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Patt Taengpun. (2012). The Urban Development and the Monument Conservation of
Ayutthaya Ancient City and its Environs, 1939 - 2001. Master thesis, M.A.
(History). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chakrit Choomwattana, Dr. Penpisut Tongmee,

Asst. Prof. Sawitri Pisanupong.

This master thesis is meant to study the urban development and the monument
conservation of Ayutthaya ancient city and its environs between 1939 and 2001.
Furthermore, it is aimed to study the impacts of those development and conservation.

The research found out that in the urban areas of Ayutthaya during the Monthon
Krung Kao era, the government laid the foundation of conserving the ancient monuments by
defining the reserved land within the City Island. Besides, the government supported the
urban development and encouraged people to stay near the city wall and outside the city
island. However, after the change of political regime in 1932, the government decreased the
conservation spirit by abandoning the reserved land in 1939. After that, the government
emphasized on developing and urbanizing the center of the city island by drawing a city
plan. Moreover, they encouraged other developments including building governmental
offices, schools, commercial areas and factories as well as supporting land transportation.
This development affected the conservation of ancient monuments on the city island.
However, at the same time the Department of Fine Arts performed many actions in order to
protect the ancient monuments and the foreign concept of monument conservation was
broadly propagated to Thailand during World War |l.

During the government of Field Marshal P. Piboonsongkram, a large project of the
monument conservation in the Ayutthaya City Island and its environs was launched in order
to improve monuments for becoming historical sightseeing places. However, the
government still encouraged the urban development at the same time. Therefore, this would
be one of the factors that increased the demand on the land of the city island. After 1957,
when the Ayutthaya Province Governor had the policy of selling the land on the city island to
the public, many people severely opposed this idea. The serious management of the

Ayutthaya historical park which was initiated by the renovation of the city island in 1967 was



much noticeable. In order to reduce the argument between the development and the
conservation sides, the city island was divided into two areas for urban development and
monument conservation. However, due to the delayed progress and numerous obstacles,
the urban areas developed gradually and some of them crossed over the ancient monument
areas. Also, the government sectors utilized the land of the royal properties on the island.
When the government had solutions to conserve and improve the Ayutthaya
historical park at the same time, the society became increasingly aware of the monument
conservation again. Moreover, the government adjusted the scope of their work by
submitting the Historical City of Ayutthaya project. Finally, Ayutthaya was declared one of
UNESCO World heritage sites in 1991. This accomplishment led to the first phase of the
project of conservation and development of the Historical City of Ayutthaya which expired in
2001. However, the laws on protecting historical sites and controlling the urban
development affected the social life of some groups of people. Therefore, the sectors
concerned have constantly attempted to find out the best solution to develop the urban
areas and conserve the ancient monuments simultaneously. Furthermore, they have

attempted to permanently preserve the atmosphere of a world heritage site.
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