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The purpose of this thesis is to study and analyse external Thai
reading books in lower secondary education and to analyse teachers’
and students’ use of them in Ratchaburi.

This thesis will be in the form of an analytical description
and a survey. The result of the study is as follows:

All thirty-five external Thai reading books have different
difficulties. Some books are not fit to be used as external vThai
reading books for the lower secondary students because they have such
difficulties as complex content, words and idioms. Some contents are
too far distant from the experience of the students and many stories
are very long. The presentation of the content in these books would
not arouse the students’ interest. As well, some of the books are
classical literatures and written in poetry form making them difficult
for the students to understand. For these reasons, some external Thai
reading books are not chosen by teachers or students.

The teachers and students would like to select short and easy
prose: those books with easy language and uncomplex content with
characters the same age as the students themselves and content that is
not far removed from the students’ experience.

The use of external reading books, teachers and students
conclude that those books of short stories or short content are fit to
be used as external reading books. Teachers have tried many different
methods to teach external reading books but the best and most favorable
method for the students is to orally introduce the interesting part of
the story and let them continue reading by themselves. The students
need the teachers’ help to read the books, and also need the addition

of illustrations and explanation of vocabulary in the books.



Most of the teachers conclude that the difficulties in
students’s reading are as follow: the students have no reading habbit.
They do not understand the importance of reading and have no sense of
responsibility. Impediments for the teachers are: a lack of time to
prepare teaching activities and to read all thirty-five external
reading books.

On the part of the students, the greatest difficulties are; no
time to read, no motivation to read, lack of understanding content
and a lack of books in some schools.

Both teachers and students recognize that the reading of
external reading books will assist them in using their free time in a
" useful and pleasureful way to obtain knowledge and a healthy outlook

on life.
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