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The Lacotlans from Champasak had immigrated to settle their
communities in the Central Chi River Basin in, approximately,

BeEe 2261s HAs a result, the political, social and administratlve
patterns of this.region were similar to those of Laos on the left
bank of the.Mekhong. When the Thal government reformed provincial
administration in B.E. 2435, changes occured in the Central Chi
River Rasin on economic, social, politlical and adminlstrative as-
pectss However, these changes were only the indirect result of
the reform, ?his is because the primary purpose of the reform was
to strengthen the northeastern border region in order to encounter
any encroachment that the French might contemplate, as any
interference from the latter toward the northeastern border reglon
at that time would have the effect as a threat to the national
independence. The fact that the local rulers of the Central Chi
River Basin were loyal to the Thal court did not induce the central
government to make any direct reform of this region, nor give it
any speclal significance.

Only after the threat from the French had lessened, dld the
government begin to initiate a direct reform in the Central Chi
River Basine The reform toock place when the government promoted
the muang in this region to be monthon Rol-et in B.E. 2455, This
brought about many changes in the area.

The government constructed roads and bridges which
facilitated communication and, as a result, eased commerce. Goods

from Bangkok began to pour into the region. However, local products



were not sold directly to Bangkokj they went instead through
Nakornratchasima which was the trading center of the northeast at
that time, '

As for social aspect, the gover;%ent introduced formal school
system to this region. Through formal educatiocn, central Thai
culture was spread and mixed with local culture, Freating the
feeling of Thainess éﬁong the Central Chi River Basin populace.
Another fundamental soclal change was the abolition of phrai and
slavess The result of the abolition was free labor movement, since
both phrai and slaves were liberated from their traditional
obligations that had bound them to a gecgraphic area.

As for administrative aspect, the government replaced the
traditional Laotlan administrative style practiced in the region
thus far with . the central Thai system.

The overall result of this reform was the integration of the

Central Chi River Basin into the Thai Kingdom.
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