna Peoples in Mala Khamchan’s
Novels. Thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor committee: Asst. Prof. Suwadee Bhupradit and Ajarn Supak

Mahavarakorn.

This thesis aimed to study the identity of Lanna people and the strategies in
presenting it in 13 novels of Mala Khamchan as follows : Jaojan Phomhom : Niras Phra
That Indra Khwuan, Sroysukhontha, Muan Lub-Lae, Phrai-Amprang, Dekbaandoi, I-Kom,
Luuk-pa, Khaew Sue-Fai, Nok-Annfaa, Baanrai-Chaeydong, Daab-Uparat, Tai-Lah-Fah-
Lhang, and Dongkhondip. The analysis was done discriptively.

The study revealed that Mala Khamchan’s novels presented six unique characteristics
of identity of the local Lanna people. First, regarding social values, tatoos with black
ink were customary in their culture. Second, in terms of beliefs, the Lanna people
believed in the spirits of the dead, the guardian spirit or Khun, conservative prohibitions
or Khued, and paying homage to the stupa for the year of birth. Third, regarding traditions,
the novels revealed the Lanna people’ s traditions about religions, festivals,
communities or societies, and individuals. Fourth, in terms of ways of life, the novels
depicted music in people’s daily life, spousal selection, dress codes, diet, and habitats.

Fifth, in literature, the Lanna literature was in both oral (Mukhapatha) and written

forms. The last characteristics, the Lanna linguistic identity was presented via dialects,
salutations, terms of address, and written characteristics. The six characteristics of
identity were presented through the writer’s views, characters, dialogues, scenes, and Lanna
language.

Mala Khamchan’s novels were both entertaining and educational. While enjoying
reading them, the readers gained insights into the Lanna culture and the people’s ways
of life.
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