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Wilawan Lainumngern. (2017). Music in Nang Dong Rituals of Thai-Puan Ethnic Group
in Ban kaowai, Pakpli District, Nakhonnayok province. Master degree of Fine
Arts (Ethnomusicology) Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisors Committee:Ass. Prof. Dr.VeeraPhansue

This research examines the music of the Nang Dong ritual of the Thai Puan ethnic
group and ethnomusicology in the Ban Kao Wai areaof the Pakpli district inNakhonnayok
province, where the original culture still exists but has been adapted to be suitable with the
current circumstances.

The objectives of this research are as follows; 1.To studytraditional music related to the
culture of Thai Puan ethnic group in the Ban Kao Wai area of the Pakpli district in Nakhon
Nayok province. 2.To study the elements of the Nang Dong ritual music of the Thai Puan
ethnic group in the Ban Kao Wai area of the Pakpli district in Nakhon Nayok province.

It was found that music used for the Nang Dong ritual of the Thai Puan ethnic group
in the Ban Kao Wai area still existscurrently. The Thai Puan people believe and have faith
in the ritual that can help treat patients through a respected medium who can communicate
with spirits. Kan(the reed mouth organ, a traditional music instrument in northeastern
Thailand) is played during the ceremony. The medium dances while the Kan is being
played.

As innovations for medical treatmentshave developed, therefore, the Nang Dong
ritual seems inessential. However, the Thai Puan people still believe and have faith in this
ritual. Nowadays, the Nang Dong ritual has been adapted to a kind of dance show rather
than a way of treating patients.

Klong(a drum which made of petrol container), Ching (small cup-shaped cymbals), and
Charb(cymbals) are also played during the show with Kan. Althoughthe Nang Dong ritual is
accepted as a kind of dance show for entertainment at present, one original ritual that still
remains is the Wai-Kru ceremony (the ceremony to pay respect). The beginning ofa show
starts with Wai-Kru ceremony and followed by Saeng Dance (a kind of traditional dance in
northeastern Thailand) along with singing. The songs are called “Sor” such as “Sor-
Sadsanan”, “Sor-Lumpuan”, and Sor-Lumtoey”. Sor-Kan is an antique show that inherited
from their ancestors but the lyrics and melody has changed over time. The Nang Dong
dance in the Ban Kao Wai area is a kind of traditional dance from a its traditional culture

but still remains until now as the Thai Puan people still believe and have faith in this.
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