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The objective of this study was to know.the background of the
students in Suphan Buri Sports School. The respondents in this study
were the students and parents of the students. These students were
athletes of the 11 kinds of sportsy as follows : football, volleyball,
swimming, gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics, sepak takraw, boxing, track
and fields, tennis, table tennis and diving.

From this study, it was found out that the average age of the
students of Suphan Buri Sports School was between 14 - 156 years old.
Those who came from the two children family were the majarity, the
minority came from the family of children. Most students were the
first child and few were the seventh and eleventh child. Most parents
live together and most of the students stay with their parents. About
98.56 per cent of them were buddhists. The majarity of students came
from the Central part of Thailand and those from the Northeast were
the second. Before studying in this school, the students had an
average grade from 3.00 — 4.00 and now they have an average grade of
2.00 -~ 3.00. Most of the parents finished primary education (Grade 4)
or lower and some finished with a bachelor's degree. Their fathers
were mostly in the government service and their mothers were farmers.

-The total income of the parents was about 10,000 — 15,000 baht a month.
Their parents were not athletes but they gave their full support to
their children to enroll in this school. These students had a low
sport achievement in their former schools but when they studied in

this school they won at least the first, second or third place at

Physical Education Department' Tournments. The students chose the



sport which they were playing now because they‘liked it. These
students would like also to become national players, and to cbntinue
their studies in a state university and most of them like to work for
the government. Students and parents have the same opinion that the
government should support sports by giving more budget.

This study also found out that the five national players which
are presently studying in this school have different backgrounds;
length of sport training time; age of first success in competitions;
habits; personality; determination; and responsibility. The
similarities were their family status, objectives of playing,
supporters and promoters, attitudes, and levels of success in

competition.
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